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Pew’s new study of American Jews reveals widening divides, worries over antisemitism 2

A new, detailed survey of American Jews from the Pew 
Research Center shows a deepening divide between 
the Orthodox and the less observant, a rising number 
of Black, Hispanic and Asian Jews, more intermarriage 
and growing concern about antisemitism.

The increasingly stark religious and political 
differences between the Orthodox and other Jews is 
likely to be one of the most studied findings of the 
248-page “American Jews in 2020,” which was 
released today. It lends credence to a worry common 
among religious and secular Jewish leaders that the 
community is splitting into two groups increasingly 
focused on what separates rather than what unites 
them.

The study found that 17% of Jews 18 to 29 identify as 
Orthodox, compared to just 3% of those over 65. 
Roughly 30% of young Jews identify as Reform and 
another 41% with no particular branch of Judaism.

Jews are also growing farther apart along political 
lines. The number of Orthodox Jews who identify as 
Republican increased from 57% in 2013 to 75% in this 
year’s survey, while 70 to 80% of Reform, 
Conservative and nondenominational Jews lean toward 
Democrats.

“The divides between American Orthodoxy and liberal 
Judaism in America are growing rapidly,” said Rabbi 
Shmuly Yanklowitz, who leads an organization for 
progressive Orthodox clergy. “If we don’t create 
common ground spaces we are going to lose the 
illusion of there being a Jewish people.”

While 9% of both Reform and Orthodox Jews say they 
have “a lot in common” with the other group, an 
additional 41% of Reform Jews say they have at least 
“some” things in common with the Orthodox, and 30% 
of Orthodox Jews say the same about their Reform 
counterparts.

Like Pew’s landmark 2013 study, which coined the 

term, “Jews of no religion” to describe what was then 
considered a surprising number of Jewish Americans 
who did not relate their Jewish identity to religious 
belief or practice, the report Pew released today 
underscores the same disconnect: only 1 in 5 Jews 
surveyed told Pew that religion is very important to 
them. That compares to 2 in 5 Americans overall.

The latest Pew survey also shows that the rate of 
intermarriage continue to grow: 72% of non-Orthodox 
American Jews who married since 2010 have a non-
Jewish spouse. Among the Orthodox, however, almost 
all — 98% — marry other Jews.

But those concerned that intermarriage means fewer 
Jews in the future may take heart in another Pew 
finding: nearly 70% of interfaith couples are raising 
children to be either religiously, culturally or partly 
Jewish.“Intermarriage was once a ticket out of Judaism 
and today that’s not the case,” said Leonard Saxe, 
director of the Steinhardt Social Research Institute at 
Brandeis University.

The study also found that the Jewish population of the 
U.S. is stable, rising in terms of absolute numbers but 
remaining about the same percentage of the general 
population.

Pew’s new study of American Jews reveals widening 
divides, worries over antisemitism
By Arno Rosenfeld

News

American Jewish adults under 30 are the most diverse of any living 
generation. (Designed by Laura E. Adkins for the Forward; data from 
Pew Research Center’s “American Jews in 2020” report)

https://www.pewforum.org/2021/05/11/jewish-americans-in-2020
https://www.pewforum.org/2013/10/01/jewish-american-beliefs-attitudes-culture-survey/
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Researchers at the non-profit, Washington-based Pew 
center, which has authored comprehensive reports on 
other groups, including Catholics and Muslims, also 
found many commonalities among American Jews.

In general, Jews care about being Jewish. Three-
quarters consider being Jewish either somewhat or 
very important in their lives.

Among attributes most American Jews consider 
essential to being Jewish, 82% say caring about Israel, 
with 58% saying that they feel attached to the nation; 
76% say remembering the Holocaust; 72% say leading 
an ethical life; and 59% say working for justice and 
equality.

Diversity Rising

This year’s survey, more closely than Pew’s 2013 
report, examined racial diversity among American 
Jews. Eight percent of the Jewish population identify as 
Hispanic, Black or Asian — or anything other than non-
Hispanic white — a share that nearly doubles to 15% 
among Jews between 18 and 29. These numbers are 
sure to be closely examined as many Jewish 
institutions grapple with how to welcome “Jews of 
color,” though the Pew study did not use that term —
which refers to Jews who are not white. Some of those 
surveyed identified with more than one race.

The report also found that 13% of those who 
responded to the survey said they live in multiracial 
households. Overall, 17% of those surveyed said they 
lived in a house where at least one person is 
multiracial, Hispanic, Black, Asian, or of another non-
white racial group.

Two-thirds of Jews identified as Ashkenazi — Jews who 
follow the customs of Central or Eastern Europe. 
Seven percent call themselves Sephardic (of Spanish 
ancestry) or Mizrahi (of Middle Eastern heritage), alone 
or in combination with another identity.

Denominational identity among Jews held steady 
when compared to Pew’s 2013 study. Just over half 
of all Jews belong to either the Reform (37%) or 
Conservative (17%) movements and 9% to 
Orthodox Judaism.

Worries over antisemitism

American Jews are increasingly concerned about 
antisemitism, with three-quarters saying there is more 
antisemitism than there was five years ago and more 
than half of Jews reported feeling less safe, including 
61% of “visible Jews,” most notably the Orthodox, 
whose attire more easily identifies them as Jewish.

While the survey did not ask which end of the political 
spectrum Jews saw antisemitism coming from — a hot 
topic in the debate over how to define antisemitism —
it did ask respondents whether former President 
Donald Trump and the two major U.S. political parties 
were friendly or unfriendly toward Jews.

Half of American Jews said the Democratic Party was 
“friendly” to Jews, while just 10% said it was 
“unfriendly.” In contrast, 37% said Trump was 
unfriendly to Jews and 26% said the same of the 
Republican Party. This question exposed one of the 
sharpest denominational divides, with only 2% of 
Orthodox Jews saying that Trump was unfriendly to 
Jews and 60% taking a favorable view of the GOP.

A house divided?

Some observers argue that the gap between Orthodox 
and less observant Jews goes far beyond politics and is 
driven by a lack of interaction and understanding 
between the two groups. Erica Brown, a modern 
Orthodox scholar, said that Orthodox Jews often have 
a difficult time relating to Jewish behavior that is not 
grounded in Jewish law, like keeping kosher or strict 
observance of Shabbat.

Meanwhile, Brown said Reform Jews find “all of these 
legal behaviors as small-minded and sometimes 
threatening,” and said Orthodox Jews were being 
grouped together and criticized as rule breakers in 
regard to COVID-19 restrictions.

“Especially now there’s a lot of micro-aggression 
coming from non-Orthodox movements toward 
Orthodox Jews,” said Brown, who runs the Mayberg
Center for Jewish Education and Leadership. “There are 
ways that progressives speak about Orthodox Jews 
that they would never speak about people of color.”

Pew’s new study of American Jews reveals widening divides, worries over antisemitism

https://forward.com/news/466639/leading-jewish-scholars-say-bds-one-state-solution-are-not-antisemitic/
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Others played down the differences between Orthodox 
Jews and those with more liberal practices. Rabbi Rick 
Jacobs, president of the Union for Reform Judaism, said 
there were countless examples of Orthodox and 
Reform clergy collaborating on Jewish programming 
across the country.

“We don’t all vote, earn, believe, pray the same way,” 
Jacobs said, “but we share a deep commonality and a 
mutual interconnection nonetheless and I think that’s 
profound and I think it’s a beautiful thing.”

But even Jacobs hinted at tensions between the 
different movements, saying that while Reform Jews 
made a point to stand in solidarity with Orthodox Jews, 
the relationship sometimes felt one-sided. “It’s not 
always reciprocated,” Jacobs said. “But that’s OK. 
That’s not how we teach our children — to do 
something because it’s reciprocated.”

Leonard Saxe, of Brandeis’s Steinhardt Social 
Research Institute, cautioned of making too much of 
the high-rate of young Jews identifying as Orthodox 
and said he saw little evidence that there was a 
growing gap between Jews based on level of 
observance.

“People have different views about how to enact 
Judaism. I don’t think it’s a new story” said Saxe, who 
added that it can be difficult to accurately analyze a 
group as small as the Orthodox and suggested that 
Pew might have over-counted the number of young 
Jews who identify as Orthodox.

Saxe said that his main takeaway from the report is 
the many different expressions of Judaism Americans 
Jews reported. “This study reinforces that there are 
diverse ways to be Jewish in America,” he said.

Roughly half of American Jews who rarely or never 
attend religious services said they express their 
Jewishness in other ways, including 74% who share 
culture and holidays with non-Jews, 63% who host or 
attend a Passover seder and 46% who fast on 
Yom Kippur.

Attitudes toward Israel

The report also painted a nuanced picture of American 
Jewish attitudes toward Israel. Unlike the 2013 Pew 
report, this survey asked about the Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanctions movement, which targets 
Israel for what BDS supporters describe as its human 
rights abuses and occupation of Palestinian land. BDS 
has been aggressively fought by the Jewish 
establishment. But only a slim majority of Jews 
surveyed had heard of the movement; 34% oppose it 
and 10% are in favor.

Few Jews believe that either Israeli or Palestinian 
leadership is sincere about achieving a peace 
settlement, with a total of 33% of Jews saying that 
Israel is sincere and 12% saying the same about 
Palestinian officials. That question was strongly 
correlated with level of education; 51% of those with a 
high school education or less believed Israel was 
sincere while just 21% of those with postgraduate 
degrees said the same.

The Pew survey was based on interviews with 4,718 
Jewish adults between November 2019 and last June. 
The research center contacted respondents by mail 
rather than telephone, the method used in the 2013 
study, because of falling participation rates in phone 
surveys. For that reason, Pew researchers cautioned 
against making direct comparisons between the two 
surveys, despite the fact they asked many of the same 
questions and largely yielded similar results. The 
margin of error for the overall report is 3%, although 
individual questions may have a higher or lower 
margin.

Those who agreed to take the survey could complete it 
in either English, Spanish or Russian.

–
Arno Rosenfeld is a staff writer for the Forward, where he 
covers U.S. politics and American Jewish institutions. You can 
reach him at arno@forward.com and follow him on 
Twitter @arnorosenfeld.

Pew’s new study of American Jews reveals widening divides, worries over antisemitism
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The Pew Research Center’s new report, “Jewish 
Americans in 2020,” is nearly 250-pages long and 
asked 4,718 respondents about a wide range of topics. 
Do they watch Jewish television shows? Would they 
prefer their grandchildren marry a Jew or share their 
political beliefs? How closely do they follow news 
about Israel? You can read our full write-up of the 
report, and we’ll be rolling out more coverage in 
coming days — but here are five of the most interesting 
takeaways from the study, Pew’s first broad look at 
American Jews since 2013.

1. There’s less middleground for young Jews

Young Jews are far more likely to be very observant —
with 17% of those 18 to 29 identifying as Orthodox — or 
not very observant, with Reform Jews and those 
affiliated with no particular branch making up a 
combined 70% of young Jewish adults. Both the 
Reform and Conservative movements are losing young 
adherents as the Orthodox and those with no 
affiliation make gains. This underscores what Rabbi 
Shmuly Yanklowitz, who is part of a progressive 
modern Orthodox movement, says is a case of 
religious polarization at a time of upheaval for 
Americans torn between multiculturalism and 
tribalism. “There’s very little middleground there,” 
Yanklowitz said.

Meanwhile, the Reform movement appears to be doing 
a better job of holding onto young Jews than the 
Conservatives. Twenty-nine percent of Jews 18 to 29 
identify as Reform, compared to just 8 percent who 
consider themselves Conservative. Amy Asin, vice 
president for congregations at the Union for Reform 
Judaism, credited the movement’s robust camping 
program and youth groups and said they are always 
look for ways to bring more young Jews into the fold. 
“It’s a two-way street,” Asin said. “There’s a whole 
segment of youth who are out there doing incredible 
things that we want to connect to.”

2. Chabad draws a diverse — but limited —
following of American Jews

For the first time in its surveys of Jews, Pew asked 
about Chabad, the Orthodox movement that offers 
Jewish programming across the United States. 
Researchers found that 16% of American Jews 
participate in Chabad’s activities “often” or 
“sometimes,” including services. But of those who 
participate “often” or “sometimes,” 27% are Reform, 
26% are Conservative and 16% are unaffiliated. 
Another 21% of U.S. Jews said they “rarely” attended 
Chabad activities, for a total of 37% who have 
participated in some kind of Chabad programming at 
least once.

3. Jewish support for Israel remains high, but lower 
among young Jews

Eighty percent of American Jews say “caring about 
Israel is an essential or important part of what being 
Jewish means to them,” according to the Pew survey. 
But that topline number buries some nuance: 41% of 
Jews say they are not very, or at all, emotionally 
attached to Israel and 42% say they don’t closely 
follow news about the Jewish state. When it comes to 
the movement to boycott Israel, 43% of American Jews 
oppose it while 10% are strongly or somewhat in favor. 
Young Jews 18 to 29 are more likely to support the 
Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions movement — with 
13% in favor and 34% opposed — but Jews who do not 
identify as Jewish in a religious sense, and those who 
are unaffiliated with any particular branch, had the 
highest levels of support at 18% and 17%, respectively.

4. Intermarriage is increasing, but most 
children are being raised Jewish

The Pew study found that an increasing number of 
Jews are marrying non-Jewish spouses. While 58% of 
all Jews have a Jewish spouse, only 39% of those

Top takeaways from the new Pew study: Chabad, 
Israel, Jewish food and more
By Arno Rosenfeld

News

https://www.pewforum.org/2021/05/11/jewish-americans-in-2020
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married since 2010 are married to a Jew. However, 
70% of interfaith couples are raising their children 
Jewish in some way — either “by religion,” “Jewish but 
not by religion,” “partly Jewish by religion” or “some 
mix.” In comparison, 99% of Jewish married couples 
are raising their children as at least partly Jewish and 
93% report raising them “Jewish by religion.” Most 
Jews — 64% overall — say rabbis should perform 
interfaith marriage ceremonies while another 25% say 
it depends and 9% are completely opposed. Those 
numbers don’t vary much by age, although Orthodox 
Jews and Republican Jews are most opposed to rabbis 
performing intermarriage ceremonies, with 73% and 
26% opposed, respectively.

5. Food unites us
The most common Jewish practice for American Jews 
is cooking or eating traditional Jewish foods, which 
72% of all Jews say they do. That’s significantly higher 
than the number who held or attended a Seder last 
year — 62% — and dwarfs the 20% who say they 
attend synagogue at least once a month. Other 
popular Jewish activities include sharing culture and 
holidays with non-Jewish (62% report doing this), 
visiting Jewish sites while traveling (57%) and reading 
Jewish books (44%).

–
Arno Rosenfeld is a staff writer for the Forward, where he 
covers U.S. politics and American Jewish institutions. You can 
reach him at arno@forward.com and follow him on 
Twitter @arnorosenfeld.

In the latest comprehensive study of American Jews, 
there’s a single deep truth that’s hidden in plain sight, 
like matzah in a matzah ball. And yes, it is about food.

The Pew Research Center’s report, “Jewish Americans 
in 2020,” asked respondents what “Jewish practices 
and activities” they engage in, and for people worried 
about the Jewish future, the numbers, at first glance, 
don’t look great.

Only 20% of all Jews go to synagogue monthly. 
There’s a growing divide between the Orthodox and 
non-Orthodox, the younger generation is increasingly 
detached from Israel, and for those who worry about 
such things, there’s a 61% intermarriage rate since 
2010.

You can already hear the hand-wringing. “Young 
Jewish People Increasingly Detached from Jewish 
People,” The Jerusalem Post’s headline on the Pew 
study practically shrieked.

What the handwringers will miss is that these Jews 
are engaged, just not in a way the experts recognize. 
If the idea is to activate and inspire the next 
generation, consider this: 72% of Jews of “sometimes 
or often cook or eat traditional Jewish food.” That, 
according to Pew, is the one thing Jewish thing Jews 
do more than any other.

There are more clues sprinkled throughout the survey 
results that the answer to greater Jewish engagement 
may be staring us right in the plate.

The next highest numbers on the list are the number 
of Jews who celebrate the Passover seder — 62% —
and the number who “share culture/milestones with 
non-Jews,” also 62%. Both of those activities revolve 
around, yes, food.

We eat three times a day—six during the pandemic—
far more than we could ever attend a Jewish lifecycle

The single most important 
statistic from the Pew 
Survey is about…food
By Rob Eshman

Opinion

Top takeaways from the new Pew study: Chabad, Israel, Jewish food and more
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ritual (61%), “engage in political activism based on 
Jewishness” (30%), or “read Jewish news online”(42%). 
So it’s not surprising that there are that many more 
opportunities to literally taste our traditions.

“Food is not to be treated with scorn,” Masekhet
Soferim, an 8th century collection of commentary, 
chides us, and yet we tend to look down on Jews 
whose first associations with their religion is a cheese 
blintz, or a #19 at Langers. We even have a sneering 
description for them: “lox and bagel Jews.”

But connecting through food to faith isn’t shallow, 
demeaning the connection is.

“Religion and culture is a false binary,” the 
scholar Samira Mehta told me when I phoned to run 
my take on the Pew findings by her. “Food is this thing 
we think of in terms of culture. But it ties into these big 
cosmic things, like love of family and tradition. Food 
can be metaphysically meaningful.”

This insight becomes even more important precisely 
because so many Jews are choosing to intermarry. In 
a paper she published called, “I Chose Judaism But 
Christmas Cookies Chose Me,” Mehta, an assistant 
professor of Jewish studies at University of Colorado, 
wrote that for intermarried couples, “food serves a 
critical role in the creation of familial religious practice.” 
Food, considered “just” cultural, actually carries religious 
meaning forward in the lives of these families.

This has always been true, but it is especially true for a 
Millennial and GenX generations for whom food is the 
last tangible, non-virtual, un-digitizable thing in their 
lives. Books, music movies, dating, sex and even 
religious community can all be had via broadband, but 
food you still have to touch and chew and swallow.

Mainstream Jewish organizations and philanthropists 
have only recently come to see food as a primary way 
of building Jewish connection— better than 
synagogues, Israel, antisemitism or, yes, even 
guilt. OneTable, which funds “non-prescriptive” 
Shabbat dinners for young Jews, is a prime example of 
how to engage through food.

The Jewish Farming Network — not a cable channel but 
dozens of urban and rural farms engaged in ethical 
food production and educating around Jewish values—

and Hazon, which pioneered in teaching Jewish food 
ethics, understand that as food binds us to our culture, 
it also allows us to act on our ethics.

The “New Deli” movement has brought mindful 
sourcing and artisanal techniques to babka and 
pickles, and the “Ethical Kashrut” movement has lifted 
the cloak of holiness on practices that, lacking 
accountability, can be as cruel and profane as any in 
the modern food industry. Authors like Michael Twitty, 
by expanding the notion of what Jewish food is, are 
making room at the table for the growing number of 
Jews from diverse backgrounds.

None of this is new— Jewish food values are rooted in 
Torah. A Yiddish back-to-the-land movement even spread 
across the country in the early 20th-century. Food as 
a way into Jewish life was just waiting to be 
rediscovered. And now, there needs to be more of it.

In his new book, “Animal, Vegetable, Junk,” former New 
York Times food columnist Mark Bittman describes 
how, over the past several decades, we have looked 
away as our modern food system has developed into 
an efficient, immoral, unsustainable machine for 
wreaking havoc on our natural resources, on our 
bodies, and on the bodies of other animals.

It shouldn’t be surprising that, as the check for this 
bloated meal comes due, the generation that will end up 
paying for it is looking at how to do things differently.

Bittman, whom I spoke with about his book 
via Zoominar on Wednesday, said that the process of 
writing it actually increased his own dormant spiritual 
feelings. He had described himself in the New York 
Times as an atheist and “a lapsed Jew,” but studying 
the food system deeply and its impact on the planet 
made the interconnectedness of life apparent, leaving 
him with a sense of oneness, that what’s bad for 
animals is bad for our souls.

“It surprised me,” he said.

Not me. Food is the obvious bridge to ritual, tradition, 
ethics and spirituality. If you want to make Jews, make food.

–
Rob Eshman is national editor of the Forward. Follow him 
on Instagram and Twitter @foodaism or email 
eshman@forward.com.

The single most important statistic from the Pew Survey is about…food
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What makes you feel Jewish? For most Jews, Holocaust remembrance is at the top of the list. 8

The vast majority of American Jews view remembering 
the Holocaust as essential to their Jewish identities —
more than religious activities like observing Jewish law 
or cultural ones like eating Jewish food, according 
to “American Jews in 2020,” released today by the Pew 
Research Center.

More than 75% of survey respondents said that 
remembering the Holocaust was essential to their 
Jewish identities, the same as in Pew’s 2013 survey 
of American Jews. A more universal value — leading 
a moral and ethical life — came next in the 
rankings (72%).

Valuing Holocaust remembrance emerged as one 
of the key commonalities among Jewish American in 
a report that highlighted the many divisions among 
them, particularly between the Orthodox and 
other Jews.

Traditional ideas about what it means to be Jewish no 
longer resonate for many Jews, according to Pew 
researchers. But Holocaust remembrance is important 
across the Jewish spectrum.

“The kind of classical theological formulation was that 
the Jews were people of God, the Torah and Israel,” 
said Pamela Nadell, the director of the Jewish Studies 
program at American University. “There are huge 
arguments about God, Torah and Israel, so in that 
sense, remembering the Holocaust has become the 
new theology.”

The emergence over the decades of Holocaust 
education programs and memorials even in places 
like Newport News, Virginia, which lack a significant 
number of Jews, have created a culture of Holocaust 
memorial in the United States that is obviously present 
in the Jewish community as well, said Nadell.

The Holocaust is exceptionally well-documented, with 
testimonies from survivors and eyewitnesses 

preserved in perpetuity online, and records emerging 
from dusty attics and government filing cabinets every 
year. But remembrance is also threatened by doubters 
and detractors who question the number of Jews killed, 
dispute the role different countries played in the 
Holocaust, and even deny that it ever happened.

Holocaust denial confronts a large majority of 
American Jews, according to the report: 71% of Jews 
have heard or read about someone claiming in the 
past year that “the Holocaust did not happen or its 
severity has been exaggerated.”

Robust Holocaust remembrance programs are a 
phenomenon of the relatively recent past.

Holocaust survivors were not always booked solid for 
speaking engagements, said Nadell. It took years after 
the liberation of the camps and the end of the war for 
them to appear on television and it wasn’t until the 
late 1950s and early 1960s that the Holocaust entered 
the popular culture, with books such as “The Diary 
of Anne Frank,” and films such as “Judgment 
at Neuremberg.”

Since then, the number of commemorations and 
memorials has grown. In 1978, President Jimmy Carter 
established the President’s Commission on the 
Holocaust to create a national memorial. A senator 
from Missouri, John Danforth, brought forth a 
resolution in 1979 to create Holocaust remembrance 
days in the United States. In 1980, a United States 
Holocaust Memorial Council was established to 
oversee the creation of a national museum and help 
states and localities organize their own civic 
ceremonies. The United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum opened in 1993 on the National Mall. The 
United Nations General Assembly voted in 2005 to 
create an international day of remembrance.

Jews have their own ways of remembering, said Arielle 
Levites, who leads the Collaborative for Applied

What makes you feel Jewish? For most Jews, 
Holocaust remembrance is at the top of the list.
By Molly Boigon

News
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Studies in Jewish Education at The George Washington 
University. Some might light a candle, participate in a 
commemoration ceremony, donate to organizations 
that support survivors or teach others about the 
Holocaust. Memorial events often include references 
to other genocides and atrocities, with the reminder 
that “never again,” should the world tolerate mass 
slaughter.

“I wouldn’t assume that everyone draws the same 
lessons in remembering the Holocaust,” Levites said. 
For example, “many American Jews see their spiritual 
lives and spiritual practices as in some ways a 
response to inherited Jewish trauma, and the act of 
spiritual practice and healing as a way of remembering 
and responding to the Holocaust.”

The essential nature of Holocaust remembrance to 
Jewish identity might also have something to do with 
the fact that it’s accessible to Jews who are not 
religious, said Ilana Weltman, who teaches the class 
“Holocaust Education & Contemporary Antisemitism” 
at The George Washington University.

Memorials and ceremonies, while sometimes 
incorporating religious elements, are often designed to 
appeal to people of many faiths. Remembrances led 
by the government are also sometimes intentionally 
secular, as are, of course, Holocaust education units in 
public schools.

“History is its own discipline,” Weltman said. “It draws 
people in who may be uncomfortable with other 
organized forms of Jewish practice.”

She and another expert, Jack Kliger, who leads the 
Museum of Jewish Heritage in New York, noted that 
remembering the Holocaust is important to Jews of all 
levels of observance, something that can’t be said for 
other practices, such as following dietary and other 
Jewish laws.

He added that Jews of different denominations don’t 
express different levels of interest in the museum’s 
exhibits, because the Nazis did not parse Jews based 
on their religiosity.

Kliger and Weltman also agreed that Holocaust 
remembrance ranking so highly for Jews reflected 

other parts of Jewish identity respondents considered 
important: emotional sensitivity and intellectual 
curiosity.

After Holocaust remembrance, leading a moral and 
ethical life, working for justice and equality in society, 
being intellectually curious and continuing family 
traditions were all essential for more than half of the 
Jews surveyed.

“To really understand Jewish values, you must 
understand our history and where we came from and 
how we have emerged as a people,” said Kliger, “and 
the Holocaust is an essential part of that experience.”

–
Molly Boigon is an investigative reporter at the Forward. 
Contact her at boigon@forward.com or follow her on 
Twitter @MollyBoigon.

What makes you feel Jewish? For most Jews, Holocaust remembrance is at the top of the list.
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The Pew Research Center 
Tuesday released Jewish 

Americans in 2020, a survey 
that paints a detailed 

portrait of the United States’ 
7.5 million Jews. Here are 

some of the report’s most 
significant findings:

America’s
Jews in 2020

By Mira Fox
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As we move towards the 54th anniversary of Loving v. 
Virginia, the landmark Supreme Court ruling that 
legalized interracial marriage across the United States, 
I’m consistently reminded that, throughout American 
history, the fortunes of the multicultural and 
multiethnic family have been inextricably linked to 
legal definitions of race. Hundreds of thousands of 
Americans have died to expand or maintain the 
boundaries of who is and who is not a person, who can 
and who cannot marry, and, thus, whose family is and 
is not legitimate.

My own family is a multiracial Jewish family who lives 
at the intersection of Black and Jewish. Throughout 
American history, families like mine have been ignored, 
overlooked, persecuted, and outright illegal.

Nevertheless, I have always sensed that my Jewish 
family’s story was a universal Jewish story. I have told 
that story to skeptics who believe we Jews with diverse 
racial and ethnic backgrounds are statistically 
insignificant; to others who believe we should wait 
until our numbers reach some hypothetical tipping 
point before demanding representation, access, and 
resources; and, sometimes, to my own children when 
the pressure of being an “only” has discouraged them.

Our family, I tell them, is both unique and 
commonplace. We don’t need numbers to prove our 
worth. That being said, I am pleased to see that 
the new Pew 2020 study has found that the US Jewish 
population, along with the country’s population as a 
whole, is growing more racially and ethnically diverse. 
Most striking is the pattern of rising diversity for adult 
Jews under age 30: 15% identify as ethnically and 
racially diverse (7% Hispanic, 2% Black and 6% Mixed-
race), double the percentage for Jewish adults over 30.

Unlike the last Pew survey in 2013, the 2020 survey 
also asked about the race and ethnicity of other adults 
and children in Jewish households. The data indicate 
that 17% of U.S. Jews live in households where at least 
one person — adult or child — is Hispanic, Black, Asian, 

another (non-White) race or ethnicity, or multiracial; 
this includes household members who may not be 
Jewish. The Jewish American family is more diverse 
than it has ever been.

For my family, as for the families and young people 
that Be’chol Lashon serves, this continues to be an 
everyday reality. In 2018, Pew reported that millennials 
were more diverse than previous generations, but 
diversity is increasing. Nearly half (48%) of Generation 
Z, who are currently between the ages of 6 and 21, are 
multiracial. Jews are part of American life and are 
affected by national trends. Whether through birth, 
intermarriage, conversion or adoption, Jews are a 
diverse people, Jewish families are diverse, and race 
and ethnicity are important elements in shaping Jewish 
identity and expression.

To keep pace with these changes, research 
methodologies must continue to evolve. Be’chol
Lashon, where I am executive director, grew out of 
concerns about the accuracy and efficacy of 
contemporary Jewish demography — particularly with 
regards to Jewish diversity. In fact, Be’chol Lashon was 
founded in 2000 in response to The Study of Ethnic & 
Racial Diversity of the Jewish Community, the first of 
its kind. At the time, demographers sourced Jews by 
pulling from lists of people who were determined to 
have “distinctive Jewish last names”, called DJNs. It is 
immediately apparent to even the casual observer that 
such methods would have excluded wide swaths of 
the Jewish community; however, even contemporary 
methods are behind the curve.

When Pew conducted its 2013 survey, demographers 
selected a sample size of Jews by calling randomly 
selected phone numbers and asking respondents if 
they were Jewish. By 2020, however, response rates to 
these telephone surveys had declined, so researchers 
sent letters to randomly selected residential addresses 
across the country, asking the recipients to submit a 
short screening survey online or by mail. Given how 
difficult it is to find a significant sample size of people

Diverse families like mine are the Jewish future
By Marcella White Campbell

Opinion
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who identify as Jewish, it is even more challenging to 
find people who identify as Jews of Color. Research 
methodologies must continue to evolve to accurately 
count us. In addition, as numbers of multiracial and 
multiethnic couples and children continue to rise, a 
growing number of Americans are finding it difficult to 
select a single racial or ethnic group in surveys and on 
census forms. We can only speculate what surveys 
like Pew or the census will look like in the future, but 
racial and ethnic categories will likely be very 
different from those on the 2020 Pew or Census 
questionnaires.

Despite overall declines in traditional Jewish 
engagement, 94% of Jews expressed pride in their 
heritage. Meanwhile, previous studies have shown 
that diversity and inclusion are important values for 
young Jews and a key lens through which they make 
choices about engaging in Jewish life. Jews at the 
“margins,” or, more accurately, at the “frontiers” of 
Jewish life, are looking for ways to engage. They find 
meaning and relevance in a Jewish community that 
holds space for ethnically and racially diverse Jews. 
Multiethnic Jewish families deserve a Jewish 
community that validates them, supports them — and 
counts them.

Marcella White Campbell is executive director 
of Be’chol Lashon, an organization that has 
advocated for the racial and ethnic diversity of the 
Jewish people for more than 20 years.

The views and opinions expressed in this article are 
the author’s own and do not necessarily reflect those 
of the Forward.

–
Marcella White Campbell is the executive director of Be’chol
Lashon, an organization that has advocated for the racial 
and ethnic diversity of the Jewish people for more than 
20 years.

When I heard that the Pew Research Center was 
releasing its new report on American Jewish identity, 
and that it had added more measures of expressing 
Jewishness than it did in its landmark 2013 study, I 
was sure that “learning Yiddish” or “engaging in 
Yiddish culture” would be included. After all, most 
American Jews are Ashkenazi, whose ancestors hailed 
from Yiddish-speaking towns in eastern Europe. 
(Yiddish was not mentioned the first time around.)

I had good reason to expect this, since the number of 
people studying Yiddish has increased greatly in the 
past eight years. Online classes at the Workers’ Circle, 
which used to attract about 50 students a year, now 
have more than 1,000 students (no doubt spurred on, 
at least in part, by the pandemic). Last summer, the 
intensive Yiddish summer program at YIVO Institute 
for Jewish Research, conducted online due to Covid-
19, reported that so many students registered in the 
program that YIVO needed to add new sections and 
hire teachers at the last minute.

The Forward’s own YouTube series, Yiddish Word of 
the Day, has received about 750,000 views since its 
inception in April 2020. And when the language-
learning app, Duolingo, added Yiddish to its list of 39 
languages last month, a quarter of a million people 
signed up in just two weeks.

It was surprising, then, that the 2020 Pew study has 
no mention of Yiddish whatsoever.

What was also surprising about the new Pew study 
was that, like in the previous one, more than half of 
the questions focused on the religious aspects of 
Jewish identity, despite the fact that only 1 in 5 Jews 
report that religion is very important in their lives. 
(Among U.S. adults overall, 41% say religion is very 
important to them.)

In fact, 32% of Jewish adults do not consider

What the new Pew study 
missed by not asking 
about Yiddish
By Rukhl Schaechter
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themselves members of any religious Jewish branch or 
denomination of American Judaism, and 27% 
categorized themselves as “Jews of no religion.” This 
includes those who describe their religion as atheist, 
agnostic or nothing in particular but who have a Jewish 
parent or were raised Jewish and say that they 
consider themselves Jewish in some way – such as 
ethnically, culturally or because of their family 
background.

As it did when the 2013 study came out, the ongoing 
drop in synagogue affiliation among American Jews is 
bound to elicit lots of hand-wringing among Jewish 
community leaders regarding the future of American 
Jewry. But part of the reason these numbers sound so 
depressing is that we’re assuming that a lack of 
interest in synagogue life connotes a lack of interest in 
being Jewish, period.

It fails to take into consideration the many American 
Jews who may not believe in God, but who identify 
strongly with the Jewish people and express it through 
non-religious means, whether it be by chatting with 
older Jews about the past, collecting Jewish-themed 
works of art, sprinkling their speech with Yiddish 
words and inflections or, as mentioned before, actually 
taking Yiddish classes.

Respondents were asked, for example: “Do you listen 
to Jewish or Israeli music?” But if the question had 
been phrased as: “Do you listen to Yiddish or Hebrew 
music?”, it could have revealed a much deeper Jewish 
connection among secular Jews that is just as 
meaningful for them as attending a synagogue service 
is for more religiously inclined Jews.

If the goal of the study is to try to understand what 
really makes American Jews feel more Jewish, 
shouldn’t these options have been included in the 
study as well?

A majority of Jews, for example, cite remembering the 
Holocaust as essential to their Jewish identity – a sign 
that for many, connecting to Jewish history is very 
important. Furthermore, 52% of American Jews say 
that being Jewish is a matter of ancestry and 55% 
pointed to culture either alone or in combination with 
other answers.

Taking these three factors together – remembering the 
Holocaust, connecting to one’s ancestry and learning 
about Jewish culture – this study could have been an 
ideal opportunity for the researchers to ask the 
respondents how they, particularly those of Ashkenazi 
extraction, connect to the rich Jewish culture that had 
existed in Europe before it was decimated by the 
Nazis.

The strong connection that Jews feel towards Jewish 
culture was revealed through other questions as well. 
About 7 in 10 U.S. Jews say they often or sometimes 
cook or eat Jewish foods, “making this the most 
common form of participation in Jewish culture asked 
about in the study.” Yet the researchers apparently 
didn’t see this as evidence of Jews connecting to the 
culture of their grandparents and great-grandparents 
— because if they did, the question of preparing or 
eating Jewish foods should logically have led to 
questions about connecting to Yiddish or Sephardi 
culture in general.

The creators of both Pew studies on identity have 
done a tremendous service by giving us a glimpse of 
how American Jews think and feel. But they need to 
understand that many Jews are far less connected to 
religion than they are to Jewish ethnicity, history and 
culture. By glossing over this crucial aspect of modern 
Jewish identity, they – and we – fail to see just how 
Jewish these non-religious Jews are, and how much 
potential there is in the future of American Jewry.

The views and opinions expressed in this article are 
the author’s own and do not necessarily reflect those 
of the Forward.

–
Rukhl Schaechter is the editor of the Yiddish 
Forward (Forverts) and also produces and stars in the 
YouTube series, “Yiddish Word of the Day”.
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If you’re asking American Jews if they’re religious, you don’t understand American Jews 14

(JTA) — In Sheldon Oberman’s children’s book “The 
Always Prayer Shawl,” a grandfather passes on his 
tallit to his grandson along with the sage advice, 
“Some things change and some things don’t.” At public 
readings, Oberman wore his grandfather’s tallit, which 
had inspired the story. When a non-Jewish author told 
him that she wished she could tell stories the way he 
did, he placed the tallit on her shoulders and told her, 
“You can! You can do it.”

This story illustrates how religion functions in complex 
ways in the lives of North American Jews. Was 
Oberman’s tallit a religious object? Was he using it in 
religious ways?

The new study of American Jews by the Pew Research 
Center, too, reflects the complicated and often 
contradictory ways that Jews employ the concept of 
“religion” as well as the way “some things change and 
some things don’t” in both American Jews’ practices 
and sociological studies of them. Like the 2013 Pew 
study of American Jews, “Jewish Americans in 2020” 
divides Jews into “Jews by religion” and “Jews of no 
religion.” Jews by religion say their current religion is 
Jewish. According to Pew, 27% Jewish adults do not 
identify their religion as Jewish but consider 
themselves Jewish ethnically, culturally or by family 
background. Among Jews 18-29, that number rises to 
40%, twice that of Jews ages 50-64.

Some may wring their hands over what they see as 
dwindling participation in Judaism as a religion, as 
commentators did after the last survey. But what I see 
in this survey is evidence of the innovative and ever-
changing ways Jewish religion is practiced, not 
grounds for panic.

Although the authors inform us “religion is not central 
to the lives of most U.S. Jews,” the concept of religion, 
as most Americans use it today, is a modern, 
Protestant creation, and Jewish practices fit 

uncomfortably in the category. Despite the best efforts 
of Jewish thinkers to separate religious and cultural 
aspects of Jewish practice, the boundaries have never 
been clear. Traditional understandings of “religion” 
have rested uneasily with Jewish realities, which have 
a greater focus on communities and practices. Only 
20% of survey respondents said that their “religious 
faith” provides a great deal of meaning and fulfillment, 
perhaps because American Jews rarely use the 
language of faith.

But the study does reveal the many ways that 
American Jews of all kinds create Jewish meaning in 
their lives. These include practices traditionally 
understood as religious, such as attending a seder 
(62%), and those understood as cultural, such as 
cooking or eating traditional Jewish foods (72%).

In my book, “Beyond the Synagogue: Jewish Nostalgia 
as Religious Practice,” I argue that making sense of 
Jews’ practices requires us to employ a broader 
definition of religion. Following religious studies 
scholar Robert Orsi, I think religion is best understood 
as meaningful relationships and the practices, 
narratives and emotions that create and support these 
relationships. Understanding religion as relationships 
makes our interactions with families, our attachments 
to our ancestors, our connections to communities and 
the narratives we use to explain our place in the world 
central to religious activity. It lets us see Jewish 
religion flourishing in a wide variety of practices and in 
unexpected sites — in ways that its practitioners might 
not themselves identify as “religious” because of the 
way religion is so often narrowly construed.

I applaud the authors of this study for asking far more 
questions about Jews’ everyday practices than the 
2013 study did, as well as for noting that cultural 
activities complement so-called religious ones. This 
study finds that, in large numbers, Jews eat foods they 
recognize as Jewish, visit Jewish historic sites when

If you’re asking American Jews if they’re religious, you 
don’t understand American Jews
By Rachel B. Gross
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traveling, read books and articles about Jewish topics, 
listen to Jewish music, and watch TV and film with 
Jewish themes. What all of these activities have in 
common is that they allow Jews to place themselves 
within narratives that provide existential meaning. I 
wish that the study had asked about visits to Jewish 
museums, which are increasingly important spaces of 
Jewish community, or genealogical research, a wildly 
popular pastime that helps Jews place themselves 
within family and communal histories that cross time 
and space.

I suggest we pay more attention to what Jews do than 
to what they name as “essential” to their identity, as 
the study continues to ask, echoing the 2013 study. 
Only 20% of American Jews consider eating traditional 
Jewish foods to be essential to what being Jewish 
means to them. But the wording of the question does 
not reflect Jews’ realities. Eating foods recognized as 
“Jewish” may be a meaningful part of a Jew’s life, but it 
may be too quotidian, too easily overlooked, to be 
recognized as essential or important according to 
traditional metrics of religion. Commonplace activities 
such as eating foods that remind us of our families, 
our communities, and our histories are often quietly 
fundamental to religious identities rather than 
explicitly identified as essential to them.

Likewise, the study finds that large numbers of Jews 
own Jewish ritual objects. The fact that 24% of “Jews 
of no religion” own a Hebrew-language prayer book 
should give us pause. As religious studies 
scholar Vanessa L. Ochs finds, American Jews 
unobtrusively enact important parts of their identities 
through the material objects they have in their homes, 
including items they rarely if ever use. Oberman’s
unconventional use of his tallit reminds us that Jews 
can find new and sometimes surprising meanings in 
ritual objects, even outside of traditional contexts.

Some things change, and some things don’t. 
American Jews continue to find meaning in emotional 
connections to their families, communities, and 
histories, though the ways they do so continue to 
change. Expanding our definition of “religion” can 
help us better recognize the ways in which they are 
doing so.

The views and opinions expressed in this article are those 
of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of 
JTA or its parent company, 70 Faces Media.

The views and opinions expressed in this article are the 
author’s own and do not necessarily reflect those of the 
Forward.
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New Pew study shows 75% of Orthodox Jews identify as Republicans, up from 57% in 2013 16

(JTA) — Among the findings of the Pew Research 
Center’s new survey of American Jews is one that has 
become increasingly self-evident in recent years: 
Orthodox Jews in the U.S. overwhelmingly affiliate with 
the Republican Party.

According to the newest study, 75% of Orthodox Jews 
surveyed said they were Republicans or leaned 
Republican. In 2013, the last year in which Pew 
conducted a survey of American Jews, 57% of Orthodox 
Jews said they were Republicans or leaned Republican.

The Pew survey was conducted between Nov. 19, 2019
and June 3, 2020, a period of dramatic polarization 
across America in the leadup to the 2020 presidential 
election. It found a large political polarization by 
denomination in American Jewry: Among all Jews, 71% 
are or lean Democratic, and 26% identify more with 
Republicans.

While Orthodox Jews have been moving rightward 
politically for years, the data from Pew suggest that 
politically progressive Orthodox Jews are not just 
outnumbered but are a shrinking minority within their 
communities. And it demonstrates the strikingly 
different ways that Orthodox and non-Orthodox Jews 
viewed Donald Trump’s presidency.

While non-Orthodox Jews largely disapproved of 
Trump’s handling of nearly every aspect of the role, 
Orthodox Jews were the only ones to overwhelmingly 
approve of his job performance, particularly on Israel. 
Among Orthodox Jews, 86% rated Trump’s handling of 
policy on Israel as “excellent” or “good,” compared to 
40% overall of respondents who rated his handling of 
Israel policy as good or excellent.

Matt Williams, director of the Orthodox Union’s Center 
for Communal Research and an adviser on the new Pew 
study, said that Orthodox Jewish affinity with the 
Republican Party should not be attributed entirely to the 
party’s stance on Israel.

“If you look at the Pew lines on things like same-sex 
marriage, you see significantly strong alignment 
between the Orthodox community and what we think of 
as the Republican platform or conservative value or 
ethos on that score,” Williams said.

The new Pew numbers come with a giant asterisk, as 
the researchers worked from a small sample size of 430 
Orthodox Jews nationwide out of 4,718 American Jews 
surveyed overall. Due to the sample size, the margin of 
error among Orthodox Jews is 8.8 points — nearly three 
times as large as the margin of error for the data on all 
American Jews. The new study also was conducted 
using a different methodology than the 2013 study, 
making it harder to draw direct comparisons between 
the two data sets.

But, according to Williams, the data showing the jump in 
Republican affiliation among Orthodox Jews from the 2013 
study to this year’s survey are large enough to rely on.

“It definitely overcomes the methodological difference 
between the two reports,” Williams said, calling the 18-
point increase “huge.”

The Trump administration embraced the Orthodox 
Jewish community with an unusual warmth. From its 
start, Orthodox Jews such as U.S. Ambassador to Israel 
David Friedman, special envoy to the Middle East Jason 
Greenblatt and Trump’s son-in-law Jared Kushner held 
important roles.

There was even a minyan on the White House lawn at 
the signing of the Abraham Accords, deals of 
cooperation between Israel and several Arab nations, in 
September.

And Orthodox Jews were among Trump’s most ardent 
supporters as the incumbent falsely claimed he won the 
2020 election and called on his supporters to take back 
the presidency. On Jan. 6, a number of Orthodox 
Jews were among his supporters who stormed the U.S. 
Capitol while Congress voted to certify the election 
results — some even traveled to Washington, D.C., on 
specially chartered buses. Some of those Orthodox 
backers were arrested, including the son of a Brooklyn 
judge and former president of the National Council of 
Young Israel, a synagogue organization that took a 
sharply pro-Trump turn during his administration.

The post New Pew study shows 75% of Orthodox Jews 
identify as Republicans, up from 57% in 2013 appeared 
first on Jewish Telegraphic Agency.

New Pew study shows 75% of Orthodox Jews identify 
as Republicans, up from 57% in 2013
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News

https://www.jta.org/2020/02/03/politics/i-think-its-israel-how-orthodox-jews-became-republicans
https://www.timesofisrael.com/peace-then-prayer-mincha-service-held-on-white-house-lawn/
https://www.jta.org/2021/01/06/politics/orthodox-jewish-trump-supporters-decry-violence-but-not-the-movement-that-fueled-the-mob
https://www.jta.org/2021/01/06/politics/orthodox-jewish-trump-supporters-decry-violence-but-not-the-movement-that-fueled-the-mob
https://www.jta.org/2021/01/07/united-states/son-of-jewish-judge-who-led-a-national-synagogue-group-was-among-mob-that-entered-the-capitol
https://www.jta.org/2021/05/11/default/new-pew-study-shows-75-of-orthodox-jews-identify-as-republicans-up-from-57-in-2013
https://www.jta.org/


GET THE LATEST AT FORWARD.COM

As Gaza conflict escalates, here’s what American Jews think about Israel 17

(JTA) — On Tuesday, Israel found itself fighting what 
may be another war in Gaza. And American Jews are 
watching.

Israel and Hamas, the militant group that governs the 
Gaza Strip, have already traded hundreds of airstrikes 
and missiles since Monday. Dozens of Palestinians and 
two Israelis have lost their lives — a number that is 
likely to rise.

As the eyes of the world turn again to violence in 
Israel, Jews in the United States will be paying 
attention and speaking out. During past conflicts, 
American Jewish groups from across the political 
spectrum have claimed to represent American Jewry as 
a whole, or a broad swath of it.

But what do American Jews actually think about Israel? 
The answer defies simple characterization. But an 
expansive new survey by the Pew Research Center, 
(coincidentally) published Tuesday, tells us a lot about 
how American Jews feel about Israel and Israeli Jews.

Most American Jews feel some emotional attachment 
to Israel, follow news in Israel and say they have 
something in common with Israeli Jews. Nearly half 
have traveled to the country.

But most rate Israel’s current prime minister, Benjamin 
Netanyahu, negatively. Only one-third of American 
Jews says Israel is making a sincere effort for peace 
with the Palestinians. And 10% of American Jews say 
they support BDS, the movement to boycott, divest 
from and sanction Israel.

Orthodox or Republican Jews tend to display higher 
levels of support for Israel, while unaffiliated Jews 
show lower levels of support.

Here’s the rundown on how American Jews feel about 
the Jewish state.

The vast majority of American Jews say caring 
about Israel is important to being Jewish.

While Israel and its politics are constant topics of 
debate in Jewish circles, there’s at least one area of 
broad agreement: More than 80% of American Jews 
said caring about Israel was an important or essential 
part of what being Jewish means to them. A majority of
respondents agreed with that statement across age 
groups, religious movements and political parties.

Among Jews overall, 45% said caring about Israel was 
essential to being Jewish, and an additional 37% called 
it important to being Jewish. Among Conservative 
Jews, 66% said caring about Israel was essential and 
just 4% say it was not important to being Jewish.

The group that placed the least importance on caring 
about Israel were “Jews of no religion” — according to 
Pew, they “identify religiously as atheist, agnostic or 
nothing in particular.” Still, more than two-thirds of 
that group said caring about Israel was important or 
essential, while 31% said it was not important. And 
more than 70% of Jewish adults under 30 rated caring 
about Israel important or essential to being Jewish.

Most American Jews feel emotionally attached 
to Israel.

Most Jews also feel an emotional attachment to Israel, 
though the numbers there are more complex. Overall, 
58% of Jews feel emotionally attached to Israel —
including majorities of Orthodox, Conservative and 
Reform Jews.

More than 70% of Jewish Republicans, and a slim 
majority of Jewish Democrats, feel emotionally 
attached to Israel. So do most Jewish adults older than 
30, including two-thirds of Jews over 65.

Only 48% of Jews under 30 said they feel emotionally
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attached to Israel. The group with the lowest level of 
attachment, 33%, are Jews of no religion.

Nearly half of American Jews have been 
to Israel.

In addition to caring about Israel, most Jews make an 
effort to be informed about it in some way and feel 
they have something in common with Jews living 
there.

Some 45% of Jewish Americans have been to Israel, 
and more than a quarter have been there more than 
once. Among Jews aged 25 to 34, one in four have 
gone on Birthright, the free 10-day trip to Israel for 
young Jews.

Most American Jews (57%) follow Israel news very or 
somewhat closely, including more than 70% of 
Orthodox and Conservative Jews.

And about the same number of Jews, 59%, said they 
have some or a lot in common with Jews in Israel. 
Most unaffiliated Jews, however, feel they have little 
or nothing in common with Jews in Israel. By 
comparison, a 2016 Pew survey of Israeli Jews found 
that 68% said they had a lot or some in common with 
American Jews.

Most Jews are not fans of Netanyahu, and only a 
third think Israel is sincere about peace with the 
Palestinians.

What about the man who is, as of today, the prime 
minister of Israel?

Most American Jews rated Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
leadership “only fair or poor,” while 40% said he was 
“excellent or good.” Netanyahu was rated highest by 
Republicans and Orthodox respondents, and was 
given the worst ratings from respondents under 30, 
unaffiliated Jews and Democrats. Only 25% of 
Democrats said he was excellent or good.

Nearly two-thirds of American Jews are optimistic that 
Israel can find a way to coexist peacefully with a 
Palestinian state. (Israelis, by contrast, consistently 
are pessimistic that a two-state solution will happen.)

But only one-third of American Jews believe Israel is 

sincere about making peace with the Palestinians, and 
the number drops to 24% among Jews under 30 and to 
20% among Jewish Democrats. However, every 
segment of the Jewish population believes Israel is 
more sincere about peace than the Palestinians.

What about BDS?

The survey did not provide respondents with an 
extensive definition of the Boycott, Divestments and 
Sanction movement because of debates about its 
scope and goals. Respondents first were asked 
whether they had heard of the movement, then those 
who were familiar with BDS were questioned on 
whether they supported or opposed it.

Most American Jews — 56% — have heard a lot or some 
about the movement. In total, 10% of American Jews 
supported BDS, including 13% of Democrats and those 
under 30. And 43% of American Jews overall opposed 
the movement. Just 2% of all Jews strongly supported 
BDS, while 34% strongly opposed it.

Just half of Jews under 30 have heard some or a lot 
about BDS.

The post As Gaza conflict escalates, here’s what 
American Jews think about Israel appeared first 
on Jewish Telegraphic Agency.
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