
GET THE LATEST AT FORWARD.COM



GET THE LATEST AT FORWARD.COM

Pew’s new study of American Jews reveals widening divides, worries over antisemitism 2

A new, detailed survey of American Jews from the Pew 
Research Center shows a deepening divide between 
the Orthodox and the less observant, a rising number 
of Black, Hispanic and Asian Jews, more intermarriage 
and growing concern about antisemitism.

The increasingly stark religious and political 
differences between the Orthodox and other Jews is 
likely to be one of the most studied findings of the 
248-page “American Jews in 2020,” which was 
released today. It lends credence to a worry common 
among religious and secular Jewish leaders that the 
community is splitting into two groups increasingly 
focused on what separates rather than what unites 
them.

The study found that 17% of Jews 18 to 29 identify as 
Orthodox, compared to just 3% of those over 65. 
Roughly 30% of young Jews identify as Reform and 
another 41% with no particular branch of Judaism.

Jews are also growing farther apart along political 
lines. The number of Orthodox Jews who identify as 
Republican increased from 57% in 2013 to 75% in this 
year’s survey, while 70 to 80% of Reform, 
Conservative and nondenominational Jews lean 
toward Democrats.

“The divides between American Orthodoxy and liberal 
Judaism in America are growing rapidly,” said Rabbi 
Shmuly Yanklowitz, who leads an organization for 
progressive Orthodox clergy. “If we don’t create 
common ground spaces we are going to lose the 
illusion of there being a Jewish people.”

While 9% of both Reform and Orthodox Jews say they 
have “a lot in common” with the other group, an 
additional 41% of Reform Jews say they have at least 
“some” things in common with the Orthodox, and 30% 
of Orthodox Jews say the same about their Reform 
counterparts.

Like Pew’s landmark 2013 study, which coined the 

term, “Jews of no religion” to describe what was then 
considered a surprising number of Jewish Americans 
who did not relate their Jewish identity to religious 
belief or practice, the report Pew released today 
underscores the same disconnect: only 1 in 5 Jews 
surveyed told Pew that religion is very important to 
them. That compares to 2 in 5 Americans overall.

The latest Pew survey also shows that the rate of 
intermarriage continue to grow: 72% of non-Orthodox 
American Jews who married since 2010 have a non-
Jewish spouse. Among the Orthodox, however, almost 
all — 98% — marry other Jews.

But those concerned that intermarriage means fewer 
Jews in the future may take heart in another Pew 
finding: nearly 70% of interfaith couples are raising 
children to be either religiously, culturally or partly 
Jewish.“Intermarriage was once a ticket out of Judaism 
and today that’s not the case,” said Leonard Saxe, 
director of the Steinhardt Social Research Institute at 
Brandeis University.

The study also found that the Jewish population of the 
U.S. is stable, rising in terms of absolute numbers but 
remaining about the same percentage of the general 
population.

Researchers at the non-profit, Washington-based Pew 
center, which has authored comprehensive reports on 
other groups, including Catholics and Muslims, also 
found many commonalities among American Jews.

In general, Jews care about being Jewish. Three-
quarters consider being Jewish either somewhat or 
very important in their lives.

Among attributes most American Jews consider 
essential to being Jewish, 82% say caring about Israel, 
with 58% saying that they feel attached to the nation; 
76% say remembering the Holocaust; 72% say leading 
an ethical life; and 59% say working for justice and 
equality.

Pew’s new study of American Jews reveals widening 
divides, worries over antisemitism
By Arno Rosenfeld

News

https://www.pewforum.org/2021/05/11/jewish-americans-in-2020
https://www.pewforum.org/2013/10/01/jewish-american-beliefs-attitudes-culture-survey/
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Diversity Rising

This year’s survey, more closely than Pew’s 2013 
report, examined racial diversity among American 
Jews. Eight percent of the Jewish population identify as 
Hispanic, Black or Asian — or anything other than non-
Hispanic white — a share that nearly doubles to 15% 
among Jews between 18 and 29. These numbers are 
sure to be closely examined as many Jewish 
institutions grapple with how to welcome “Jews of 
color,” though the Pew study did not use that term —
which refers to Jews who are not white. Some of those 
surveyed identified with more than one race.

The report also found that 13% of those who 
responded to the survey said they live in multiracial 
households. Overall, 17% of those surveyed said they 
lived in a house where at least one person is 
multiracial, Hispanic, Black, Asian, or of another non-
white racial group.

Two-thirds of Jews identified as Ashkenazi — Jews who 
follow the customs of Central or Eastern Europe. 
Seven percent call themselves Sephardic (of Spanish 
ancestry) or Mizrahi (of Middle Eastern heritage), alone 
or in combination with another identity.

Denominational identity among Jews held steady when 
compared to Pew’s 2013 study. Just over half of all 
Jews belong to either the Reform (37%) or 
Conservative (17%) movements and 9% to Orthodox 
Judaism.

Worries over antisemitism

American Jews are increasingly concerned about 
antisemitism, with three-quarters saying there is more 
antisemitism than there was five years ago and more 
than half of Jews reported feeling less safe, including 
61% of “visible Jews,” most notably the Orthodox, 
whose attire more easily identifies them as Jewish.

While the survey did not ask which end of the political 
spectrum Jews saw antisemitism coming from — a hot 
topic in the debate over how to define antisemitism —
it did ask respondents whether former President 
Donald Trump and the two major U.S. political parties 
were friendly or unfriendly toward Jews.

Half of American Jews said the Democratic Party was 

“friendly” to Jews, while just 10% said it was 
“unfriendly.” In contrast, 37% said Trump was 
unfriendly to Jews and 26% said the same of the 
Republican Party. This question exposed one of the 
sharpest denominational divides, with only 2% of 
Orthodox Jews saying that Trump was unfriendly to 
Jews and 60% taking a favorable view of the GOP.

A house divided?

Some observers argue that the gap between Orthodox 
and less observant Jews goes far beyond politics and 
is driven by a lack of interaction and understanding 
between the two groups. Erica Brown, a modern 
Orthodox scholar, said that Orthodox Jews often have 
a difficult time relating to Jewish behavior that is not 
grounded in Jewish law, like keeping kosher or strict 
observance of Shabbat.

Meanwhile, Brown said Reform Jews find “all of these 
legal behaviors as small-minded and sometimes 
threatening,” and said Orthodox Jews were being 
grouped together and criticized as rule breakers in 
regard to COVID-19 restrictions.

“Especially now there’s a lot of micro-aggression 
coming from non-Orthodox movements toward 
Orthodox Jews,” said Brown, who runs the Mayberg
Center for Jewish Education and Leadership. “There are 
ways that progressives speak about Orthodox Jews 
that they would never speak about people of color.”

Others played down the differences between Orthodox 
Jews and those with more liberal practices. Rabbi Rick 
Jacobs, president of the Union for Reform Judaism, said 
there were countless examples of Orthodox and 
Reform clergy collaborating on Jewish programming 
across the country.

“We don’t all vote, earn, believe, pray the same way,” 
Jacobs said, “but we share a deep commonality and a 
mutual interconnection nonetheless and I think that’s 
profound and I think it’s a beautiful thing.”

But even Jacobs hinted at tensions between the 
different movements, saying that while Reform Jews 
made a point to stand in solidarity with Orthodox Jews, 
the relationship sometimes felt one-sided. “It’s not 
always reciprocated,” Jacobs said. “But that’s OK. 

Pew’s new study of American Jews reveals widening divides, worries over antisemitism

https://forward.com/news/466639/leading-jewish-scholars-say-bds-one-state-solution-are-not-antisemitic/
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That’s not how we teach our children — to do 
something because it’s reciprocated.”

Leonard Saxe, of Brandeis’s Steinhardt Social 
Research Institute, cautioned of making too much 
of the high-rate of young Jews identifying as Orthodox 
and said he saw little evidence that there was a 
growing gap between Jews based on level of 
observance.

“People have different views about how to enact 
Judaism. I don’t think it’s a new story” said Saxe, who 
added that it can be difficult to accurately analyze a 
group as small as the Orthodox and suggested that 
Pew might have over-counted the number of young 
Jews who identify as Orthodox.

Saxe said that his main takeaway from the report is 
the many different expressions of Judaism Americans 
Jews reported. “This study reinforces that there are 
diverse ways to be Jewish in America,” he said.

Roughly half of American Jews who rarely or never 
attend religious services said they express their 
Jewishness in other ways, including 74% who share 
culture and holidays with non-Jews, 63% who host or 
attend a Passover seder and 46% who fast on Yom 
Kippur.

Attitudes toward Israel

The report also painted a nuanced picture of American 
Jewish attitudes toward Israel. Unlike the 2013 Pew 
report, this survey asked about the Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanctions movement, which targets 
Israel for what BDS supporters describe as its human 
rights abuses and occupation of Palestinian land. 
BDS has been aggressively fought by the Jewish 
establishment. But only a slim majority of Jews 
surveyed had heard of the movement; 34% oppose 
it and 10% are in favor.

Few Jews believe that either Israeli or Palestinian 
leadership is sincere about achieving a peace 
settlement, with a total of 33% of Jews saying that 
Israel is sincere and 12% saying the same about 
Palestinian officials. That question was strongly 
correlated with level of education; 51% of those with 
a high school education or less believed Israel was 
sincere while just 21% of those with postgraduate 
degrees said the same.

The Pew survey was based on interviews with 4,718 
Jewish adults between November 2019 and last June. 
The research center contacted respondents by mail 
rather than telephone, the method used in the 2013 
study, because of falling participation rates in phone 
surveys. For that reason, Pew researchers cautioned 
against making direct comparisons between the two 
surveys, despite the fact they asked many of the 
same questions and largely yielded similar results. 
The margin of error for the overall report is 3%, 
although individual questions may have a higher or 
lower margin.

Those who agreed to take the survey could complete 
it in either English, Spanish or Russian.

–
Arno Rosenfeld is a staff writer for the Forward, where he 
covers U.S. politics and American Jewish institutions. You can 
reach him at arno@forward.com and follow him on 
Twitter @arnorosenfeld.
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What do my children understand – and what should I tell them – about the Israeli-Palestinian violence? 5

It is with heartbreak and concern that so many 
American Jewish adults are gazing towards the Middle 
East. But what do American Jewish children know 
about the current violence in Israel and Gaza? And 
how ought the adults who love them—parents, 
grandparents, and teachers—talk with them about it?

As a social scientist who studies Jewish children in the 
U.S., I’ve spoken with dozens of Jewish children about 
these questions. During every moment of heightened 
tension in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict since 2012, I 
have asked children to tell me what they know, how 
they feel, and how they learned about current events. 
It turns out that even though each child is unique, 
there are also developmental patterns in how Jewish 
children whose own homes and bodies are far away 
from the violence in the Middle East come to think 
about it. And that makes it much easier to know how 
to talk with them in developmentally appropriate ways 
at different ages.

Even in preschool, Jewish children know that Israel is a 
country that is far away from the United States. Kids 
who are 3- and 4-year-olds understand that Israel is a 
real place like Mexico, not an imaginary place like 
Arendelle from Disney’s “Frozen.” Children at this age 
may certainly understand when a parent is anxious or 
worried about information in the news, but they don’t 
typically associate Israel with violent conflict and they 
don’t spend much time wondering or worrying about 
wars in the Middle East.

Kindergarteners and first graders, by contrast, clearly 
understand that Israel is part of an ongoing and often 
violent conflict. In fact, “war in Israel” is often one of 
the first things that 5- and 6-year-olds mention about 
Israel even in moments of relative calm.

Yet at this age children find it difficult to grasp 
chronology and historical time, so they often conflate 
current Israeli soldiers with the Maccabees from the 
Chanukah story or other Jewish “fighters” from various 

points in history. Children in early elementary school 
often worry a great deal about whether the violence in 
the Middle East could seep into their own lives, and 
they need both emotional reassurance and help 
understanding that the “bad guys” from the Passover 
and Chanukah stories are distinct from the current-day 
challenges facing Israelis and Palestinians.

By second or third grade, whenever children learn to 
read fluidly, a new world opens in children’s ability to 
access and understand information. Children this age 
may learn about the current violence by reading over 
the shoulder of a parent scrolling through social 
media, or they may conduct Internet searches on their 
own, but 7- and 8-year-olds are often able to recount 
specific and detailed accounts of violent current 
events that they found online. At this age, children 
begin to express profound frustration when the adults 
in their lives don’t speak with them about both Israeli 
and Palestinian positions; they desperately want to 
know broad brush strokes about how “each team” 
views the conflict, and why each acts the way it does.

As early as fourth grade, but more commonly in fifth or 
sixth, Jewish children begin to make sense of the fact 
that Arabs are not a single, monolithic “team.” By age 
9, 10, or 11, they can readily understand not only that 
tensions between Israel and Iran are different from 
those between Israelis and Palestinians, but also that 
Palestinians in Gaza have distinct experiences and 
positions from Palestinians in the West Bank or in 
Jerusalem. At this age, many children begin to develop 
cognitive empathy – the ability to imagine themselves 
in the shoes of another – and have profound moral 
questions about why the conflict is so intractable. 
Clear and simple answers about different “teams,” 
which second and third graders often crave, will no 
longer suffice as early adolescents seek to make sense 
of the fact that not only the communities of the Middle 
East, but also the United States, has a stake in the 
ongoing conflict.

What do my children understand – and what should I 
tell them – about the Israeli-Palestinian violence?
By Sivan Zakai

Opinion
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By the time Jewish adolescents reach middle school, 
they often realize that Jews aren’t any more 
monolithic than Arabs are in their beliefs about, and 
positions to, the conflict. Despite the widely prevalent 
language of American Jews who “support Israel,” 
seventh and eighth graders understand that American 
Jews and their Israeli counterparts have differing –
and at times radically opposing – beliefs about what it 
means to do so. Jews in both countries have 
developed a range of beliefs about, and strategies for, 
preempting, responding to, and/or resolving the 
violence. At this age, young teens explicitly say that 
they don’t want adults to tell them what to think, but 
they certainly need more help learning how to 
deliberate about these differing Jewish positions.

As children grow and as events in the Middle East 
unfold, children don’t expect adults to have all the 
answers. In fact, they don’t even expect that there are 
answers to all of the questions that they ask –
especially when those questions raise complex moral 
or theological issues. They do, however, expect that 
adults are willing to talk with them about the things 
they wonder and worry about. Their own 
developmental stages ought to be a starting point for 
the conversations.

The views and opinions expressed in this article are 
the author’s own and do not necessarily reflect 
those of the Forward.

–

Sivan Zakai is the Sara S. Lee Associate Professor of Jewish 

Education at the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of 

Religion. She directs the Children’s Learning About Israel 

Project of the Jack, Joseph, and Morton Mandel Center for 

Studies in Jewish Education at Brandeis University.

Every day, I read about our complicated world in the 
news. And I ask myself: what would my father think 
about this? And what would he have done?

Many days, it’s not easy to know. But I’m relieved to 
know that the answer today is clear.

Rockets have been launched at Ashdod, Ashkelon, Tel 
Aviv and Jerusalem. And I know my father would have 
flown to Israel, the way he did during every one of its 
wars from 1956 until Operation Protective Edge in 
2014, two years before his death.

My father appreciated that many Diasporic Jews 
supported Israel by raising money and defending its 
actions to a hostile world. And while he disagreed, he 
also understood that other Diasporic Jews expressed 
their passion for the Jewish state through criticism.

He had opinions, but for the most part, he felt it was 
for Israel’s citizens to decide how best to achieve 
peace and security. And he was deeply grateful that 
Israel existed. Israel was a dream his grandmother 
had whispered to him as an infant. And it was the only 
reality that could guarantee to him that the Jewish 
people would never again be decimated.

For him, the consequence of that gratitude was 
simple. He would stand with Israel.

Thirty years ago, when Iraq’s Scud missiles fell on 
Israeli soil, my father went towards the danger. And in 
the event of his death, he wrote me a letter. My 
mother gave it to me, unopened, after he passed in 
2016.

“Should anything happen to me in Israel,” he wrote, “I 
hope you will remember at least some of the things I 
tried to share with you”.

My father stood with 
Israel when it was 
under attack. Will we?
By Elisha Wiesel

Opinion

What do my children understand – and what should I tell them – about the Israeli-Palestinian violence?

https://www.timesofisrael.com/two-rockets-fired-from-gaza-toward-ashdod-land-in-sea/
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https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1991-01-18-mn-158-story.html
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Here were the things he enumerated:

“Remember my father after whom 
you have been named.”

“Remember that you are a Jew.”

“Remember that, even within the doubt, 
there is a God — the God of Israel.”

There was more, but just as powerful as his words was 
their circumstance: the instinct of a survivor to stand 
with his people in moments of danger.

In my mind’s eye, I can see him in the fluorescent light 
of a bomb shelter, gas mask at the ready, scratching 
these instructions quickly onto a page and putting 
them into a pocket.

And I can see him standing with Israel today, 
witnessing everything, there to be counted among our 
people, with all of the attendant dangers that face us.

Some dangers are external: Gaza rockets, fired from 
behind the protection of civilian shields, land on an 
Israeli school in Ashkelon; a senior citizen and her 
caretaker are killed before they can get to safety. Arab 
rioters stone cars and threaten to lynch Jewish drivers. 
They trash synagogues in a scene reminiscent of the 
pogroms we had hoped were relegated to history.

But other dangers are internal: extremism, injustice, 
anger, naïveté.

Two weeks ago, extremist Jews from 
Lehava added fuel to the explosive situation by 
attacking innocent Arabs. The courts agonize over 
eviction cases in Sheikh Jarrah that 

risk perpetuating two standards for property law. 
Otherwise empathetic individuals express callousness 
to the tragedy of Palestinian casualties as Israel 
responds to rocket attacks. And some American Jews 
naively cry for the US to condition aid to Israel, as if 
the Iron Dome saving lives were an indulgence, as if 
withdrawing from the West Bank were a riskless 
proposition.

I listen to the sirens and screams of young children as 
my cousin, on the phone with me just outside Tel Aviv, 
dives to the sidewalk as missiles fly overhead.

I do not know how this will end.

But I know that the hatred of Jews is real, and did not 
disappear in 1945.

I know that I will observe Yartzeit tomorrow night for 
my grandparents and aunt who met their death in 
Auschwitz seventy-seven years ago. And I know we 
now have a country and an army devoted to making 
sure that no more Yartzeits need to be observed for 
murdered defenseless Jewish men, women and 
children.

And I know, as my father did, that Israel will survive 
because it will fight when it needs to fight, and it will 
make peace when peace is possible. Israel will do what 
needs to be done.

My father stood with Israel.

Will we?

The views and opinions expressed in this article are 
the author’s own and do not necessarily reflect 
those of the Forward.

–
Elisha Wiesel is the son of Marion and Elie Wiesel.

My father stood with Israel when it was under attack. Will we?

Part of Elie Wiesel’s 1991 note to his son, Elisha. Courtesy of 
Elisha Wiesel

https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/empty-school-2nd-building-hit-by-rocket-in-ashkelon-home-hit-in-ashdod/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/2-killed-by-rockets-in-ashkelon-amid-massive-barrages-from-gaza/
https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/palestinian-youth-injured-in-car-crash-in-old-city-riot-667743
https://www.jns.org/arab-israelis-in-lod-riot-set-fire-to-synagogue/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/in-jerusalem-palestinians-and-jews-see-a-night-of-rage-hate/
https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/why-we-need-to-speak-about-the-absentee-property-law/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/5/6/in-washington-a-debate-grows-about-conditioning-us-aid-to-israel
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‘Let’s all get together:’ A backstory on this weekend’s online Shabbaton for Jews of Color 8

In suburban Boston during the 1990s, I once caught a 
glimpse of a Black man wearing a kippah as he exited 
a shop next to my daughter’s gymnastics class. After 
dropping her off, I doubled-back to approach him 
gingerly.

Or maybe not so gingerly.

“Hey you!” I yelled — startling him, but beginning what 
Rick Blaine and Captain Renault would call a beautiful 
friendship.

These days, meeting other Jews of Color is 
considerably easier, as Harriette Wimms, a Baltimore 
psychologist, discovered shortly before the pandemic 
last year. It happened when she attended a talk in her 
town by Ilana Kaufman, executive director of the Jews 
of Color Initiative, in what was more typically a less-
than-diverse Jewish space.

“I was sitting in the front row,” Wimms recalled. “I 
turned around and I saw more Jews of Color than I had 
ever seen before.”

Another attendee, equally impressed, remarked: “I 
can’t believe I’m seeing you all for the first time. We’re 
family. Let’s all get together.”

Wimms took that to heart, and largely at her doing, 
that get-together will happen online this weekend as 
the National Jews of Color Shabbaton 2021. It’s hosted 
by the Jews of Color Mishpacha Project, an initiative 
spearheaded by Wimms as “a hub of learning, 
convening, and growth for JOC individuals, 
communities, and Jewish institutions.” It’s funded in 
part by the Jews of Color Initiative.

“It started as a Facebook post,” Wimms said. “JOC 
leaders across the country wrote back with a 
resounding yes.”

Running Friday through Sunday, the Shabbaton is far 
more than an online Shabbat service — though that 
part of the program is more challenging than it may 

sound; back to that in a bit. There are workshops by 
rock star Jews of Color, including Michael Twitty of 
“The Cooking Gene” fame, and Rabbi Sandra Lawson, 
who recently added the title of racial diversity, equity 
and inclusion director for Reconstructing Judaism to 
her many other first-and-only distinctions.

Other activities include sessions for youth and 
families, one on essence and spirituality, and another 
“for our white-skinned allies focused on antiracist 
work in Jewish spaces,” Wimms explains. The final day 
will host a recognition of trailblazers and elders in the 
Jews of Color community.

If the idea of a community of Jews of Color — or more 
specifically, various different colors that Black, Asian, 
Native American and Hispanic Jews come in — appears 
novel, it’s not, especially in the online world. As noted 
in the latest Pew study released this week, at least 8% 
of American Jews (and 15% of those 18 to 29) identify 
as something other than white, and there are others 
who have watched the population trends over the 
years, such as the Jews of Color Initiative’s Kaufman, 
who say the number is much higher.

So it’s not surprising that there are Facebook groups

‘Let’s all get together:’ A backstory on this weekend’s 
online Shabbaton for Jews of Color
By Robin Washington

Opinion

Image by iStock

https://www.jocmishpacha.org/
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galore and others that meet both online and in person, 
such as Jews in All Hues, the Multiracial Jewish 
Network and the San Francisco-based Be’chol Lashon, 
which convened an annual weekend gathering of Jews 
of Color from around the world between 2002 and 
2013.

That created a special challenge: how to accommodate 
the Shabbat needs and preferences for a crowd from 
different denominations and with wildly different ritual 
observances.

“We decided that a men’s section, a women’s section, 
and a mixed section would be most appropriate,” 
recalled Diane Tobin, Be’chol Lashon’s founder and its 
executive director until her retirement last year.

“But, as was the norm, my plan was foiled almost 
immediately by a woman who sat in the men’s section. 
I approached her and she explained that she was 
triggered by what she perceived as separate seating. 
She explained feeling like it was the ‘back of the bus,’ 
or unfair treatment limiting her free rights.”

That attendee was acclaimed children’s book author 
and classics professor Carolivia Herron, who also plans 
on participating in the Shabbaton.

“I was shocked. I guess I’m just used to the 
Conservative way,” recalled Herron, who teaches at 
Howard University in Washington. Her solution, she 
said, was to sit in another room to avoid keeping 
others from worshipping — although the experience 
left her debating whether or not to continue attending 
the annual event.

She did, and in subsequent years, Be’chol Lashon’s 
liturgical arrangements worked themselves out, 
mostly through friendships formed among attendees 
and the rabbis leading the services.

The JOC Shabbaton is banking on similar relationships 
from the start to quell any interdenominational 
disagreements. To begin with, Wimms and other 
planners have scheduled off-line activities for 
Orthodox attendees who won’t be participating in 
services on Shabbat.

Then there are the prayer leaders.

“I’ve been in interdenominational spaces for a decade. 
Nothing about it is simple, but it’s brave,” says Rabbi 
Isaiah Rothstein, who is co-leading the services with 
Koach Baruch Frazier, a Reconstructionist rabbinical 
student, and Rabbi Shais Rishon, who is Orthodox.

If you’re wondering about Rothstein’s denomination, 
he answers: “I’m millennial.”

When pressed, Rothstein said that he follows “the 
traditional approach of Jewish law from an Orthodox 
perspective,” though not in the same way as Rishon.

“All three of us are so different,” he explained. “We do 
have a lot in common. We share a deep love for the 
Jewish people.”

So does Harriette Wimms.

“There is a tremendous amount of wisdom among 
Jews of Color in the U.S. and we want to learn from 
each other and gain strength from each other that we 
can then bring back to our broader communities,” she 
states.

All of which can be easily accomplished in a weekend 
online — and much easier than chasing down a man 
wearing a yarmulke on the street.

Registration and other information about the Jews of 
Color National Shabbaton 2021 and Mishpacha Project 
may be found here.

The views and opinions expressed in this article are 
the author’s own and do not necessarily reflect 
those of the Forward.

–
Robin Washington, an award-winning veteran journalist from 
Minnesota, is the Forward’s Editor-at-Large. A longtime senior 
editor, columnist, radio host and documentarian across 
mainstream and ethnic media, he was one of the founders of 
the Alliance for Black Jews and early pioneer of the term, “Jew 
of color” more than two decades ago. He has mentored 
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‘Let’s all get together:’ A backstory on this weekend’s online Shabbaton for Jews of Color
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Danielle Goldstein Waldman attracts attention 
wherever she goes, even when she isn’t riding the 
horse on which she hopes to compete in the 2020 
Olympics, which will be held in Tokyo this summer. The 
thousands of colored feathers the championship-
winning show jumper wears woven into her hair have 
earned her the social media hashtag #FlyingFeathers
for the way they flow behind her when she’s riding.

While Israel’s equestrian team has not yet announced 
the four athletes who will represent it in Tokyo, barring 
injury, Waldman – known as Dani – is certain to be on 
it, sources say. It will be the champion rider’s first 
Olympics and the first Olympics in which Israel has 
qualified to compete in equestrian events. Which it did 
partly thanks to Waldman’s performance in the 
qualifiers.

Born and raised on Manhattan’s Upper East Side by 
parents who were world-ranked squash champions, 
Waldman now lives in Putten, the Netherlands, about 
an hour southeast of Amsterdam with her husband, 
Alan Waldman. They own Waldman Horses, on which 
they keep 600 equines, breeding about 100 each year, 
said Waldman in a video interview from her plant-filled 
home. “I found the only other American Jew in Holland 
doing horses to marry,” she quipped.

She was 8 years old when she first got on a horse, 
invited by a friend she was visiting on Long Island to 
take a riding lesson with her. She began competing in 
horseback immediately and that summer won the 
Hampton Classic in her age group. It didn’t surprise 
her. “I was a really competitive person my whole life,” 
said Waldman, who also competed in tennis 
tournaments even at that young age.

Before long, she was playing tennis less and riding 
horses more. After 5th grade she transferred from the 
Dalton School to the Professional Children’s School, an 
independent Manhattan institution catering to child 
athletes, dancers, actors and musicians who need to 
combine their education with their career.

She attended Hebrew school at the Upper East Side’s 
Temple Shaaray Tefilla, and celebrated her bat 
mitzvah in Israel, “at sundown at the foot of the Dead 
Sea,” Waldman recalled. She attended college at Duke 
University, earning a Bachelor’s Degree in Global 
Economies and Development. She was away most 
weekends competing, she said, so didn’t have much 
chance to be a part of Duke’s Hillel.

Becoming an Israeli citizen in 2010 re-connected 
Waldman to Judaism, she said. “I got more into it 
culturally. All of my education from when I was 
younger came back and I realized how much a part of 
me Judaism is. I also got really into cooking and would 
host seders with my friends.”

While her family life was “very Reform” and after her 
bat mitzvah she went to synagogue only on the High

Israeli equestrienne hopes to make Olympic history, 
with unmistakable flair
By Debra Nussbaum Cohen

News

Equestrian events are the only Olumpic sport where both men 
and women compete together. ‘And they don’t discriminate 
against the horse’s sex either,’ Goldstein said. Photo courtesy 
of Eric Sultan
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Holidays, “I built new memories as an adult.”

In a typical year, Waldman spends a month or two in 
Israel, training at equestrian centers near Tel Aviv, 
Haifa and Caesarea, and a similar amount of time in 
the U.S., seeing family in New York and Florida.

She moved to Putten in 2013, and she and Waldman 
married in 2019. She’s now 36, has two step-
daughters, who are 13 and 15, and doesn’t plan to have 
any biological children.

What Waldman is planning is to keep riding – and 
riding in her inimitable style.

So far she has competed in four European 
championships and two World Games, and has won six 
5th degree Grand Prix, the highest level possible. The 
most recent was the Palm Beach Masters in March 
2020, which was the last to be held before the world 
shut down due to COVID-19.

Creating her own style

Unlike in other sports, elite riders can continue 
competing into their 60s, Waldman said. Which means 
that her best years may still lie ahead. Riding is also 
“the only Olympic discipline where men and women 
compete against each other,” she said. “It’s non-
discriminatory. And as a woman, I do love kicking the 
men’s asses. It still feels really good.”

Waldman’s unique style isn’t just about the feather 
extensions in her hair, which she makes herself, hand-
dying feathers from 10 different bird breeds, from 
guinea fowl to rooster and ostrich – which she tries to 
ensure are sustainably sourced. She gets them sewn 
in at a hairdresser, and changes them every three 
months. “I’m inspired by someone I saw on the street 
who looked amazing, by fashion, or the season or my 
mood,” she said. “I had neon ones inspired by a 
Valentino show,” said the equestrienne. She once 
sported flame-colored feathers and said it made her 
feel “like it was an internal phoenix.”

In daily life the waist-length feather extensions “are 
super annoying,” she admits, but when she’s riding, 
she gathers them into a ponytail behind her riding 
helmet.

She started changing her hair color as a young girl, 
and began adding feathers in her hair after she met 
her husband. “I was working my way up to the very top 
of the sport, and felt everybody looked the same and 
was bored with it. I wanted to do something that was 
more me,” said Waldman. “It’s a traditional sport, and 
to differentiate yourself was so shunned.”

She doesn’t wear typical riding clothes, even in 
competition. Instead of jodhpurs, she wears yoga 
pants. “I refuse to wear any kind of pants with 
hardware,” she said. “It’s stupid to wear hard closures 
when we bend over on the horse.” Rather than a 
formal shirt, she wears a crop top underneath her 
jacket which, outside of the Olympics, can be any 
color. Waldman says she switches it up between the 
royal blue, bright teal and aubergine-colored blazers in 
her riding wardrobe. She designed a capsule collection 
of yoga-inspired riding clothes for an equestrian 
apparel brand, and more recently modeled on social 
media a beautiful purple suit with waist cut-outs, 
which she designed.

Her fashion sense does not please everyone in the 
riding world. “Once I wore a white jacket and got a lot 
of sh*t for it. It was non-traditional and somehow 
offensive. I have gotten phone calls from the president 
of the international governing body telling me that 
people are saying I’m not elegant enough for the sport. 
They think that I’m ruining the sport of show jumping 
somehow,” Waldman shared. “They ask me to take the 
feathers out and I say no. I’m within the rules, so 
there’s nothing they can really say. People are 
insanely mean. Someone literally said that I’m 
offending my horse. You can’t imagine the dumb 
things people say just to be mean.”

And while individuals say and write nasty things about 
what Waldman is wearing while she rides, “The Israeli 
equestrian federation and the Olympic committee 
have always been behind me. Flair helps get more 
eyeballs on this sport, so they’re all for it. They’re 
happy that a rider is not a sheep.”

She is also one of five women on the Israel Olympic 
Committee’s Female Empowerment Within Sports 
Council, helping promote individuality and strength 
among women athletes.

Israeli equestrienne hopes to make Olympic history, with unmistakable flair
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Being criticized for her appearance hurts, Waldman 

admits, “but it’s certainly not going to make me stop 

what I’m doing.”

Waldman started a concept she calls “Own YouR
IDEntity,” pointing out that the word RIDE is within it. 
“Anybody who wants to be a little different in our 
sport feels empowered to do it,” she said. “I started 
the idea to be playful, and then it took on a life of its 
own.”

She hopes one day to start a foundation or kids 
summer camp based on the idea.

Because Waldman knows just how powerful it is not 
only to clear a six-bar hurdle on the back of her horse 
Queensland, but also what it means to feel great 
about herself. “When I look in the mirror and think I 
look like hot sh*t, if I feel good about myself. It 
doesn’t matter what other people say.”

–

Debra Nussbaum Cohen is an award-winning journalist who 

covers philanthropy, religion, gender and other contemporary 

issues. Her work has been published in The New York Times, 

Wall Street Journal and New York magazine, among many 

other publications. She authored the book “Celebrating Your 

New Jewish Daughter: Creating Jewish Ways to Welcome 

Baby Girls into the Covenant.”

There is not one single moment of wit, humor or self-
reflection on Van Morrison’s execrable new album, 
“Latest Recording Project Volume 1” (is that “Volume 
1” a promise or a threat?). Morrison gives full voice to 
his inner Karen throughout the album, kvetching 
about everything from COVID lockdowns, bad 
reviews, Facebook, and, insidiously, Jews who control 
not only the media but pretty much everything in the 
world. As one critic aptly put it, now we know what 
the “Protocols of the Elders of Zion” would sound like 
with saxophone accompaniment.

If your idea of a good time is 28 songs full of bitter 
invective, resentment against unseen powers and 
forces, and holier-than-thou-ness put to lazy, 
phoned-in blues and “Celtic soul” in leaden, by-the-
numbers arrangements, then by all means don’t let 
me spoil the party. If listening to over two-dozen 
songs laced with QAnon-like ravings is your cup of 
tea, then I have nothing to offer you and you should 
stop reading right now.

Other great or once-great artists have released 
albums that have befuddled or angered their fans. 
Greil Marcus famously opened his Rolling Stone 
review of Bob Dylan’s 1970 album “Self Portrait” —
which contained almost no original songs — with the 
line, “What is this shit?” Even worse, thousands of 
fans felt betrayed by the Jewish rock-poet when in 
1979 he released “Slow Train Coming,” which seemed 
to indicate that Robert Allan Zimmerman had 
undergone some kind of Christian born-again 
experience, out of which he was transformed into a 
New Testament scold.

But even at his crankiest, Dylan gave listeners 
something to laugh about, a knowing wink of an eye, 
on the album’s hit single, “Gotta Serve Somebody,”

Antisemitism may be the 
least of Van Morrison’s 
problems on his 
wretched new album
By Seth Rogovoy

Culture

Israeli equestrienne hopes to make Olympic history, with unmistakable flair

A native New Yorker, Danielle Goldstein Waldman has been 
competing since she was 8 years old. Courtesy or Jose Woldring

https://www.amazon.com/Celebrating-Your-New-Jewish-Daughter/dp/1580230903?tag=thefor03-20
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wherein for the first time ever he referenced in song 
his family name when he sang, “You can call me 
Bobby, you can call me Zimmy,” an allusion to an old 
comedy routine by Bill “Raymond J. Johnson Jr.” 
Saluga. (Dylan was less funny on the follow-up album, 
“Saved,” but he made up for it on the final of his so-
called born-again trio of albums in an ode to 
hypocrisy-busting comedian and social satirist 
Lenny Bruce.)

There are no laughs on “Latest Recording Project 
Volume 1,” unless you count the ones where you laugh 
at the depths to which Morrison has sunk both lyrically 
and musically, that is, if you can get past the depravity 
of his mindset. You’ve probably already read or heard 
about the song, “They Control the Media,” which, while 
never explicitly naming who “they” are, is basically a 
reiteration of the age-old antisemitic canard that Jews 
control the media. Even worse, sings Morrison, “they 
control everything you do.” His paranoid obsession 
with this unnamed “they” that runs rampant 
throughout the album opens up a whole new area of 
Morrisonian speculation: Who was he thinking of when 
he named his first band “Them”?

Once upon a time, Van Morrison may have been rock 
music’s most lovable crank. Just thinking about him 
dressed in the sparkly pantsuit he wore for “The Last 
Waltz,” threatening to split a crotch seam whenever he 
kicked his leg up in the air on his over-the-top 
rendition of “Caravan,” always brings a smile. And for 
anyone of a certain age and demographic, his 1970 
album “Moondance” was in everyone’s record 
collection and part of the soundtrack of the Seventies. 
His inconsistent live performances were annoying to 
some, but they also added to his mystique and the 
sense that Morrison was more real or authentic than 
your average pop star. (For the record, I saw Morrison 
live six years ago at Forest Hills Stadium and he was 
great.)

But on his latest album, Morrison gives full vent to the 
misanthropy, and especially the misogyny, that has 
always bubbled beneath the surface of his songs. On 
“Why Are You on Facebook?” he insults the vast 
majority of his listeners when he sings, “Get a life, is it 
that empty and sad?” The song “Western Man,” with 
its pseudo-sociohistorical analysis that the title figure 

has “let others steal his rewards …. They stole it while 
he was dreaming” and that the only way back is to be 
“prepared to fight,” for which he should “Plan to start 
meetings in the forest,” could be a theme song for 
right-wing militias if it had a singable melody, or any 
melody.

Morrison turns his bile toward women in “No Good 
Deed Goes Unpunished” when he sings, “Booked her 
to the top restaurant table / But she said she didn’t 
like the meal / I got her tickets for the opera / But she 
complained about the VIP seats.” Morrison even finds 
a way to bash recipients of social welfare in the same 
song, complaining “Gave you a million Euros / Said 
that it wasn’t enough / How come when you’re still fit 
and able / You’re too lazy to go out and work.”

At the risk of proving his mad ravings to be true, Van 
Morrison—you are hereby and forthwith canceled.

–
Seth Rogovoy is a contributing editor at The Forward and the 
author of “Bob Dylan: Prophet Mystic Poet” (Scribner, 2009). 
Subscribe to Seth’s Substack newsletter 
at sethrogovoy.substack.com/welcome

Antisemitism may be the least of Van Morrison’s problems on his wretched new album
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