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The money trail behind the Jerusalem eviction battle that sparked the latest Israeli-Palestinian violence, exposed 2

One of the triggers for the recent conflagration in East 
Jerusalem, which quickly spread across Israel, was an 
effort to evict Palestinian families from the Sheikh 
Jarrah neighborhood.

Like so many real-estate cases over the so-called 
Green Line that delineates 1948 Israel from the West 
Bank territory it has occupied since the 1967 war, 
ownership questions are murky. Attempts to identify 
the owners of the company behind the purchase of 
these six homes – and the source of the company’s 
funds – leads to a complex tapestry of obscure 
overseas companies. So intricate is this tapestry that it 
is impossible to know for sure who financed the 
planned evictions that led to the violence.

What is clear is that this real-estate project had 
millions of dollars in investments. Companies involved 
had links to Delaware and the Marshall Islands –
corporate havens because of their low tax rates – as 
well as New Jersey, the Netherlands and Israel. 
Seymour Braun, a New York lawyer, is listed as an 
official in most of these companies on public records.

The bottom layer in this pyramid of companies, those 
actively conducting a legal battle to evict the 
Palestinian families, is Nahalat Shimon Ltd., an Israeli 
firm established in April 2000. The company bought 
the Sheikh Jarrah land underlying these six homes for 
$3 million in 2003 from descendants of the Jewish 
owners who had acquired them at the end of the 19th 
century.

The public face of Nahalat Shimon in several Israeli 
court hearings and filings dating back to 2010 was 
Tzahi Mamo, who manages its properties. Mamo is 
largely unknown to the Israeli general public, but is 
well-known among groups promoting Jewish 
settlement in the occupied West Bank for heavy 
involvement over the last three decades in the 

purchase of land and buildings in East Jerusalem and 
elsewhere.

In 2012, I conducted an investigation published in the 
Israeli daily Haaretz showing that Mamo, who lives in 
the West Bank settlement of Ofra, helped establish at 
least 20 companies that made various land purchases 
across the West Bank and East Jerusalem starting in 
the mid-1990s. Among them were Al Wattan (Arabic 
for “the homeland”) and Bnei Rachel (Hebrew for “sons 
of Rachel”), both of which were registered with Israel’s 
civil administration, which operates in the West Bank; 
Lippens, which is registered in the United States; and 
Space Real Estate, an Israeli company.

Mamo’s role differs from company to company, but 
usually involves the purchase of the properties and 
evictions of their occupants. Many of the companies he 
established are registered abroad. Mamo, contacted 
via phone, refused to talk with me.

The records relating to Nahalat Shimon – Nahalat
means “estate of” in Hebrew – at the Israeli Registrar 
of Companies mention just one name: Braun, who is 
listed as director.

Born in Toronto, Braun is in his late 60s and is a 
partner at the New York law firm Braun & Goldberg. 
The firm specializes in international tax law and 
trusteeships. In addition to several connections to the 
tapestry of companies linked to Sheikh Jarrah, Braun’s 
name has also appeared dozens of times in 
international documents leaked in recent years –
including the Panama Papers. He is also listed as the 
director of various unrelated off-shore companies in 
places like Barbados and the Bahamas.

Braun did not respond to several messages left at his 
firm, on voicemail and with a secretary.

It is unclear whether Braun’s involvement in the

The money trail behind the Jerusalem eviction 
battle that sparked the latest Israeli-Palestinian 
violence, exposed
By Uri Blau / Shomrim
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companies connected to the Sheikh Jarrah evictions is 
ideological; it could simply be part of his legal work. 
But my investigation for this article uncovered a 
document, revealed here for the first time, showing 
that in 2010, Braun gave a $500,000 loan to 
the Amana Home construction company, part of the 
main movement that has promoted settlement in the 
West Bank – and, previously, the Gaza Strip – since 
1978. The loan was used to help five families move into 
Ma’ale Efraim, a settlement in the Jordan Valley 
created in 1978.

Mamo and Braun are not the owners of Nahalat
Shimon. Shares in the company are owned by a 
different Israeli company known as “Shimon Hazadik
Holdings Ltd.,” which was also established in 2000. 
Shimon Hazadik, or Simeon the Just, was a Jewish high 
priest at the time of the Second Temple whose tomb is 
near the neighborhood now called Sheikh Jarrah. The 
few records available about the holding company list 
one individual: Seymour Braun, director.

In its early years, Shimon Hazadik Holdings was owned 
by a trust managed by a company called Trent, which 
was established in 1997 in Liberia and then relocated 
to the Marshall Islands in 2000. Subsequently, shares 
of Shimon Hazadik Holdings were transferred to a 
Delaware-based partnership known as Shimon 
Hazadik Portfolio C.V. L.P. This partnership was 
established in 2002 and its listed address is that 
of a law office in New Jersey that specializes in 
corporate law.

The corporate tax rate in Delaware is famously low 
and the state demands almost zero transparency from 
companies registered there. Little surprise, then, that 
the file relating to Shimon Hazadik Portfolio contains 
just four short documents – some of which merely 
correct mistakes made when the company was first 
registered. One of those documents shows that 
Shimon Hazadik Portfolio C.V. L.P. is a reincarnation of 
Shimon Hazadik C.V., which was established in 
Amsterdam to “invest in real-estate projects in 
Jerusalem.”

That document – submitted to Delaware’s State 
Department in 2006 – was signed by Braun.

An examination of the Dutch incarnation of Shimon 

Hazadik reveals that, after its establishment, it 
received a total of $3.2 million from five different 
sources. Records do not indicate who transferred the 
money or who owned the company, but here, too, 
Braun’s name pops up: he is listed as the director of 
Jasa Beheer BV, the company that operated Shimon 
Hazadik C.V. (The shareholder of Jasa Beheer BV is 
Yardworth Corporation N.V., registered in Curacao, a 
former Dutch colony known as a tax haven. Its director 
was, again, Seymour Braun.)

Hagit Ofran from the Settlement Watch Project of 
Peace Now, said it did not surprise her that the people 
behind the evictions operate largely out of public view.

“The settlers are making a lot of efforts to conceal the 
sources of their funds and the identity of their 
supporters,” she said. “And so, the Palestinian families 
who are facing displacement, don’t even know who are 
they facing.”

–
Uri Blau is an Israeli investigative journalist based in 
Washington, D.C. This article was produced in partnership 
with Shomrim, an Israeli nonprofit investigative newsroom.

The money trail behind the Jerusalem eviction battle that sparked the latest Israeli-Palestinian violence, exposed

Paperwork for the Shimon Hazadik Portfolio C.V., registered in 
Delaware, and signed by attorney Seymour Braun.
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The Jewish jokes from ‘Friends’ have aged poorly – so has the rest of the show 4

I grew up in one of those households without cable, a 
PBS-only child. “Friends” was a show I dreamed of 
being old enough to be allowed to watch; it felt like the 
most hip, adult network sitcom. In my teens, I watched 
it all on DVDs ordered one by one from Netflix, if you 
remember back when that was their whole schtick. (My 
parents, in fact, still do that.)

Now, the gang is getting back together — “Friends” is 
having a reunion special on HBO, an unscripted 
episode that will not really be “Friends” the show so 
much as just the cast getting together to hang out on 
the same soundstage they used to film on, and maybe 
dish a bit about the iconic debates — the trailer shows 
them all talking about whether Ross and Rachel were 
really on a break.

However, in the years since the show aired, I am not 
alone in having tried to rewatch it as comfort TV and 
realizing that “Friends” has, uh, not aged well.

This is true in numerous ways — Monica’s fat suit and 
the body-shaming jokes; Chandler’s transgender 
father; Ross being presented as a Nice Boy who 
always finishes last when he was really a jealous jerk. 
And then there are the Jewish references.

Many American Jews who came of age in the 90s or 
early 2000s remember the Holiday Armadillo episode. 
Ross has custody of his son Ben for the winter 
holidays, seemingly for the first time, and he wants to 
teach Ben about Hanukkah and his Jewish roots. But 
Ben is far too pumped about Santa to listen to a 
tedious, unfamiliar story about war in ancient times. 
Ross is, after all, a paleontologist and generally 
portrayed throughout the show as both boring and 
uncool — just like Hanukkah, the less fun, less cool 
holiday.

Ross eventually caves, worried he’s ruining Christmas 
for his son, and tries to rent a Santa costume. But it’s 
too late, and the only thing he can get in time for 

Christmas Eve is an armadillo suit, which he 
desperately tries to pass off as a character akin to 
Santa’s elves who celebrates both Christmas and 
Hanukkah. Even then, it’s only when Chandler — who 
shows up dressed as Santa to save the day — tells Ben 
that Hanukkah is worth knowing about that the kid is 
willing to listen.

This is one of the show’s more explicit Jewish 
moments, but there are plenty of other more implicit 
takes on Jewish identity — all just as negative. The 
show’s approach to Jewishness is on par for its era. 
When Fran Drescher pitched her sitcom, “The Nanny” —
which has aged far better — she had to argue with the 
network to have her character stay Jewish.

Yet despite the largely Jewish writing room of 
“Friends,” its Jewish creators, and part-Jewish cast, the 
show clearly didn’t fight for its Jewish identity. 
Jewishness rarely plays as central a role in the show as 
it does in “The One with the Holiday Armadillo.” But it’s 
there.

Rachel Green, the superficial, girly one, isn’t explicitly 
Jewish. But we can guess by her name — and her 
orthodontist ex, her expensive shopping habit on 
daddy’s dime, her distant parents and her nose job. 
She’s clearly the stereotype of a Jewish American 
Princess.

Years after the show, its creators said they always 
imagined Rachel as Jewish. But since it was never 
official, she can only be identified as such by negative 
stereotypes. There are no sumptuous Passover seders, 
no bubbe making knaidlach, no meditative Kabbalat
Shabbat services. There’s just an obsession with 
designer clothes and a large, fake nose in flashbacks to 
high school.

We know Janice, Chandler’s on-and-off girlfriend, is 
Jewish largely by her resemblance to Fran Drescher’s 
character in “The Nanny.” She’s loud, nasal and

The Jewish jokes from ‘Friends’ have aged poorly —
so has the rest of the show
By Mira Fox

Culture
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nagging, with an outer borough accent. Yet she’s also 
sexualized with bright, tight clothing and big hair. 
She’s too pushy, too touchy, she pinches people’s 
cheeks. Most importantly — unlike Fran in “The Nanny” 
— none of this is presented as ultimately attractive, 

And while we explicitly know Monica and Ross are 
Jewish, they rarely mention it. We know they’re Jewish 
when we meet their parents and hear them nag 
Monica about her weight and her career and her dating 
prospects. We know because Ross is a schlubby nerd 
and Monica is neurotic. But they get none of the 
complex struggles of Jews moving through a largely 
Christian society, no worries about taking off work for 
Jewish holidays or feeling left out of Christmas carols.

None of these traits are balanced out by positives, nor 
are they framed as endearing quirks. They are bad 
habits for the characters to grow out of. Over the 
course of the show, Monica gets less neurotic. Rachel 
gets less superficial. Janice gets repeatedly dumped.

You may have noticed I’ve made several references to 
“The Nanny,” another very Jewish show of the same 
era. There, neuroticism and a shopping addiction also 
define Fran Fine, the titular nanny, but they are framed 
as part of what makes her delightfully unique. Her 
Jewishness also includes a tight-knit family and joyful 
holiday celebrations. She exposes the milquetoast, 
wealthy family she nannies for to a richer world, and 
while they find her frustrating at times, she is beloved.

I didn’t grow up watching “The Nanny,” which seemed 
too shrill and superficial to me at the time — perhaps 
because I’d absorbed the message of “Friends.” And 
watching “Friends” will always be nostalgic for me. But 
if you want to relive the 90s — the fashion is back in, 
after all — there’s a better option.

–
Mira Fox is a reporter at the Forward. Get in touch at 
fox@forward.com or on Twitter @miraefox .

The Jewish jokes from ‘Friends’ have aged poorly – so has the rest of the show
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Israeli Olympic triathlete has family and country riding on his shoulders 6

It is not easy being an Israeli athlete like Shachar
Sagiv, training to compete in the upcoming Tokyo 
Olympics while his country is engulfed in violence.

“I see what’s going on in my country right now and it’s 
really, really hard for me,” Shachar said. “At the same 
time, it gives me the power and the strength to race 
harder, and to show the Israeli flag on my suit with full 
pride.”

The 27-year-old is one of just two Israeli triathletes 
who will compete in the Tokyo Olympics this summer. 
The other is his younger brother, Ron.

For Shachar, who is ranked 12th among male 
triathletes worldwide, competing at this elite level is a 
family affair. Not just because of his 24-year-old 
brother. Their father, Shemi Sagiv, represented Israel 
as a marathoner in the 1984 Olympics in Los Angeles. 
Today, their father works as a chiropractor, but has set 
aside cracking backs in favor of coaching his sons 
toward their Olympic goals.

In a video interview from his modest room at the 
triathlon training camp in Girona, Spain, where he is 
spending most of his time before the Olympics, the 
dark-haired Shachar spoke with the Forward about 
how he is preparing for the upcoming Games. This 
Olympics will be unique because COVID-19 precautions 
mean that there won’t be anyone cheering him on.

Raised in Zichron Yaakov, in northern Israel, Shachar
ran his first triathlon at 8 years old after being 
encouraged by his father. The youngest son, Tomer, 
who is 20, is the most gifted triathlete in the family but 
doesn’t want to pursue it, said Shachar. He is presently 
serving in the Israeli military.

When he was 15, Shachar moved to Israel’s Orde 
Wingate Sports Academy, where he attended high 
school while he trained. “That gave me the option to 
achieve my goals, going to the Olympic Games,” he 
said. “Then I really wanted to make it a career.” He 

served in a special unit during his requisite military 
service which allowed him to continue training and 
travelling to compete, while he also coached soldiers in 
special fighter units in power lifting and running skills.

This will be the first Olympics for both Sagiv brothers. 
It was only at the last Summer Games, in Rio in 2016, 
that the first Israeli triathlete competed. Of the 55 
triathletes there, Ron Darmon came in 26th. Triathlon 
first became an Olympic sport at the 2000 Summer 
Games. Up to three athletes are permitted to represent 
each country in the Olympic triathlon. Only the Sagiv
brothers qualified from Israel this year, Shachar said, 
and no Israeli women passed the trials.

Wingate Sports Academy, where he attended high 
school while he trained. “That gave me the option to 
achieve my goals, going to the Olympic Games,” he 
said. “Then I really wanted to make it a career.” He 
served in a special unit during his requisite military 
service which allowed him to continue training and 
travelling to compete, while he also coached soldiers in 
special fighter units in power lifting and running skills.

Israeli Olympic triathlete has family and country 
riding on his shoulders
By Debra Nussbaum Cohen

News

Brothers Ron (left) and Shachar (right) will both be competing in the 

triathlon at the Tokyo Summer Olympics. Courtesy of Sagiv Family
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This will be the first Olympics for both Sagiv brothers. 
It was only at the last Summer Games, in Rio in 2016, 
that the first Israeli triathlete competed. Of the 55 
triathletes there, Ron Darmon came in 26th. Triathlon 
first became an Olympic sport at the 2000 Summer 
Games. Up to three athletes are permitted to 
represent each country in the Olympic triathlon. Only 
the Sagiv brothers qualified from Israel this year, 
Shachar said, and no Israeli women passed the trials.

Shachar tries not to dwell on the Olympics as different 
from any other race. “Everyone at this level is good 
physically, everyone has done the hard work to get 
here. From now on it’s only mentally who will crack 
first and who wants it more.”

“Being at the top of the biggest sports event in the 
world is an amazing feeling for me, my family and my 
friends. For my mother, Rachela, too. I’m excited and 
happy not only for me, but for all of the people 
surrounding me who are part of this journey. They 
give me the power.”

After the Tokyo Olympics, Shachar said he wants to 
“just continue growing as a triathlete.” Competitors 
peak at age 30 or 31, he said, somewhat older than in 
other sports. He expects to compete in the 2024 
Summer Olympics, which will take place in Paris. 
“After Paris, the 2028 Olympic Games will be in Los 
Angeles. If I managed to compete there, it would be 
an amazing closure for our family,” as that is where 
his father competed.

“This is only the beginning of my journey as an 
international athlete. There will be much more to 
come after these Olympic Games,” Shachar said. “I 
will try to bring more medals to my country. I’m not 
only representing my flag. I am representing my 
people.”

–
Debra Nussbaum Cohen is an award-winning journalist who 
covers philanthropy, religion, gender and other contemporary 
issues. Her work has been published in The New York Times, 
Wall Street Journal and New York magazine, among many 
other publications. She authored the book “Celebrating Your 
New Jewish Daughter: Creating Jewish Ways to Welcome 
Baby Girls into the Covenant.”

In the time it took to upload a video, Chicago Avenue 
and East 38th Street one year ago today became the 
most recognizable, and infamous, street corner on the 
planet.

Now, closed to traffic for two blocks in all four 
directions and named George Floyd Square, the spot 
has become a place of consolation and prayer — if 
also a backdrop for selfies. For many, both those from 
the area and others traveling distances to get here, 
it’s a place for hope.

“I’m hopeful,” Ruth Mulari, a resident of nearby South 
Minneapolis said during her visit on Sunday. Turning 
to her husband, Samuel, for his opinion, she added: 
“Maybe he’s a little more hopeful than I am.”

He is. Samuel Mulari said he thought “some good 
things are going to come out” of last month’s murder 
conviction of former Minneapolis Police officer Derek 
Chauvin. If the police “really do their job and go back 
and do a different training and hold those who do 
things responsible,” he explained, “I think that will be 
helpful” for officers “to think twice before they do 
something bad.”

Ruth, who is white, said she is more pessimistic than 
Samuel, who is Black, because “white people need to 
acknowledge that there really is systemic racism” 
which she said is not fully happening. “To keep 
pretending like there is nothing there, that is a barrier 
to moving forward.”

And while she’s satisfied with the guilty verdict 
against Chauvin, which she called “incredible,” she’s 
skeptical that the full details of the case will ever be 
known.

“You know, in my mind from the very beginning, I 
have thought that something more” was behind the 
incident, she said. “I mean, for four cops to be needed 
to deal with a $20 counterfeit? Or maybe

One year later, a visit to 
George Floyd Square
By Robin Washington

Opinion

Israeli Olympic triathlete has family and country riding on his shoulders
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counterfeit?” she said. 

Yet, she allowed, the prosecution had reasons for not 
focusing on details outside of those leading directly to 
the horrific murder. “I think that we had a better 
outcome this way than we might have had had it gone 
in that direction.”

The Mularis were among a constant flow of about 100 
visitors to the square at any one time over an hour on 
Sunday. The site where Floyd breathed his last is 
heavily adorned with flowers, along with signs, and 
slogans and names drawn on the sidewalk and 
pavement.

Most prominent is the giant face of George Floyd, now 
an internationally recognizable icon. On the blacktop in 
front of it, bright red and green letters demand “Justice 
for Daunte Wright,” the young Black man shot to death 
on April 14, just 10 miles away from the courthouse 
where Chauvin was being tried, by a police officer 
claiming to have mistaken her gun for her Taser.

A sign to the left of Floyd’s image quotes Hillel: “If not 
now, when/If not me, then who.” Kitty-corner across 
the street, a more animated religious service was 
taking place; a man’s Sunday preaching punctuated by 
chords from a portable keyboard. George Floyd’s name 
was invoked periodically, along with amens from two-
dozen participants in folding chairs.

Back across the street, Cup Foods, the store where 
Floyd allegedly passed a fake $20 bill, was doing a 
brisk business. Outside, Butchy Austin, a resident of 
the immediate neighborhood, cut into its soft-drink 
sales by offering free bottles of water and pop to 
anyone who wanted one. He also offered his opinion of 
where things stand a year after the murder.

“Policing in America is out of control,” he said. “Anyone 
who believes anything different has got a veil over 
their eyes and is choosing not to see what has been 
perpetually wrong since the inception of policing.”

Like Ruth Mulari, Austin cited the unexamined 
specifics of the case, beginning with then-Officer 
Thomas Lane’s first encounter with Floyd, in which the 
rookie cop drew his gun within seconds.

He “pulls the gun and is yelling expletives and you 

know, it’s supposed to be you’re innocent until proven 
guilty,” Austin said. “Due process, all the things that 
they say,” said Austin.

“But in this situation, we saw it on video. He ran up on 
George Floyd with the gun pulled and yelling 
expletives. That’s not a way to serve your community.” 
Austin noted that Lane, a suburbanite, did not live in 
that community.

Along the two streets, there were signs of the unrest 
that followed the murder a year ago, with some 
buildings still boarded up. The destruction is more 
prominent a bit farther from the memorial spot, as are 
some signs of renewal and repair. It’s clear, though, 
that full recovery won’t come anytime soon.

For now, George Floyd Square is a place for solace 
amidst those ruins, if only in the calm between 
anguish and continued outrages.

The former is embodied in the wait for Chauvin’s 
sentencing a month from now, a test of just how much 
Black lives truly do matter. The latter in the reminder, 
in names written in the street like that of Daunte 
Wright, that maybe they still do not.

The views and opinions expressed in this article are 
the author’s own and do not necessarily reflect 
those of the Forward.

–
Robin Washington, an award-winning veteran journalist from 
Minnesota, is the Forward’s Editor-at-Large. A longtime senior 
editor, columnist, radio host and documentarian across 
mainstream and ethnic media, he was one of the founders of 
the Alliance for Black Jews and early pioneer of the term, “Jew 
of color” more than two decades ago. He has mentored 
scores of young journalists, served as a board member on the 
National Association of Black Journalists and Unity Journalists 
of Color, and lectured at numerous universities. Contact him 
at rwashington@forward.com or follow him on 
Twitter @robinbirk

One year later, a visit to George Floyd Square
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Scott Stringer and Elyse Buxbaum talk about their marriage and the mayoral race 9

When a former campaign volunteer last 
month accused Scott Stringer of sexual harassment, 
his wife said she “didn’t even question” whether the 
allegations could be true.

“I know him,” said Elyse Buxbaum, in an exclusive joint 
sit-down interview with the Forward. “I’ve known him 
for 15-plus years. It’s just not even who he is.”

But not everyone believed Stringer, 61, who was once 
considered the progressive choice in the crowded June 
22 Democratic mayoral primary and remains the only 
Jewish candidate among the eight frontrunners in the 
race to succeed Bill de Blasio.

After Jean Kim said he had repeatedly made unwanted 
sexual advances toward her, several progressive 
groups and politicians dropped their support for 
Stringer, who described a “consensual” relationship 
with Kim when he was in his forties and she was 30.

The Working Families Party rescinded its endorsement, 
as did a group of progressive politicians — including 
State Senators Jessica Ramos, Alessandra Biaggi and 
Julia Salazar — and some have also called on him to 
quit the race. Stringer didn’t take their advice and 
forcefully denied the claims in dozens of TV 
appearances and campaign events.

When Stringer, now the city’s comptroller, stood 
before the media for the first time to push back against 
Kim’s allegations, Buxbaum, the executive vice 
president of New York’s Museum of Jewish Heritage, 
stood by him. “I chose Scott because I felt safe with 
him,” she said.

In an hourlong interview at his campaign headquarters 
in lower Manhattan, Stringer told the Forward that his 
family had a “very tough couple of weeks,” but 
confidently predicted that his campaign will survive 
the tumult. There’s still “a lot of people who know me, 
know my integrity, know what I’ve done for 30 years, 

and are going to support me,” he said.

A recent poll, conducted by Emerson College for PIX11, 
showed a plurality of voters believe Stringer’s side of 
the story or had no opinion, while 18% said they 
believe the allegations are credible. He is currently in 
third place, garnering 13-15% of voters’ support in 
recent polls.

Born to run

Stringer was born into a hyper-political New York 
family and got involved in politics at a very young age. 
He was raised in Washington Heights by a single 
mother, Arlene Stringer-Cuevas, who died of COVID-19 
last year at age 86. She was a cousin of former 
congresswoman Bella Abzug, the prominent feminist, 
and became the neighborhood’s Democratic Party 
district leader when Stringer was nine. She later 
became the first woman to represent Washington 
Heights in the City Council.

His parents divorced when Scott was 10 years old, and 
his father, Ronald, later became counsel to former New 
York City Mayor Abe Beame. Stringer’s stepfather, 
Carlos Cuevas, was the New York City clerk and a 
deputy Bronx borough president.

“I grew up thinking that every kid went to protests,” 
Stringer said, remembering the 1974 protest to 
impeach President Richard Nixon and campaigning for 
Abzug’s congressional run. “I was surrounded by 
people who were in government and trying to make 
change. Public service was an honorable pursuit, and it 
stayed with me my entire career. There’s nothing I 
really wanted to do but serve the public.”

At 16, after gaining attention for his work on his 
mother’s campaign, Stringer was named to the 
community planning board by then-Manhattan 
Borough President Percy Sutton, an appointment 
heralded on the front page of The New York Times. 

Scott Stringer and Elyse Buxbaum talk about their 
marriage and the mayoral race
By Jacob Kornbluh

News   |    EXCLUSIVE
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https://forward.com/fast-forward/468575/scott-stringer-accused-of-sexual-harassment/
https://pix11.com/news/new-york-elections/nyc-mayoral-race-adams-surging-poll-finds/
https://www.politico.com/states/new-york/albany/story/2021/05/17/adams-leads-stringer-tied-for-second-with-yang-in-new-mayoral-poll-1382677
https://www.nytimes.com/1977/01/11/archives/sutton-names-two-teenagers-to-community-planning-boards-sutton.html
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He later became a legislative assistant to then State-
Assemblyman Jerry Nadler, whom he succeeded in 
1992 when Nadler ran for Congress.

From a crowded field for Manhattan borough president 
in 2005, he eked out a win with just over a quarter of 
the vote with the help of his Jewish Upper West 
Side base.

The position has long been a springboard to higher 
office and Stringer launched a mayoral campaign in 
2011. But he ultimately decided to run for comptroller, 
and won the office in 2013.

“I thought that elective office is a place where you 
could accomplish the things you want to accomplish,” 
Stringer suggested. “It’s not that I thought that I would 
always run for mayor. What I had hoped was that I 
could continue as an elected official for as long as I 
could.”

Though Stringer was mentioned as a possible primary 
challenger for de Blasio in his 2017 re-election 
campaign, he set his sights on the mayor’s office this 
year. De Blasio is term-limited, and the seat is open.

The courtship

Buxbaum first met her husband 15 years ago during 
the annual Museum Mile festival along Fifth Avenue in 
Manhattan. Stringer, who was Manhattan’s borough 
president at the time, gave a speech about the 
importance of culture on the steps of the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art. The two exchanged smiles, kept 
running into each other at local political events, and 
then started dating. They married in 2010.

“I felt that moment so connected to him,” Buxbaum, 
who was at the time director of government relations 
in the Jewish Museum in New York, said in the 
interview. “He was just very convincing.”

She said part of the reason why she fell in love with 
Stringer was how respectful he was to her while they 
were dating. “Even if we were disagreeing, he would 
still take a cab home with me and he would wait until I 
was inside my building and the door closed, and then 
he would leave,” she recalled. “He never asked to 
come up. He was always a gentleman.”

Three years after their marriage, Stringer faced an 
uphill battle for comptroller in 2013, when he defeated 
former Gov. Eliot Spitzer by five points after trailing by 
more than 20 points in the weeks leading up to the 
Democratic primary.

“I learned a very important lesson in 2013,” he said. 
“It’s not how you start the race, it’s how you finish 
the race.”

He drew parallels to this year’s mayoral contest, and 
said he’s “exactly” where he imagined he would be 
four weeks out. “The winner of this race is going to 
move at the end,” he said.

He launched his campaign as the favorite candidate of 
the progressive movement. In addition to State 
Senators Ramos, Biaggi and Salazar, he was backed by 
Assemblymember Yuh-Line Niou — progressive 
lawmakers he helped in the 2018 election against 
incumbent Democrats. He also received the 
endorsement of Rep. Jamaal Bowman, whom he 
supported last year in the Democratic primary against 
former longtime congressman Eliot Engel. All withdrew 
their support after Kim accused him of groping and 
kissing her without her consent.

Scott Stringer and Elyse Buxbaum talk about their marriage and the mayoral race

https://www.nytimes.com/2005/09/14/nyregion/metrocampaigns/scott-stringer-wins-a-crowded-primary-and-a-likely.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/11/nyregion/stringer-defeats-spitzer-in-comptroller-primary.html
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Stringer said he feels “personally hurt” by the 
politicians who abandoned him.

Buxbaum said she considers them ungrateful.

“These people, many of them came to our house for 
Shabbat dinner,” she said. “They would come to our 
house for Rosh Hashanah, where we invited them — no 
matter whether they were Jewish or not Jewish — to 
celebrate together. And to me, it was so insulting to 
have someone who could be there with your family in 
such an important way and then walk away without 
question.”

Turning a page

Stringer said he has moved beyond the endorsements 
has lost. “The elected officials’ endorsements will not 
decide the mayor’s race,” he said. “The mayor’s race is 
going to be decided by the voters. They are going to 
decide in a big macro way not because a local 
legislator decides for them.”

He feels “a certain sense of relief” that he doesn’t have 
to deal with “all the meshugas,” he said, using the 
Yiddish term for nonsense, from politicians who get in 
his way as he tries to communicate directly with 
voters.

“I’m enjoying the last few weeks” of the campaign, he 
said. “I think that getting rid of the clutter means that 
people can just now look at me, not who’s with you on 
this side or that side, which political support did you 
have, but just look at my candidacy and say I am ready 
to be mayor.”

“I am still the same Scott Stringer,” he added. “I’m a 
progressive Democrat that hasn’t lost my mind.“

In recent interviews with Jewish media outlets, Stringer 
faced tough questions about the pro-BDS stance of 
some of his prominent progressive backers. “I’m anti-
BDS,” Stringer made it clear in the interview with the 
Forward, referring to Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions 
movement to punish Israel for the occupation of 
Palestinian land. “I don’t support BDS in any shape or 
form, that’s never changed.” He also said he disagrees 
with the Democratic Socialists of America’s demand 
not to travel to Israel. “There have been 

disagreements,” he said, “I think people have to sift 
through what’s true and what’s not true.”

Stringer also drew inspiration from his faith during the 
interview. “God has stayed the course with me through 
good times and bad,” he said.

‘“My political journey has always been bumpy,” he 
continued. “I never start out these campaigns ahead.

A Jewish family in Gracie Mansion?

If elected mayor, Stringer will be the first in many 
years to raise young children in Gracie Mansion, the 
mayor’s official residence in the Upper East Side of 
Manhattan. The Stringers have two sons, Max and 
Miles, ages 9 and 8.

The family insists on eating together on Friday nights. 
They buy a three-pound challah from Lox Cafe in lower 
Manhattan and use the leftovers for sandwiches for 
the children during the week.

Buxbaum said she would like to open the doors of 
Gracie Mansion to the public, to invite people from all 
communities for Shabbat dinners and even build a 
sukkah on the lawn during the Jewish holiday of 
Sukkot.

“New York City would be very lucky to have her as 
First Lady,” Stringer said of his wife. “She would be 
someone that New Yorkers can relate to — her 
generosity, her warmth, her beauty, her skills as a 
professional, and the work that she’s done in the 
Jewish community in terms of arts, education, and 
preserving the historical memory of the Holocaust.”

Buxbaum is very involved in Stringer’s campaign. “I 
have to tell you that I have a lot of two o’clock in the 
morning conversations,” Stringer said.

He said he “married up.”

“I see myself as lucky too,” she responded. “We are 
very good together. We are very similar in many ways. 
I think the tipping point that won me over is that I was 
always laughing. I was always happy. And I realized I 
didn’t want to not have that in my life that kind of like 
laughter.”

Scott Stringer and Elyse Buxbaum talk about their marriage and the mayoral race

https://jewishinsider.com/2021/02/scott-stringer-new-york-mayor/
https://hamodia.com/2021/03/23/scott-stringer-brings-30-years-real-experience-ny-politics-mayoral-run/
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Buxbaum was uncertain when asked whether she 
would play a specific role in a Stringer administration. 
“I’m really proud of my career and the work that I do 
now,” she said. “I came to this museum from the 
Jewish Museum uptown because of the antisemitism 
that was permeating our streets, and I felt like I 
needed to be in a place that was playing a larger role 
in educating the conversation. And so I don’t see 
myself leaving that role. It’s too important to me right 
now.”

Had she lived, Stringer said his mother would have 
been very involved in his campaign too. He recalled 
her frequent complaints about tough interviewers 
during his past campaigns. Last year when she died, 
Stringer said that Trump had “blood on his hands” for 
his COVID-19 response. Stringer doubled down in a 
CNN interview. “Donald Trump destroyed a lot of lives 
during his presidency, especially during COVID,” he 
said. “My mother never had a chance with Donald 
Trump at the White House.”

As he enters the final weeks of the mayoral campaign, 
Stringer said he’s optimistic.

“People wrote me off too soon, and they’re coming to 
realize that maybe this is going to be quite an ending, 
” he said. “This will be the great comeback.”

–
Jacob Kornbluh is the Forward’s senior political reporter. 
Follow him on Twitter @jacobkornbluh or email 
kornbluh@forward.com.

In the world of drag where queens like RuPaul reign 
supreme, drag kings – much less Jewish ones – are 
markedly unrepresented in the media. But that will 
soon change, thanks to an upcoming British film set 
to transform the Jewish cultural narrative.

“Make Me a King” recounts the fictional story of Ari, a 
Jewish drag king rejected by their family who is 
enamored with Pepi Littman, an early-20th century 
Yiddish vaudeville singer and comedian known as the 
first Jewish drag king performer.

It’s a story that’s never been told, according to the 
movie’s writer Natalie Arle-Toyne.“The art of drag 
dates back to the 1800’s but those raking in the big 
bucks were women dressed as men with routines that 
poked satirically at male stereotypes, like Pepi
Littman, Gladys Bentley and Hetty King,” she said.

While researching late 19th/early 20th century 
performers for a British TV pilot, Arle-Toyne came 
across Littman and was immediately drawn to her 
character.

“She was a lauded songstress who recorded on many 
albums and, as a singer myself, I fell in love with her 
voice and her energy,” said Arle-Toyne. “While she 
isn’t well-known within the Yiddish and Klezmer music 
scene here, Jewish drag kings know all about her and 
have adopted her as their own.”

Having carved out the screenplay in her head, it was 
serendipitous when Martina Russo, founding director 
of London’s award-winning Unleyek production 
company, approached Arle-Toyne and asked whether 
she had a story idea to pitch to the Pears Foundation 
Short Film Fund with UK Jewish Film.

How’s this for a movie 
pitch? A Jewish drag king 
and a Yiddish vaudeville 
singer walk into a bar.
By Aviva Engel
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“Unleyek’s mission is to unlock hidden stories through 
a new lens, empowering audiences to see beyond,” 
said Russo. “So I was of course attracted to [the] 
project… This film is about being your authentic self 
against the odds and that is a universal struggle with 
which we can all identify.”

With less than a week to apply for the foundation 
grant, Arle-Toyne churned out the script in two days. 
The result was so impressive, that “Make Me a King” 
was one of two out of 63 entries to win the prestigious 
Pears award of £13500 ($19,035) toward the film’s 
production.

And so began Arle-Toyne’s journey to learn more 
about London’s Jewish drag scene, something she did 
with the help of “Make Me a King” drag king 
consultants LJ Parkinson (aka LoUis CYfer) and 
Ashleigh Loeb (aka Rabbi Schmeckie Platzowitz).

‘Jews come in all shapes and sizes’

A performer and founding member of the Queer 
Alternative, an LBGTQ+ group promoting acceptance 
within alternative subcultures, Loeb says that 
London’s drag scene is fairly diverse and multicultural.

“It’s difficult to say how many Jews in London identify 
as LGBTQ+, but a pride Shabbat service in London in 
2019 was attended by more than 150 people and there 
are multiple rabbis, members of the clergy and service 
leaders that identify as LGBTQ+,” Loeb said.

The broader British Jewish community, said Loeb, is 
largely welcoming of LGBTQ+ Jews. Still, “there is a 
high risk of loneliness and isolation among people in 
the LGBTQ+ community. Sometimes just knowing that 
there’s someone out there with a similar story, 
background and obstacles to you can be comforting.”

And that is partly what motivated Arle-Toyne to pen 
this particular story; to provide “a reference point for 
my drag king friends who didn’t see themselves 
represented on screen when they were young.”

In mixing Yiddish and English, old and new worlds and 
challenging preconceived notions of family and 
community, “Make Me a King” aims to shake up the 
traditional history of Jewish culture – a tall order for a 
short film that’s less than 15 minutes.

“Particularly within some dominant narratives of 
Yiddish culture and Yiddish musical culture, we’re 
often fighting against a kind of ‘Fiddler on the Roof’-
esque nostalgia, which is only one version of a story,” 
said Dr. Phil Alexander, a Klezmer and Yiddish 
musician and scholar and the film’s Yiddish music and 
language consultant. “I think a more nuanced 
understanding is really important. We run the risk, 
looking back in history, of assuming one monolithic 
version of Yiddish culture [and] there’s no real 
evidence that was ever the case. So to tell this story is 
really important in terms of building up those 
alternative narratives.”

Beyond its universal messages of self-love and 
acceptance, the film shines a light on the 
heterogeneity of the Jewish people.

“Jews come in all shapes and sizes, just like all people,” 
notes Dr. Alexander. “It’s important, therefore, to grab 
the chance to tell alternative stories of Jewishness –
stories that show that Jews are as complicated, 
contradictory, and diverse as everyone else, that they 
have desires and passions that sometimes conflict 
with other people’s expectations. That belonging to a 
community can also mean discovering yourself a little 
more.”

With filming set to begin in July, “Make Me a King” will 
be screened at the UK Jewish Film Festival in 
December, before moving on to international ones, 
and, if all goes well, a movie theater near you.

How’s this for a movie pitch? A Jewish drag king and a Yiddish vaudeville singer walk into a bar.

Pepi Littman (left, and at left in the second photo) was a cross-

dressing female Yiddish vaudeville singer in the early in the 1900’s.


