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The first time I received an e-mail decrying the 
outbreaks of pogroms in Los Angeles, I read as far as 
the all-caps title,”KRISTALLNACHT 2020 - DOES 
ANYONE CARE?” and no further. The second time, I 
read down to the part where the writer, Rabbi Yakov
Saacks of The Chai Center in Dix Hills, compared the 
looting that took place in Los Angeles after the killing of 
George Floyd by Minneapolis police to a pogrom. Again, 
I stopped– who could take such things seriously?

The third time I got the same e-mail, I realized the 
answer to that question is: too many otherwise 
intelligent people. So finally I read it all, and I can tell 
you, it’s heartfelt, but wrong.

Very wrong.

One email from one rabbi, in the scheme of memes, 
doesn’t much matter. But it’s just the latest example of 
an Internet and airwaves awash in misinformation and 
hyperbole. It’s dangerous to the Jewish community, and 
terrible for America.

In his email, the rabbi gave his version of what 
happened in Los Angeles on May 30, the first day of 
protests.

He implies that the protesters targeted the Fairfax 
neighborhood because many Jewish-owned businesses 
and synagogues are there.

“In addition to destruction and graffiti inflicted upon the 
synagogues,” he writes, “a number of kosher 
restaurants, bakeries and stores were ransacked by 
protesters, looting much of the merchandise and 
causing extensive property damage.”

“At the latest count, at least five synagogues in the 
area were vandalized, as were three Jewish schools.”

“I am not trying to be cute by calling this Kristallnacht, 
which means night of broken glass, I mean it literally,” 
he concludes.

Literally, it was nothing of the sort.

As the Forward’s national editor, based in Los Angeles, I 
worked with our reporters who were at the protests 
and saw, firsthand, the subsequent damage.

As they reported, the looters attacked numerous stores 
and buildings in their path. That included synagogues, 
schools, kosher groceries– as well as clothing, liquor, 
jewelry and sporting good stores, markets, restaurants, 
you name it.

They didn’t go after Jews or shuls specifically, which is, 
you know, the definition of a pogrom. The graffiti on 
two shuls was hardly representative of all the 
protesters. Another instance of anti-Semitic graffiti was 
later found, by our reporting, to have been 
Photoshopped and then promoted by a pro-Israel 
group.

“There’s a tremendous amount of disinformation out 
there that makes the Jewish community look like it’s the 
victim of these protests, which couldn’t be further from 
the truth,” Jay Sanderson, the president of the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Los Angeles told the Forward a 
few days after the protests.

“It troubles me that there’s a correlation being made in 
social media between the protest and a rise in 
antisemitic activity in Los Angeles,” Sanderson said. 
“There’s no factual evidence of that. So it troubles me 
as a Jewish leader, that people are making that 
correlation, first of all, because it undermines these 
protests, which it shouldn’t, and second of all, because 
it isn’t true.”

I called Rabbi Saacks to ask whether, in hindsight, he 
exaggerated.

“I feel that I am trying to get a point across that we 
cannot be passive,” he said. “We cannot turn a blind 
eye. History has proven that when we pooh-pooh 
something it doesn’t bode well.”

Kristalnacht in L.A. and other digital lies
By Rob Eshman
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The rabbi accused the media and Jewish organizations 
of ignoring the damage– a point a quick Google search 
instantly disproves. If anything, media painted too dire 
a picture.

Canters, the most famous Jewish deli in LA, was 
unscathed–one of the owners passed out water bottles 
to grateful demonstrators. An employee Western 
Kosher showed up for work Sunday morning and saw 
Jews and non-Jews cleaning up the street. The store 
was untouched.

This week, the Anti-Defamation League released a 
study that found at least one anti-Semitic flyer 
attributed to the Black Lives Matter movement was 
created and distributed by a white supremacist 
organization.

In the days of peaceful demonstrations that followed 
May 30, there was not a single instance of anti-
Semitism documented. I covered one of those protests 
in Venice. The marchers passed near two synagogues. 
Neither was touched.

Our ancestors who survived actual pogroms–not to 
mention slavery, terror and Farhud – could only have 
wished for their anti-Semitic riots looked like what 
happened May 30.

And Kristallnacht? Between 300 to 600 Jews were 
killed as a result of the violence on November 9, 1939. 
Nazis targeted Jews, Jewish-owned stores and 
synagogues specifically and exclusively. The rabbi’s 
comparison isn’t an exaggeration, it’s historical 
malpractice.

“I agonized over using that word,” Rabbi Saacks told 
me. “But if it wakes one person I feel it was worth it. If it 
gets people upset I apologize. Sometimes I feel a Jew 
has to yell.”

But this is not about one rabbi’s misbegotten yell. That 
email belies a deeper issue plaguing the Jewish 
community and, frankly, America.

We are primed for catastrophe, too ready to believe the 
worst about those people and groups we don’t 
understand. Our fear makes us gullible.

Take the story President Donald Trump is peddling 

about protesters in Portland, Oregon and other 
American cities. Fox News leads each night with video 
of the most violent confrontations between protesters 
and law enforcement. This helps confirm the 
President’s election-year narrative that America’s 
cities, governed by Democratic mayors, are chaotic 
hellholes and that only federal officers can restore 
order.

“We are witnessing mayhem in cities across America. 
Violent crime is surging from New York to Los Angeles,” 
Newt Gingrich commented on Fox.com.

Mayhem? About 200 protesters came out Saturday 
night in downtown L.A., in a county of 11 million people.

There are real problems in L.A., as there are everywhere 
in this country, and there is real anti-Semitism in 
America, but our willingness to believe the worst can 
only make things…worse.

As Jews we should be superb at spotting confirmation 
bias, because anti-Semites excel at it. Read Louis 
Farrakhan or his Twitter disciples, who see the 
machinations of Jewish conspiracy every time their own 
Jew-hatred is called out.

The very human frailty that leads us to believe 
everything we think makes us vulnerable to at least 
misinformation or at worst fear-mongering and hate 
speech. The only preventative I know for this is to stay 
skeptical, curious, and empathetic.

And when an email concludes, as Rabbi Saacks’ does, 
with the words, ”Please feel free to share,” do us all a 
favor: please don’t.

-

Rob Eshman is national editor of the Forward. Follow 
him @foodaism .
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The Jewish president of a major American university 
came to speak many years ago at Dartmouth College, 
where I am a professor, and denounced affirmative 
action as a serious threat to Jews. I pointed out to him 
that affirmative action had been tremendously 
beneficial to my own career as a woman who is also a 
Jew. He was stumped and said, “I never thought of 
that.” And apparently, he had not thought about Jews 
of color, either, as beneficiaries of affirmative action. 
Not all Jews are white men.

Women are often not thought about. We have many 
organizations defending Jews: Every city has its Jewish 
Federation as well as a slew of rabbis. On the national 
scene, we have the American Jewish Committee and 
the Anti-Defamation League among others with major 
endowments. They protest loudly and effectively 
against anti-Semitism, racism and Islamophobia, but 
seem to forget that some Jews are Black, and some 
Black Jews are women.

Where are the Jewish leaders who speak for women?

When U.S. Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez 
rose in Congress in response to Rep. Yoho’s insults, she 
spoke in clear, measured tones in defense of women 
who are insulted, mocked, and harassed daily by men 
on the streets, job sites, and the internet. I love what 
she said and how she said it: With dignity, she turned 
Rep. Yoho’s insults into a lesson on the sexism women 
endure throughout our lives.

I wish I could hear such a speech from a Jewish 
Congressman or Senator, from the president of a major 
Jewish organization, from the head of the Conference of 
Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations — a 
recently elected woman.

With all the important work we are doing against anti-
Semitism and on behalf of the State of Israel, we 
certainly know how to speak fearlessly with clarity and 
dignity. We understand structural anti-Semitism, 
historical anti-Semitism, and the insults and violence 

against Jews that are rising dramatically around the 
world.

Why can’t we apply such analysis to a defense of 
women? After all, Jews are also women.

Can it be because most of our major Jewish leaders, 
directors of Federations, donors to major organizations, 
major philanthropists, senior rabbis at prominent 
synagogues, are men? Can it be these men do not feel 
compelled to speak up and defend us as women?

I can certainly complain to them, as I often do, and ask 
them to strive for gender parity on their boards, their 
directorships, and staff, and tell them that the 
conferences they support financially should have 
gender parity and that women should also be invited to 
speak.

Do they listen?

I spoke privately about my dismay over the Jewish men 
who have engaged in outrageous, illegal sexual 
predation to some executive directors of Jewish 
Federations. I urged that these wealthy men, in trouble 
with the law and seeking to redeem their reputations, 
donate to organizations helping exploited women 
rather than donate to yet another male-run Jewish 
organization; the Federation executives turned away 
from me. The response from one of them: “He’s a good 
friend of mine, I feel so sorry for him.”

We have Jewish women’s organizations — Hadassah, 
WIZO, the National Council of Jewish Women, among 
others — yet they do not have the same outsize 
presence in the public sphere. It seems women’s 
organizations are treated the way women are treated: 
They exist, but on the margins, not as the central, 
defining voice of “Jews.”

As a woman chairing a very successful Jewish Studies 
program at a major Ivy League university, I speak with 
female colleagues frequently about the condescending

Where is the Jewish AOC?
By Susannah Heschel

Opinion
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attitudes we endure from male Hillel and Chabad 
rabbis, and the refusal at the national level to 
intervene to address the sexism. Some male Jewish 
colleagues in our field patronize us, presumably in 
order to elevate themselves, even if we outrank them. 
And they get away with it.

Men in the field continue to publish books and 
journals from which women are excluded. Look at the 
recent 850-page book on Hasidism, written by eight 
men who received massive financial support for their 
project, or the many anthologies that may have one 
or two articles by women along with twenty articles 
by men.

Where are the voices that object to women’s 
exclusion?

The atmosphere that permits excluding women, 
exhibiting patronizing behavior, and using rude, 
mocking and vulgar language can make men feel they 
have the right to issue sexual threats and even 
commit physical and sexual assault. It’s time for the 
men who run the big Jewish organizations to defend 
us, Jews who are women, or cede their positions of 
power to us.

Until now, we have not heard loud, clear, strong 
support for us as women coming from the highest 
levels of the Jewish community.

Where can I find a Jewish voice like the voice of Rep. 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, a voice of clarity, dignity, 
and insistent defense of women?

-

Susannah Heschel is the Eli M. Black Distinguished 
Professor of Jewish Studies at Dartmouth College.

The views and opinions expressed in this article are 
the author’s own and do not necessarily reflect 
those of the Forward.

You descend about 13 steps from the main floor, make 
a right and you’ve arrived at Zabar’s employee 
lunchroom. Well, it’s not exactly a lunchroom because 
it doesn’t have the required number of walls to be 
considered a room, so let’s call it a lunch area.

Equipped with a large table and sufficient seating 
capacity, eight to ten employees can lunch there 
together. Lunch time is approximately 20 minutes; 
Zabar’s provides a free, luscious sandwich of your 
choice and the lunch area is stocked with all kinds of 
muffins, bagels and rolls; there’s hot coffee and tea, 
and you get paid for your lunchtime just like you 
would be when you were working — Zabar’s perks.

This area can also be used for employees to take their 
ten-minute daily breaks should they desire to do so. 
So by now you can see that this is an area to socialize 
as well as to eat. The conversations at the lunch table 
are probably interesting, humorous and informative —
that is, if you can understand them since the 
languages spoken are often Mandarin, Hindi or 
Spanish. I am probably one of the few people in the 
world that speaks only one language fluently: English.

This unfortunate situation has prevented me from 
partaking in the luncheon conversations on most 
occasions. I had been trying to find a solution to this 
problem for many years, until one day, a sudden 
memory gave me an idea.

Many, many years ago, when I was probably about 25, 
my best friend, who was a craftsman of precious 
metals and jewelry, took occasional business trips to 
San Juan, Puerto Rico, to sell his products to jewelry 
manufacturers. He stayed at high-end hotels on these 

In the Zabar’s
lunchroom, an 
international 
language is spoken
By Len Berk

Culture
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these business trips. He asked me if I wanted to join 
him on one of his trips; I could stay in his room for 
free, enjoy hotel privileges while he worked and we 
could be together on his off hours. I couldn’t resist the 
offer and one cold winter day I found myself in sunny, 
warm Puerto Rico, sitting poolside, drinking pina 
coladas.

It was wonderful. I walked the streets, ate the food, 
discovered mafongo and saw the sights

I was attracted to a sign that I saw at a bus stop. The 
sign said “PARADA DE GUAGUA” (bus stop). I couldn’t 
help myself; I kept repeating the words — parada de 
guagua, parada de guagua. I just loved how the 
words seemed to roll off my tongue.

So one Friday, I’m sitting at the lunch table. 
Everybody is laughing, speaking Spanish, generally 
having a good time. Suddenly there’s a pause in the 
conversation; no one is speaking. I stand up and say 
“PARADA DE GUAGUA.” The silence continues but 
now, everyone is looking at me. Finally, Manuel 
speaks up.

“Why are you saying ‘Parada de guaga?’”

“Because these are the only words I know in Spanish 
and I want to be part of the conversation” said I. 
Everyone smiles, there’s a momentary pause and 
then, someone says to me. “I’ll teach you another 
word: linda, that means pretty.” So I say “Linda 
parada de guagua.” Everybody laughs.

From that day on, any time I pass an employee in the 
store, nods are exchanged and the words ring out, 
”PARADA DE GUA GUA, LINDA PARADA DE GUAGUA.”

-

Len Berk is The Forward’s lox columnist. He worked 
behind the counter at Zabar’s for 26 years.

In August of 1960, a young man, his wife and their 
eight-week-old daughter drove into Detroit in a 
secondhand Rolls Royce. In a moment of mischief, the 
man asked his friend who was tagging along to take 
the wheel and drive him to the center of the Motor 
City. There, he cracked the moonroof and perched a 
green puppet with ping-pong ball eyes on top of the 
car. Jim Henson (and Kermit) had arrived — but they 
had yet to meet their Miss Piggy.

In town for the 1960 Puppeteers of America 
Convention, Henson and his family caused a bit of a 
stir “without particularly intending to,” Jane Henson, 
his wife, recalled in the 1993 book “Jim Henson: The 
Works.” Among the people who took notice were two 
veteran puppeteers, Frances and Isidore (“Mike”) 
Oznowicz. Within three years, Frances and Mike’s son, 
Frank, would become a permanent part of the Henson 
family.

And it was, by all accounts, a family. Henson began 
his career in commercials and local television with his 
girlfriend and later wife, and the empire he developed 
valued close bonds and collaboration. Each year, 
Henson designed the prints for a Christmas card sent 
out to his extended corporate clan, yet Henson’s 
primary performing partner for nearly 40 years 
celebrated Hanukkah. Almost 60 years later, 
“Muppets Now” will arrive on Disney+ July 31, with 
Henson and his Hebraic partners’ touch intact.

In 1961 in Monterey, Calif., Henson thought he found a 
worthy successor to Jane, who was retiring from 
puppeteering, in Frank Oznowicz. Oznowicz dazzled 
Henson with his direction of a puppet show at that 
year’s PoA festival — the only rub was that he was still 
in high school. A guy named Jerry Juhl got the job 
instead, after previewing an impromptu puppet show

The wonderful, 
whimsical, interfaith 
family of the Muppets
By PJ Grisar

Culture
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staged outside the trunk of Henson’s station wagon. 
But once he graduated, Oznowicz (soon to go by Frank 
Oz), flew from his West Coast home to join the Muppet 
team at their East 53rd Street base in Manhattan. He 
was 19, and had intended to continue with college after 
a a six month part-time stint with Henson, but he soon 
became too vital to the Muppet operation pursue his 
degree. Instead, his school was Henson’s office, where 
he learned about film-making two decades before he 
became a director in his own right.

Oz recalled the tiny space, up a flight of narrow stairs, 
with its dartboard and papier-mache moose head and 
Henson’s animation stand, where he’d sketch out 
storyboards.

“This is the room where Jim, wearing his bright flowered 
ties and speaking just above a whisper, would hold 
meetings with clients,” Oz reminisced in “The Works.” 
“This is where Jim and I and Don [Sahlin, a puppet 
builder] and Jerry would hear that Kennedy had been 
shot. This is where we’d eat the deli sandwiches with 
those funny-tasting East Coast pickles. For the kid from 
Oakland, everything here was new and strange and 
exciting and adult.”

Emerging as Henson’s closest collaborator, Oz would 
come of age with his menagerie of Muppets and help 
him puppeteer its first breakout star, Rowlf the Dog, the 
sidekick on “The Jimmy Dean Show.” At the time the 
show ended in 1966, a TV producer named Joan Ganz 
Cooney was spearheading a Carnegie Institute study on 
children’s television. During the study, she met Henson 
and, after a lot of courting, “Sesame Street” premiered 
in November of 1969.

Oz debuted the characters of Grover and Cookie 
Monster and was the Bert to Henson’s Ernie. The street 
itself was bustling with life, and featured a diverse cast 
of monsters, animals and people. including a Jewish 
grocer named Mr. Hooper, played by a formerly 
blacklisted member of the Group Theater named Will 
Lee.

By the mid-70s, after a short-lived stint on the 
inaugural season of Lorne Michaels’ “SNL” (as part of a 
nightmarish segment called “The Land of Gorch”), 
Henson was ready to return his Muppets to a more 
adult crowd. But they met with resistance.

“Every network we went to said ‘puppets don’t work at 
night, puppets don’t work at night,’” Henson’s longtime 

manager, Bernie Brillstein, recalled in an interview. But 
where others saw no nocturnal potential for these 
flocked foam creations, a British producer named Lord 
Lew Grade, a rare Jewish baron, saw promise after 
watching the puppets on “The Julie Andrews Show.”

“I approached Jim Henson and I said I’d like to do a 
television series,” Grade said, in between puffs of a 
cigar, in a documentary on his career. “He said ‘I’ve 
been trying for three years to get on to television in 
America.’ I said ‘We’re going to make 24 episodes. And, 
we went ahead.”

“The Muppet Show” was born. Juhl was the head writer 
and Oz introduced the world to that porcine diva Miss 
Piggy and to the Borscht Belt shtick of Fozzie Bear 
(inspired by the humor of his father, who fought the 
Nazis with the Dutch Brigades).

The Yiddishkeit of the series could not be overstated. 
Harvey Korman, Cloris Leachman, Joel Grey, Milton 
Berle, Peter Sellers and George Burns all hosted. Danny 
Kaye cooked with the Swedish Chef. Zero Mostel
mocked the buttoned-up pieties of Sam Eagle (behind 
his back). Tony Randall accidentally turned Miss Piggy 
into stone and Alan Arkin drank a Jekyll and Hyde-type 
potion that made him pummel cute bunnies in their 
burrows.

But beyond the list of Jewish stars, the behind-the-
scenes antics of “The Muppet Show” had the vibe of a 
Catskills pageant scramble. It evoked a kind of 
vaudeville family troupe with shades of Second Avenue. 
Not all the players were Jewish, but that hardly 
mattered. The spirit of the show and its showbiz 
subversiveness had a ragged, outsider quality that Jews 
could all recognize. It had hopes of making it big, of 
going off without a technical or personnel-based 
hiccup, of pleasing those critics in the opera box and 
becoming an established part of the culture.

That Henson, a Christian Scientist from Mississippi, 
fostered such a feeling is not just a result of his close 
Jewish collaborators, but a testament to what makes 
the Muppets great. In their variety and their vibrancy 
they are an ensemble that anyone could slot 
themselves into or see themselves reflected in. 
Muppets are just like everyone, only more so.

-

PJ Grisar is the Forward’s culture reporter. He can be 
reached at Grisar@Forward.com.

The wonderful, whimsical, interfaith family of the Muppets
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The last light of sunset lingered as Lena August walked 
down Colorado Boulevard in Pasadena after celebrating 
her mother’s birthday at a Mexican restaurant. As she 
approached her car, she noticed a law enforcement 
vehicle double-parked next to hers.

As soon as she turned the ignition, the glare of police 
lights flashed in her eyes. An officer ordered her out of 
the car and told her it was wanted in connection with a 
felony robbery. She could hear the officer as he dialed 
into the station: “Can you get me the number of Long 
Beach PD?”

Long Beach? August’s brain started racing. She was in 
Pasadena, 35 miles from Long Beach. And she lived in 
L.A. Helpless and confused, she watched as a tow truck 
saddled up her car and headed for the impound lot. 
What was this about, she wondered. Unpaid parking 
tickets? This must be a mistake.

“Then I realized,” she said, “the only time I had been to 
Long Beach was for a protest.”

August’s plates were flagged by the Long Beach Police 
Department because they’d been spotted in a parking 
lot adjacent to the Pike Outlets, a shopping center that 
was looted and vandalized on May 31, the same day 
August attended a Black Lives Matter protest nearby.

The crackdown, more than a month after the looting 
occurred, is the work of Long Beach Police 
Department’s Looting Task Force, established on June 1 
in the aftermath of civil unrest that occurred in 
proximity to an otherwise peaceful protest. So far, the 
task force has initiated 14 arrests and filed a host of 
related charges with the local District Attorney.

But it’s also led to some troubling behavior on the part 
of law enforcement who appear to be randomly 
targeting vehicles without any evidence that vehicle 
owners may have committed a crime. It is unclear how 
widespread this practice is — LBPD claims they’ve 
impounded just 12 vehicles so far. But the experiences 
of two young women, including August, raise disturbing 

questions about how far law enforcement is willing to 
go to apprehend looters and whether or not their 
methods can be seen as intimidation tactics toward 
those who dared protest police brutality.

“What bothers me most here is the total lack of due 
process and respect for due process rights,” Cynthia 
Anderson Barker, the civil rights attorney who 
represented August, said of the incident. “To impound a 
vehicle, you have to have probable cause. So to say, 
‘They were in the area near the protests,’ well, anyone 
could have parked their car in that area. This is a total 
disregard for basic constitutional principles that law 
enforcement is supposed to abide by.”

Interviews conducted with August and another young 
woman, Lizzy, who requested anonymity because she 
fears retaliation by the police, suggest that while 
LBPD’s methods have led to the apprehension of 
alleged lawbreakers, the innocent have been swept up, 
too.

Lizzy was on her way to deliver medication to her sister 
in San Bernardino County, about 80 miles from 
downtown Los Angeles, when she was surrounded by 
seven law enforcement vehicles. The recent graduate 
of the California State University system, who plans to 
attend law school, was ordered out of her vehicle at 
gunpoint. Then the commanding officer on the scene 
yelled at Lizzy to put her hands up, lift her shirt above 
her waist and walk backward as a group of officers 
aimed their handguns at her.

“I started crying. I was having a panic attack,” she said. 
“I really believed in my heart that I was gonna get shot 
that day.” Her voice trembled as she sobbed over the 
phone. As a person of color from an immigrant family, 
she was terrified. “I really believed I was going to die.”

Lizzy was handcuffed and placed in the back of a police 
car for over an hour while the officers searched her car. 
The officers told her the reason her vehicle was flagged 
was because it had been at a crime scene, possibly a 
homicide. An officer suggested that the flag included 

Two months after Black Lives Matter march, 
police confiscate cars of peaceful protesters
By Danielle Berrin

News
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the designation “armed and dangerous” — which might 
explain the guns.

“I kept asking, ‘Why am I being detained?’” Lizzy said. 
“They told me, ‘Hold on a second, we need to get in 
contact with the Long Beach Police Department.’ I was 
like, ‘I don’t live in Long Beach.’ Nothing was ringing a 
bell, nothing.”

During the time Lizzy was detained, her family and co-
workers called her phone repeatedly, frantic about her 
sudden disappearance. They knew she had been only 
blocks away from her destination when she seemed to 
disappear. She said her mother feared she had gotten 
into a terrible car accident.

Lizzy’s car was impounded that night. It wasn’t until the 
following day, when the interrogating officer from LBPD 
inquired as to her whereabouts on May 31, that she 
consulted her Instagram stories and realized that on 
that date she had attended a protest in Long Beach.

Both August and Lizzy wondered why their cars were 
impounded if no arrest warrant had been issued.

“I thought, how could my car be wanted but not me?” 
August said.

August is a self-assured bartender for a popular L.A. 
restaurant as well as the daughter of a rabbi. She called 
the Long Beach Police Department the night of the 
incident, demanding to know why her car had been 
taken. When she was told her vehicle was wanted in 
connection with a felony robbery,

“That’s when the adrenaline left me and my gut 
dropped and I started to panic,” she said. “I was 
hyperventilating.”

Both women were so frightened by the disturbing and 
mysterious encounter with law enforcement, they 
contacted lawyers. August was told by several 
attorneys that her case would require a minimum 
$2500 retainer. Eventually, she connected with 
Anderson Barker though the National Lawyers Guild of 
Los Angeles, a collection of attorneys who devote a 
portion of their time to pro-bono civil rights cases. Lizzy 
reached out to a college professor, pleading for help.

“I was so embarrassed to contact her,” Lizzy said, 
explaining that this was the professor who had inspired 
her to apply to law school.

To get their cars back, both women had to furnish proof 

of their whereabouts on the day in question, evidence 
which affirmed they attended the protest, but did not 
loot. They turned over some combination of text 
messages, Instagram photos and videos, parking lot 
receipts or written statements. Anderson Barker 
persuaded the Pasadena Police Department to waive 
its fee for August, but she still paid more than $300 to 
the tow company to release her car. Lizzy was not as 
lucky: It cost her more than $700, and she said she had 
to forfeit a scheduled root canal due to the expense.

As with other police departments across the country —
including the FBI — the Looting Task Force is gathering 
video and photo evidence from a variety of sources, 
including business and residential security cameras, 
social media, news coverage and their online evidence 
portal in hopes it will lead them to the perpetrators. But 
there are also innocent people being targeted in the 
crackdown, who see this kind of overreach as a form of 
intimidation.

August claims that when she and her lawyer conferred 
with Sergeant Malcolm Evans, the officer on her case, 
he suggested she think twice before attending another 
protest.

“He said, ‘I don’t want to lecture anyone and I believe in 
your First Amendment right, but I do want this to be a 
lesson to you the next time you join one of these 
protests. Even if you don’t think you’re doing anything 
wrong, how easy it is for you to get caught up and 
mistaken for someone who’s involved in criminal 
activity,’” August recalled Sergeant Evans saying.

“I found that to be, I don’t know, a thinly veiled threat,” 
August said.

Anderson Barker confirmed that the officer made that 
statement. But a spokesperson for LBPD said, “Unless 
Ms. August would like to file a complaint, we will not get 
in the middle of hearsay allegations.”

Although Long Beach Police declined an official 
interview, a spokesperson for the department said they 
expect to review up to 200 cases related to civil unrest 
activity on May 31. However, they did not make clear 
what legal criteria they were using to identify wanted 
vehicles. When asked specifically about August’s case, 
LBPD issued the following statement: “Detectives 
initially believed that the driver/occupants might have 
been involved. No evidence of such activity was found 
through further investigation, and the car was

Two months after Black Lives Matter march, police confiscate cars of peaceful protesters
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immediately released to its owner with no fees. No 
other charges are pending in this case.”

August did have to pay tow fees.

As for Lizzy’s case, the spokesperson said, “The owner 
declined to talk to us, so the car has been released. No 
other charges are pending in this case.”

But Lizzy told me that even after her car was released, 
the Long Beach case officer told her she was still under 
investigation, leaving her to stew in fear and 
uncertainty. Talking through tears, she said that since 
the incident, she’s had to take sleeping pills for the first 
time in her life because she’s afraid something bad is 
going to happen to her or her family.

“This is what we call collateral damage,” Jorge 
Gonzalez, the attorney advising on Lizzy’s case, said in 
an interview. Law enforcement, he said, “thinks they’re 
justified. And this is what we’re talking about during 
this reckoning, that it’s time for them to think about 
what it is they’re doing, trampling through communities 
with a heavy hand, leaving a bad taste in everybody’s 
mouth. It’s reckless, if not intentional. They know 
people are going to suffer consequences.”

The Long Beach police denied that their methods 
intentionally stoke fear and intimidation.

“This is not a tactic to intimidate individuals,” the 
spokesperson said via email. “Detectives are following 
up on leads obtained through evidence and 
submissions to our online portal. In our commitment to 
our community, we will follow up all these leads to 
ensure full prosecution of those involved.”

A healthier alternative, Gonzalez suggested, would be 
to identify the owners of these vehicles, call them up, 
ask them questions and request permission to search 
their cars.

“They did not have probable cause to believe these 
people were involved in the looting such that they 
could arrest them,” Gonzalez said. “And if they didn’t 
have probable cause, what are they doing? Either 
they’re ‘fishing’ or they’re hoping to put a message out 
there: Don’t come to our city and get involved in 
protests.”

Despite the trauma, August said the incident made her 
hyper-aware of her blessings.

“I’m a Jewish, white girl,” she said. “I come from a 

certain amount of privilege. I’m not scared of police 
officers and I’m not perceived as a threat. So they took 
my car, but if I had been anyone else that interaction 
might not have gone as well. And what if I didn’t have 
parents to reach out to that knew lawyers? What if I 
had gone to the police station and made a statement 
that implicated myself? And what if I didn’t have $312 
dollars to get my car out? It was like a small sliver of a 
glimpse of the injustices that so many other people in 
this country face at the hands of the police every single 
day.”

Two months after Black Lives Matter march, police confiscate cars of peaceful protesters
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Few millennial Jews have the ability to capture the 
Jewish cultural conversation the way Seth Rogen does. 
And this week, he used that influence to show the 
Jewish establishment why it can’t keep pretending that 
young Jews who reject Zionism and the state of Israel 
are relegated to a tiny, insignificant fringe of the 
community.

The Canadian Jewish actor, director, and comedian has 
been spending the past few weeks promoting his 
upcoming movie “An American Pickle.” The comedy 
tells the story of a poor Yiddish-speaking Eastern 
European Jewish immigrant who comes to America in 
the 1920’s with dreams of building a better life for his 
family, only to accidentally fall into a huge vat of pickle 
brine, from which he is awakened a century later in the 
present-day, perfectly preserved physically and entirely 
out of place culturally. The movie, which already has 
what some have called “the most Jewish trailer ever,” is 
arguably the most anticipated English-language Jewish 
movie since Adam Sandler’s “Uncut Gems.”

No doubt Rogen could easily have sat back, stayed 
quiet, and remained the toast of the American and 
Canadian Jewish communities for making what the 
Jerusalem Post hailed as “Yiddish hipster heaven.” But 
instead of remaining a universally beloved Jewish 
comedian, Rogen decided to spend the week before the 
movie’s August 6th release date involving himself in 
one of the most fraught political and cultural 
conversations that Jews can involve ourselves in: Israel.

This week, Rogen appeared on the latest episode of 
comedian Marc Maron’s insanely popular interview 
podcast “WTF with Marc Maron,” for a talk which Maron, 
who is also Jewish, called “by far, the Jewiest talk with 
Marc that two Jews ever had on this show.” And the two 
Jewish comedians indeed did not hold back.

Rogen did not go so far as to explicitly identify himself 
as an anti-Zionist Jew. But he went much further than 

simply criticizing the policies of the current Israeli 
government. He rejected the idea that his “100,000% 
Jewish identity,” a secular Jewish identity coming from 
“a line of very tough blue collar Jews,” should be rooted 
in any cultural identification with the state of Israel at 
all.

Indeed, Rogen labeled the entire idea of Jewish 
statehood the result of an “antiquated thought 
process” and memorably said that as a strategy for the 
preservation of Jewish peoplehood, encouraging all 
Jews to live in one Jewish state is nonsensical, because 
“you don’t keep something you’re trying to preserve all 
in one place especially when that place has proven to 
be… pretty volatile. I’m trying to keep all these things 
safe, I’m going to put them in my blender and hope that 
that’s the best place! That will do it!”

Rogen also criticized the Israel education he received 
as a child for neglecting to teach about Palestinian 
history, declaring that he was “fed a huge amount of 
lies about Israel my entire life. You know, they never tell 
you, that oh by the way, there were people there.” And 
he concluded that progressive, left-wing millennial Jews 
increasingly feel a need to “ask a lot of questions and… 
really challenge the status quo” when it comes to Israel 
politics.

Unsurprisingly, Rogen’s comments divided the Jewish 
community, with left-wing Jewish groups hailing Rogen 
as a brave truth-teller, while Jews on the right attacked 
Rogen for supposedly speaking from “a position of 
really, really great privilege – and ignorance” and called 
him “utterly clueless as to why Herzl and his followers 
sought self-determination in Israel in the first place.”

Rogen’s critics did not simply disagree with his 
rejection of a Jewish identity rooted in the state of 
Israel, but attacked him for supposed “ignorance” and 
for “forgetting his own people’s history,” and claimed 
that Rogen’s comments “show the need for more

Wake up, Jewish establishment: Seth Rogen speaks 
for a lot of us young Jews
By Joel Swanson
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education about Israel as the ancestral home of the 
Jewish people.”

The thing is, the claim that Rogen’s rejection of Israel 
and Zionism reflects a lack of proper education says 
more about the North American Jewish community than 
it does about Rogen himself. Rogen hardly grew up 
alienated from mainstream establishment Jewish 
organizations. His father worked for the longtime 
Jewish labor group Workmen’s Circle, and he attended a 
Habonim Dror Zionist youth movement summer camp 
for years, which he valued so much that he later 
produced a promotional video for the camp.

Indeed, Seth Rogen’s Israel bona fides are so pure that 
his parents even met working on a kibbutz. You can 
hardly accuse Rogen of lacking access to proper Jewish 
educational institutions.

No, the real problem is not that a comedian who went 
to Zionist summer camps for years did not receive a 
proper Israel education. The problem is that this 
education failed him. It did not teach him the truth 
about the Nakba, the dispossession of at least 750,000 
Palestinians that accompanied the founding of the 
state of Israel in 1948, or of the consequences of the 
half-century occupation of the West Bank on Israeli 
society. So when Rogen, who describes himself as “left-
wing,” started reading more widely, the education he 
received from mainstream Zionist youth programs 
collapsed for him.

It’s a familiar story. A study of Jewish students on 
American university campuses found similar results: 
Students who grew up in North American Jewish 
institutions report that instead of getting a balanced 
education on the history of Israel and Palestine, 
“Everything I heard growing up is like: plant trees in 
Israel, or go to Israel, or protect Israel all these ways.”

This, in turn, left many Jewish students raised in Jewish 
environments feeling like as soon they were confronted 
with actual facts about Palestinian history, all of a 
sudden “it’s completely something I have no authority 
to speak about. I have no idea.” The study also found 
that American Jewish university students “express 
similar discomfort with the expectation that all Jews 
should be Zionists.”

Significantly, this is not a study of American Jewish 
students who had no access to Jewish education 
growing up. These are students who grew up attending 

Jewish summer camps and who became involved in 
Hillel and other campus Jewish groups when they 
arrived at university.

If these students, like Seth Rogen, fellow alumni of 
Zionist youth summer camps, are ignorant about Israel 
and Zionism, as Rogen’s critics charge, whose fault is 
that really? Is it his fault, or is it the fault of the 
educational institutions that failed him?

The truth is, while Rogen is not necessarily a 
spokesperson for all Jewish millennials, he represents a 
point of view that can no longer be marginalized within 
the Jewish community. Research consistently shows 
that young American Jews are feeling more and more 
alienated from the state of Israel. And these young 
Jews can’t all be dismissed as ignorant and uneducated. 
Like Rogan, many of them were raised in Jewish 
institutions, and just cannot square the simplistic 
portrayal of “a land without a people for a people 
without a land” that they were taught in those 
institutions with the reality they see on the ground.

The more Jewish establishment institutions ignore this 
fact, the more they risk losing a whole generation of 
Jews.

In Seth Rogen’s interview with Marc Maron, he noted 
that he was afraid to talk about Israel publicly because 
“I’m afraid of Jews. I’m 100 percent afraid of Jews.” But 
the truth is that this fear should go both ways: Seth 
Rogen is one of the most publicly Jewish celebrities 
right now, and he made one of the year’s most 
anticipated Jewish movies. He can’t easily be dismissed 
as marginal or fringe.

On August 6th, when Jews across the world sit down to 
watch “An American Pickle,” Jewish establishment 
organizations have every reason to be afraid of what 
Seth Rogen’s point of view represents.

-

Joel Swanson is a contributing columnist for the 
Forward and a Ph.D. student at the University of 
Chicago, studying modern Jewish intellectual history 
and the philosophy of religions. Find him on Twitter 
@jh_swanson.

The views and opinions expressed in this article are 
the author’s own and do not necessarily reflect those 
of the Forward.
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Dear American Jewish boys,

Please, please, take your Oedipal rage and find another 
outlet for it. It’s not Israel’s fault you hate your parents. 
Leave us out of this.

I understand, I get it. You were 12, you were at summer 
camp, and someone gave you a heroic version of 
Israel’s history, and now that you’re suddenly 
surrounded at university by theologians of the grand 
church of intersectionality, you feel the need to 
renounce,

Fine. Renounce your summer camp. Renounce your 
parents. But leave us out.

You’re not happy with the heroic version you heard at 
age 12? I feel for you. Can I ask you something though? 
Was the version of American history you got at age 12 
particularly critical? Did you learn a lot about the Trail 
of Tears, the Indian Removal Act or the Chinese 
Exclusion Act, or even the three-fifths rule?

When you were in high school and you learned about 
D-Day, did you also learn about the firebombing of 
Hamburg? Did you learn about the moral compromises 
involved in an alliance with Stalin? Did you learn about 
the 12 million displaced Germans at the end of the war?

Yes, Germans. A lot of them. Became refugees as a 
result of defeat in a destructive war they started. Not 
just them, either. Italians, Bulgarians, Hungarians —
many nations that made the mistake of allying 
themselves with the Nazis in the war found themselves 
at the end with significant territorial losses and having 
to resettle hundreds of thousands of displaced people.

The last great wave of such displacement was the 
Italians of the Istrian exodus in 1954, six years after 
Israel’s birth and war of independence.

When Israel fought for its independence, it was just one 
of many new states carved out of former imperial 
possessions. In the Middle East, many new nations 
were created, but most chose not to make common 

cause with the Jews in a tiny sliver of the Middle East 
and be part of a greater liberation of the entire region. 
Instead they devoted all their efforts to snuffing out the 
Jewish presence in the Middle East.

They actually succeeded in almost every single corner 
of the Middle East. But they failed in the one place 
where Jews were able to form a local majority and 
defend themselves.

And that’s how you ended up with twin refugee crises, 
the 800,000 or so Jews in Arab majority countries 
displaced by a successful Arab effort at ethnically 
cleansing a Jewish presence, and the 700,000 
Palestinians displaced as a result of a failed effort at 
ethnically cleansing a Jewish presence.

One of those groups of refugees was absorbed into 
their countries of refuge and made into full citizens 
where they thrive to this day. The other group linger in 
refugee camps and subsist on international aid and 
revenge fantasies.

Since you claim your parents hid the real history from 
you, I’ll be careful not to spoil for you which was which. 
Go pick up a book and find out for yourself.

Honestly, I don’t believe no one told you that there 
were Arabs in the Middle East who didn’t want a Jewish 
state. Really? When they told you about Israel’s wars in 
1948 and 1967, who did they tell you we fought against?

I don’t want to be boastful, but here in Israel at least, 
we’ve taken a critical approach to our history pretty 
much from day one. The first major literary treatment of 
the Palestinian displacement in Hebrew came out in 
1949, just one year after independence. Your average 
Israeli probably knows more about the less heroic sides 
of our history in wars, in occupation, and everything in 
between than any of your American or Canadian or 
British friends know about their own.

In fact, I’m willing to bet you know more the crimes of 
the IDF, real and imagined, in the occupied territories

Dear American Jewish boys: Please find another 
outlet for your Oedipal rage. Signed, Israeli Jews
By Shany Mor

News
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than you know about the more unseemly affairs 
related to your own army in its long wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan.

And if you really want to show us how brave you are, 
how much you love critical engagement with painful 
acts and with powerful constituencies at home, 
maybe you might want to speak about some of those. 
See the reaction you get, and then tell me if you still 
want to use the word “brave” the next time you and 
and your bunkmate trash talk your camp counselors.

Because if you hate them or hate your parents, that’s 
your issue with them — not with us. We’ve got enough 
going. Leave us out of it.

Yours sincerely,

Israeli Jews (or some Israelis; we’re not unanimous 
and we don’t imagine there’s a “Jewish establishment” 
here trying to silence us like a bunch of cosplay 
dissidents)

-

Shany Mor is an Associate Fellow at the Hannah 
Arendt Center at Bard College and a Researcher at 
the Israel Democracy Institute. He is also a research 
fellow at the Herzl Institute for the Study of Zionism 
and at the Chaikin Center for Geostrategy, both at 
Haifa University.

The views and opinions expressed in this article are 
the author’s own and do not necessarily reflect 
those of the Forward.

I was raised in a Zionist household. I went to a Jewish 
summer camp, I attended a synagogue that organized 
many trips to Israel, and I was close friends with 
Israelis all throughout my childhood. From day one, 
Israel was a central part of my Judaism.

When I went to college and became active in political 
organizing circles, I was overwhelmed by the 
education I was receiving on the Palestinian 
experience. I had never heard the words “Nakba,” or 
“occupation” before.

I was astounded at the complexities surrounding the 
conflict, and was embarrassed to admit how 
unenlightened I was on anything that didn’t relay 
Israel’s legitimacy and perfection.

I became obsessed. I read Herzl, I read Beinart, I read 
Shavit, and I read Pappé. I attended J-Street’s policy 
summit in Washington D.C., met with dozens of 
activists both on and offline, and sought out 
organizations on my campus that I knew were going 
to disagree with me on Israel.

To make up for my incredibly biased education, I 
devoted an entire year to absorbing all the 
perspectives I could from all sides of the political 
spectrum.

What I discovered was deeply disappointing.

At J-Street’s policy summit, a student sitting next to 
me was wearing a t-shirt that read “The Occupation is 
Apartheid.” Intrigued by the bravado and bluntness of 
this shirt, I asked about it: “What does ending the 
occupation mean? I agree with you, Palestinians are 
living in an unbearable situation. But how do we end

I’m a young American 
Jew and proud Zionist. 
Seth Rogen doesn’t 
speak for me.
By Blake Flayton
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the occupation while making sure the same thing that 
happened in Gaza doesn’t happen in the West Bank? 
How do we strike a balance between democracy and 
safety?”

In response, I was curtly informed that by asking these 
questions, I was attempting to justify the occupation 
and the oppression of Palestinians. The student then 
told me he needed to use the restroom.

It would not be the last time this happened. In fact, it’s 
routine.

When I engage fellow students about Israel who I 
suspect don’t share my views, I approach them with 
thoughtful questions about the conflict: “What can be 
done to end checkpoints? Which peace proposals are 
the most realistic?”

What I get in return are simple answers: Israel is an 
apartheid state born in sin. Israel has no right to exist, 
is committing genocide against Palestinians 
comparable to the Holocaust. Anybody who associates 
themselves with Israel is complicit in ethnic cleansing 
and is therefore a white supremacist.

Discussions of policy or negotiations are seen as
“normalization.” And it’s not just normalization of Israel 
anymore. Leftist organizations at universities, including 
several on my campus, are adopting strict rules against 
the “normalization of Zionism.”

These are powerful tactics, and for a year, I felt 
confused. I felt guilt.

And then I realized that those who repeatedly criticize 
us for our bias, for our lack of education and 
understanding of the other side, are are engaging in the 
exact same behavior. The difference is that their biased 
education isn’t ending on campus, like mine did.

Jewish education may be unjustly under-representing 
the Palestinian experience and hurting the legitimacy of 
Israel and Zionism by doing so. But it’s naive to 
presume that others are not engaging in the same kind 
of indoctrination by classifying Israel and Zionism as 
the root of all evil in the world, no questions asked.

Jewish students are noticing this trend. We understand 
how our education has failed us in not humanizing 
Palestine and Palestinians, and we are eager to open 
up about our story, in order to humanize Israel and 
Israelis. Yet when we try to engage, we are met with 

calls for our removal from progressive organizations, 
protests of Hillel Shabbat dinners, and attempts to exile 
us from student governments.

Yet somehow, it is we who are content with our 
brainwashing.

It is because of this increasingly common abuse, now 
documented on popular Instagram accounts like 
JewishOnCampus, that Jewish young people are 
reconnecting with their Zionism and understanding on 
an even deeper level why Jewish self determination is 
needed.

We’re beginning to understand that it will never matter 
how progressive we are, how critical of Israel, and how 
much we yearn to cooperate and share stories with 
Palestinians; we will still be framed as the eternal 
villain.

Seth Rogen recently said that he was “fed a huge 
amount of lies about Israel” and that young progressive 
Jews increasingly ask a lot of questions and “really 
challenge the status quo.” But there’s another wave of 
young, left-wing Jews who reject hanging our heads 
and submitting to claims that we have no right to 
sovereignty.

We reject the rewriting of our history that implies Jews 
landed in the Middle East from Europe. We reject 
privileged Ashkenormativity, which ignores the 
Sephardic and Mizrahi experience and favors a white-
washed, Americanized understanding of what it means, 
and what it has meant, to be Jewish. Degrading 
comments from Seth Rogen only strengthen our 
insistence on self determination and resistance.

-

Blake Flayton is a student at George Washington 
University and a writer and activist on Jewish issues, 
Israel/Palestine, and antisemitism prevention. He has 
bylines in The New York Times and Ha’aretz.

The views and opinions expressed in this article are 
the author’s own and do not necessarily reflect those 
of the Forward.
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I recall with distinct mortification Toad’s striped, singlet 
bathing suit.

Like so many early readers, I was in the cubbyholed
realm of an elementary school classroom when I first 
encountered Arnold Lobel’s “Frog and Toad” books, the 
first of which was released 50 years ago this August. 
Their whimsical bucolic watercolors struck me then (or 
maybe me now, in hindsight), as being palpably English 
in their formality and rhythms. In fact, the grouchy Toad 
and the optimistic Frog whose friendship weathered 
flightless kites, too-large hats and months-long 
hibernations were created by a Jewish author illustrator 
from Schenectady, N.Y.

Lobel’s stories were parables of patience and 
understanding, two qualities my younger self was 
deficient in. If there were easily-learned lessons about 
staying organized (“A List,” in which Toad ticks off his 
to-dos), intimacy and boundaries (“Alone,” where Frog 
leaves a note saying he wants to spend the day by 
himself) and random acts of kindness (“The Surprise,” 
where the friends decide to rake each other’s leaves 
without being asked), they sailed clear over my head. I 
was hung up on that bathing costume — I use a 
Britishism, as I’m reasonably certain Toad’s suit was 
what convinced me Frog and Toad were members of 
the Commonwealth.

If you are unfamiliar with the bathing suit story, from 
the duo’s first collection “Frog and Toad Are Friends,” 
it’s called “A Swim.” In it, the two anthropomorphic 
amphibians do something species appropriate for once 
and take a dip in the river. Frog swims naked and Toad, 
bashful, wears a torso-covering suit.

“After I put on my bathing suit, you must not look at me 
until I get in the water,” Toad admonishes Frog. “I look 
funny in my bathing suit.”

Safely concealed by the water, Frog and Toad happily 
splash and swim. Soon, a turtle wanders by and Toad 
tells Frog to call him away from the riverbank fearing he 
might see him in his swimwear.

Then, and this is what really gets me, Frog does the 
dumbest thing ever. He explains to the turtle the 
reason why he needs to kick rocks is because Toad 
thinks he looks funny in the bathing suit and doesn’t 
want him to see. Ever heard of lying, Frog? What the 
hell.

Explaining Toad’s fear of looking funny only piques the 
turtle’s interest more, because of course it does, and 
soon a whole bunch of lizards come out from hiding to 
try and catch Toad in his embarrassing outfit. This one 
snake even says “If Toad looks funny in his bathing suit, 
then I, for one, want to see him.” This snake, man. I 
can’t.

In case you haven’t realized yet, this is my nightmare. 
Soon a field mouse is there, dragonflies, and Frog, who 
screwed up majorly, tells Toad that everyone now 
wants to see him in his bathing suit. Toad responds —
with admirable restraint— that he will stay in the water 
until everyone goes away.

No one does and Toad begins to shiver and sneeze and, 
fearing he’ll catch a cold, has no other choice but to 
remove himself from the water and stand on a rock in 
an embarrassing number that looks like something an 
old-timey weightlifter might wear. Everyone laughs at 
him. (Even Frog.)

Until now, I wasn’t aware how deeply this story 
affected me. I wonder, after years of expensive 
education and therapy, if I can unpack what is meant by 
this tale of public humiliation.

Here’s what I’ve come up with.

It could be argued that Toad, having endured the 
laughter of an entire forest of woodland creatures, 
comes away stronger for it, striding back to his 
residence with his chin aloft and his clothes under his 
arm. Maybe, now that what he looks like in the suit is 
known, he will have no need to hide. (Many critics claim 
the gay subtexts of Frog and Toad — whose author was 
gay — are numerous, and this may be a commentary on

As Frog and Toad turn 50, a look at their most 
mortifying story
By PJ Grisar
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being true to yourself, however the world may feel 
about you).

From the perspective of Frog, he (and the reader) might 
emerge from this taking care to be more circumspect 
about divulging information others might not want to 
be communicated. Learning that people like laughing at 
the expense of others, he may not invite an audience to 
Toad’s insecurity in the future. The story ends before 
Frog has this realization — if he ever has it at all.

Taken on a societal level, this story frankly 
acknowledges that people are cruel and hung up on 
appearances. Anticipating the reveal of the suit the 
reader laughs, too when it appears on the page. I didn’t. 
I felt profoundly sad for Toad and honestly think you 
should too. I suppose then, that it taught me something 
about empathy, though I suspect humor is its main aim.

In any case, all of these are useful lessons, but I still 
can’t get around how easily this whole pageant might 
have been avoided had Frog only kept his big mouth 
shut.

But the onus isn’t off Toad, who, knowing he looks 
funny in his weird turn-of-the century outfit, should 
have just bought something that looks less ridiculous. 
Whatever my gripes with “A Swim,” the fact I remember 
it at all is a testament to Lobel’s prodigious talents as 
an artist, storyteller and moral coach for the under 10 
set. I only wish he were still around today to write a 
sequel to this yarn, where Toad exacts swift revenge by 
revealing Frog’s long history of tax evasion.

-

PJ Grisar is the Forward’s culture reporter. He can be 
reached at Grisar@Forward.com.
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