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The Torah That Ended Up At A Goodwill Doesn’t 
Belong To A Jew

News

By Ari Feldman

For Jill Hyman, a Torah is an etz chaim, the tree of life 
and the “source of Jewish existence.” She refers to a 
scroll as “she,” as though she knows it personally.

So when Hyman, the administrator of Temple Beth El in 
Williamsburg, Va., got a call a little over two weeks ago 
about a Torah that was up for auction on 
ShopGoodwill.com, she felt appalled — and profoundly 
drawn to the scroll. Its mantle bore the name of a small 
town in Ukraine, the country at the center of the 
current impeachment inquiry. One of Hyman’s 
daughters had just celebrated her bat mitzvah; she 
imagined the last bar mitzvah boy to read from the 
scroll before the Nazis liquidated the Jews of the town, 
Berdichev.

“Clearly it means something,” she said then. “She 
belongs to the Jewish people.”

Now Hyman is grappling with a new, unexpected 
reality: that the Torah rightfully belongs to a retired 
real estate agent who lives about a 90-minute drive 
away in Spotsylvania, Va., who once came close to 
playing professional football and spent years collecting 

religious objects. And who is not Jewish.

The Forward first reported on the Goodwill Torah on 
Nov. 6, chronicling how it had been dropped off at a 
Williamsburg thrift store and then, after weeks on a 
shelf with a $500 price tag, bought by someone hoping 
to flip it for a profit. The unknown buyer, however, soon 
returned it to a Goodwill in Richmond, from where it 
was posted to the online shop. But the article raised 
more questions: Where was the Torah from? How did it 
end up in Williamsburg? Who did it really belong to?

Two weeks of further investigation has allowed us to 
reconstruct the last two decades of the Torah’s life, 
tracing a surprising odyssey through a world little 
known to Jews in which the sacred scrolls are not 
reserved for ritual reading, but are collectibles of 
fluctuating value bought and sold by bible enthusiasts.

We still don’t know the Torah’s true age or origins, and 
will likely never know. But we discovered that it was 
sold in the 1990s by a Judaica store on Manhattan’s 
Lower East Side to the owner of a traveling bible 
museum in Texas, who soon sold it through a middle
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man to the Virginia real estate agent, a Christian 
collector who, earlier this year, consigned it to an 
auction house outside of Washington, D.C.

The auction house couldn’t sell it — and can’t fully 
explain why it went to Goodwill.

“I’m not holding anything against anybody,” said the 
real estate agent, Mel Meadows, who is 69 and 
occasionally quotes from the Talmud. “I just want my 
property back.”

‘A Torah from pieces’

Meadows did not see the Forward’s original article 
about the Torah. In fact, he only learned that it had 
ended up in a Goodwill after I contacted him. But a 
rabbi who worked at the auction house last winter saw 
it, recognized the Torah, and reached out. After talking 
to him, I was able to reverse-engineer the story back a 
few more chapters. To read our first article about the 
Torah, click here.

Every new bit of information surprised me: I grew up 
under the impression that Torahs were created by 
scribes, lived in synagogues, day schools and summer 
camps, and then, when they became too worn for use, 
were buried in genizahs, the special repository for 
retired Jewish texts.

It turns out that Torahs, one of the holiest objects in 
Judaism, sometimes have lives completely outside the 
faith. This story helps illuminate that world, revealing 
that, like it or not, there are many non-Jews in the 
United States who find value and use in an old, worn, 
handwritten Hebrew scroll.

What we know of the Goodwill Torah’s life starts in the 
heart of what once was the Jewish mecca of the Lower 
East Side, in a former tenement building on Essex 
Street that will soon be replaced by a sleek tower of 
“micro-units.” Today, the gentrifying block is home to 
cafes and a pilates studio, but 20 years ago it was still 
a row of hole-in-the-wall Judaica shops.

At 11 Essex, three rabbis operated A & Y Sofrei Stam, a 
storefront where a scribe examined and repaired the 
parchment scrolls in tefillin, the leather boxes worn for 
weekday morning prayers, and in mezuzahs, which are 
mounted on the doorposts of a Jewish home.

In the 1990s, A & Y was crammed floor to ceiling with 
ornaments, scroll-repair supplies and as many as 40 
Torah scrolls at a time, recalled Rabbi Michael 

Schiffman, who at the time operated his own small 
business, Havdalah Judaica, from a desk inside the 
store. Schiffman, now 64 and living in Florida, back 
then bought Torahs from shuttered synagogues and via 
brokers, who collected unused scrolls around Europe 
and sold them to shops in the United States and Israel.

Schiffman told me that the Goodwill Torah was one of 
those scrolls, and that it was considered a “Torah from 
pieces” because it had panels from several different 
eras and places, perhaps dating as far back as the 
1600s. Schiffman didn’t recall the shop repairing the 
scroll, meaning it was likely unfit for ritual use, unlike 
the majority of the scrolls they sold.

“Some of them you look at, and it can take your breath 
away,” he said. “That one, it was an older scroll. It 
wasn’t particularly wonderful.”

Neither Schiffman nor Franklin “Rusty” Maisel, a dealer 
in rare bibles, recall the exact year that Maisel came to 
Havdalah and bought the Torah, saying it was bound 
for a museum.

Maisel was born Jewish but converted as a young man 
to Christianity, and for more than two decades has 
operated a traveling bible museum. He says the 
museum — which includes multiple Torah scrolls and a 
working, scale model Gutenberg press on which he 
demonstrates early printing methods — is his way of 
spreading enthusiasm for the bible.

“I try to teach respect for the Torah, which a lot of 
Christians don’t understand,” said Maisel, who is 75 and 
lives outside Fort Worth, Tex. “We are basically 
Christian believers. But what is a Christian is an 
interesting thing. Like what is a Jew? People have 
different definitions.”

Maisel was part of a spike in trade in the late 1990s in 
rare bibles and Judaica fueled largely by eBay, which 
allowed collectors to obtain a scroll fragment here, a 
Gutenberg bible leaf there. He estimates that he sold 
about 12 full Torahs over the years. Neither he nor 
Schiffman remembers what he paid for the Goodwill 
Torah.

Schiffman no longer trades in Torahs, but the deep 
admiration for the scrolls and their scribes that he felt 
while working on Essex Street remains. He told me he 
was “embarrassed” at what became of the Torah after 
it left the Lower East Side, even though he knows it 
wasn’t his fault.
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“It’s not a piece of furniture,” he said. “It’s something 
holy and special. It’s the history of our people.”

‘Scripture is the experiences of those who have gone 
before us.’

Around 2000, Maisel said, he sold the Torah to Paul 
Barkocy, a pastor who handled rare-bible sales for, he 
contends, businessmen including the former 
presidential candidate Ross Perot. Again, neither Maisel 
nor Barkocy could tell me the sale price.

Barkocy said he had planned to resell the Torah quickly, 
and at his request Maisel created a letter attesting to 
the Torah’s provenance, whose claims are somewhat 
dubious.

The letter says that a Rabbi Yitzchak Goldstein had 
determined the scroll was written in the 1400s, adding: 
“Because of its age, quality, and source Rabbi Goldstein 
thinks the scroll should be recognized as an 
extraordinary and historically significant Torah.” It also 
identified Berdichev, the name on the Torah’s mantle, 
as the birthplace of a founder of Hasidic Judaism.

Goldstein could not be reached to verify this. 
Schiffman, the rabbi who once worked on Essex Street, 
said “Goldstein” was in fact a pseudonym the scribe 
used to hide his earnings from an ex-wife, and declined 
to share his real name. The founder mentioned in 
Maisel’s letter, meanwhile — Rabbi Levi Yitzchak of 
Berdichev — was not a founder of Hasidic Judaism, and 
he produced no rabbinic dynasty, though he was an 
influential figure in the movement, experts say.

(Schiffman, for his part, thinks the Torah likely came 
from Germany, where the Jewish communities were 
wealthy enough to afford such a large scroll.)

Armed with the certificate, Barkocy sold the Torah to 
Meadows, the Virginia real-estate agent, who punted 
for the Washington Redskins in two pre-seasons in the 
early 1970s, but never played a regular-season game. 
Meadows told me he was fascinated by its purported 
historical significance; it would go well with the Torah 
scroll fragments he already had framed in his home.

Barkocy recalled bringing the Torah to the large house 
Meadows was living in at the time in Fredericksburg, 
Virginia. Curious to see if it was complete, the two 
unfurled the scroll, with the help of Meadows’ wife and 
son, along the longest corridor in the home, searching 
for notable passages like the Ten Commandments. 

Meadows said they made sure not to let it touch the 
ground, a grave mistake in Judaism.

“From Genesis to Deuteronomy, it was all laid out,” 
Meadows said.

Meadows is a self-taught scholar of religion and rare 
bibles who, in an interview, mentioned the shifting 
names of God and the 70 interpretations that the 
ancient rabbis said could be found in every verse. For 
more than two decades, he collected hundreds of rare 
bibles and religious ornaments worth hundreds of 
thousands of dollars, including a bible from the 
American Revolution and a copy of the William Tyndale 
bible, whose translation got its creator burned at the 
stake.

“To me, scripture is the experiences of those who have 
gone before us,” he said, “as they are dealing with the 
mystery of God.”

‘The book was never kosher’

In 2009, after two real-estate investments flopped and 
Meadows had to pay significant out-of-pocket costs for 
his wife’s heart surgery, he consigned much of his 
collection — though not the Torah — to auction in New 
York. He says the bulk of it brought about $250,000.

This year, downsizing in order to move closer to his 
children, he hired Quinn’s Auction Galleries, about a 
half hour outside Washington, D.C., to sell the rest —
including our Torah.

Rabbi Howard Gorin, who Quinn’s hired last winter to 
assess the value of the library of a deceased rabbi, told 
me that he examined the Berdichev Torah, and was 
unable to corroborate Maisel’s letter of authenticity.

Still, the Torah went up for auction in May alongside 
the dead rabbi’s books and Judaica. Meadows had set a 
sale minimum of $4,000, but there were no qualifying 
bids.

“The book was never kosher,” noted Matthew Quinn, 
executive vice president of the auction house. It’s “an 
assemblage, it’s not necessarily real, so to speak, and 
that presents a challenge.”

Quinn acknowledges that when the Torah didn’t sell, it 
should have been returned to Meadows. When I first 
called the Quinn’s office, Quinn himself assumed it had 
been, since that’s what they do with valuable items 
that fail to sell at auction. It was only later, when
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Meadows told me he never got it back, that it became 
clear someone at Quinn’s had dropped the ball.

When I called Quinn back, he said the Torah seemed to 
have mistakenly been included in a load of unsold 
items marked for donation to thrift stores and charities. 
The employee who was supposed to give the Torah 
back to Meadows lived in Williamsburg, Quinn said, 
which may explain why it ended up in the Goodwill 
store there.

Now, Quinn says that he is planning to work with 
Temple Beth El, the Williamsburg synagogue caring for 
the Torah, to get it back to Meadows.

“This was obviously an unfortunate decision, and we’ll 
work on getting to the bottom of it, and making sure 
that something like this doesn’t happen again,” he said.

‘It’s almost like we found a child’

When Hyman brought the Torah back to Beth El, an 
unaffiliated congregation with about 150 member-
families, it was the toast of the synagogue. People 
came to examine it, despite its strong smell of mold. 
They set it in the ark, alongside a tall, thin scroll that 
survived the Holocaust in Czechoslovakia. Recovering 
the Torah was a kind of victory for the visibility of the 
Jewish community in a heavily Christian area, where 
Beth El is the only synagogue.

“It’s almost like we found a child,” explained Rabbi 
David Katz, the congregation’s leader. “And yet, nine 

out of 10 people around here wouldn’t understand what 
it is.”

The congregation had been planning to hire a scribe to 
examine the Torah, and estimate the cost to repair it.

But Meadows wants it back, which makes Hyman — the 
synagogue administrator who calls the scroll “she” —
uncomfortable.

She is skeptical of the auction-house story, that the 
Torah got lost by mistake. She is also unnerved that 
this Torah — and many others — live their lives in 
Christian hands.

“I feel like the whole story is how an etz chaim, this 
Jewish lifeline and connection to the Jewish people, is 
being culturally appropriated,” she said.

When Hyman first got the call about the Torah from 
Goodwill she was on her way to a bris, the ritual 
circumcision of an eight-day old boy. She immediately 
turned around to grab another Beth El member and go 
get the Torah, figuring the infant would forgive her 
absence.

“God willing, one day we can tell him the story,” she 
said. “And he’ll understand.”

Ari Feldman is a staff writer at the Forward. Contact 
him at feldman@forward.com or follow him on Twitter 
@aefeldman
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wo children of Jewish refugees testified in the Trump 
impeachment hearings in Washington this week. 
Today, Ambassador Gordon Sondland invoked his 
immigrant background in the opening statement of his 
testimony. “My parents fled Europe during the 
Holocaust,” he testified. “Escaping the atrocities of 
that time, my parents left Germany for Uruguay… Like 
so many immigrants, my family was eager for freedom 
and hungry for opportunity.”

But as a Russian Jew, it was Lt. Col. Alexander 
Vindman’s testimony which struck closest to home for 
me. On Tuesday, Vindman, the top Ukraine expert on 
the National Security Council, testified about his 
concerns regarding a phone call between President 
Trump and Ukrainian President Vlodomyr Zelensky. 
Vindman moved here as a child from the Soviet Union 
in 1979, and he invoked his background as a refugee 
during his opening statements.

“Next month will mark 40 years since my family 
arrived in the United States as refugees,” he said. 
“When my father was 47 years old, he left behind his 
entire life and the only home he had ever known to 
start over in the United States so that his three sons 
could have better, safer lives.”

Vindamn’s family came to the U.S. in the same month 
as mine did, November 1979, also from Kiev. But it was 
the irony of his story which I recognized, its dark and 
almost comical arc, which unfolded in true Russian 
literary form.

Vindman’s family fled totalitarian repression of free 
speech to come to this land of freedom. And yet, he 
now finds himself on the receiving end of personal 
attacks from the highest office in the land — for

The Devastating Irony 
Of The Impeachment 
Hearings For Russian 
Jews

Opinion

By Avital Chizhik-Goldschmidt

testifying in Congress. The army has now placed him 
and his family under round-the-clock security 
monitoring, after the White House attacked him on 
Twitter.

To watch Vindman take the stand, and to watch the 
President attack him, one begins to wonder about the 
country Vindman’s father chose to come to. Of course, 
Vindman must be wondering this too, which is why he 
had to reassure his father, in his opening statement, 
that this was the right choice. “Dad, my sitting here 
today, in the US Capitol, talking to our elected officials, 
is proof that you made the right decision forty years 
ago to leave the Soviet Union to the United States, in 
search of a better life for our family,” he said. “Do not 
worry, I will be fine for telling the truth.”

Why is Vindman so fixated with the consequences of 
telling the truth? Why must he reassure his father over 
this? Why does he dedicate his final words to this 
emotion, to his immigrant experience above all?

Because Vindman, like all of us Russian-speaking Jews, 
are products of the all-consuming paranoia that was 
the Soviet Jewish experience. We come from a place 
where truth was deeply dangerous, where the cost of 
dissent was often death. Indeed, when pressed on it, 
Vindman explained that his father was “deeply 
worried” about his decision to testify, “because in his 
context, there was the ultimate risk.”

Several generations of Soviet Jews were traumatized 
by the culture of constant surveillance and censorship. 
It took us decades to grow into our American skins, to 
feel finally, perhaps at home in this land of freedom 
and promise, and yet even today in 2019, one will often 
find suspicion and deep reticence to speak up in this 
community, even about the most gross injustices. The 
wounds that come with living in totalitarianism can 
linger for decades and generations, and that is 
precisely what makes Vindman’s testimony so 
particularly courageous.

In Vindman, we see one of us: We see a person who 
graduated from the same schools as we did, the 
schools of herring on black bread, of Brighton Beach 
apartments, of Russian television, of hardworking 
parents. We see a product of similar stories: a Judaism
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Update note: At 5:03 p.m. on November 20, this story 
was updated to show that Ezras Nashim’s ambulance 
permit application is in limbo due to an inconclusive 
vote.

Ezras Nashim, the Orthodox all-female EMT corps, still 
doesn’t know if it will ever get permission to buy its 
own ambulance after opposition from an all-male EMT 
service stalled their application — at least temporarily.

Ezras Nashim’s ambulance permit application is in 
limbo after neither side got enough votes from the 
Regional Emergency Medical Services Council of New 
York City (REMSCO). At least 14 of the 24-member 
panel needs to vote either to grant a permit or deny it. 
In this case, 12 members voted against; seven in favor; 
five abstained and two were absent.

Now the decision will be transferred to the New York 
State EMS Council (SEMSCO) in Albany; the date has 
not been announced.

Hatzoloh of Boro Park, the all-male Orthodox Jewish 
EMT service, opposed Ezras Nashim’s application in 
front of REMSCO, arguing that there is no “proven 
need” for a parallel service catering to Orthodox 
women, and that the group’s response times (8 
minutes), which are slower than theirs (2.5-4 minutes), 
prove that they should not be in operation.

“We’re not allowed to have lights and sirens on our 
cars,” said Sarah Hussney, an Ezras Nashim EMT, 
before the meeting. “I’m sure our response time would 
be faster. That’s why we should have an ambulance.”

Four of the 12 REMSCO members who voted against 
the application were Hatzolah members.

“This has to do with Ezras Nashim proving need,” said 
Scott Orlanski, a representative of Hatzolah and a 
voting member of REMSCO. “This is about the facts,” 
he added, “Not the emotion bandied around.”

of whispers, often defined by a lone Sholom Aleichem 
book; the stories of relatives who disappeared; the 
family members who applied for exit visas, seeking 
freedom, for which they were thrown out of the Party, 
for which they were blasted in the Komsomol 
newspaper as traitors, “enemies of the state”.

Yet now, in a cosmic twist of fate, Vindman finds 
himself in a situation not so different from that of his 
grandparents: persecuted by the executive branch of 
the very country his father hoped would offer a life of 
peace.

The image of a Jew in uniform being decried as a 
loyalist to a foreign country is a real deja vu for the 
student of modern European Jewish history.

“I am grateful for my father’s brave act of hope 40 
years ago and for the privilege of being an American 
citizen and public servant, where I can live free of fear 
for mine and my family’s safety,” he said. Yet by the 
end of the day yesterday, Vindman’s words began to 
ring hollow.

“This is America,” Vindman ended his opening 
statement. “Here, right matters.”

Perhaps that was the America which Vindman’s father 
chose. Today, I’m not sure.

Avital Chizhik-Goldschmidt is the life editor at the 
Forward. Find her on Twitter and Instagram.

Orthodox Female 
EMTs Hit Setback In 
Fight For Their Own 
Ambulance

News

By Avital Chizhik-Goldschmidt
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The Anti-Defamation League has released a new poll of 
anti-Semitic attitudes in 18 countries around the world. 
The ADL spoke to residents of Canada, Brazil, 
Argentina, South Africa and several countries in 
Western and Eastern Europe. While anti-Semitic 
attitudes appear to have largely held steady across 
Western Europe as compared with the two previous 
years, Eastern Europeans appear to increasingly 
embrace anti-Semitic conspiracy theories about Jewish 
control of the global economy.

Here are four take-aways from the new poll:

Eastern Europe is falling for anti-Semitic conspiracy 
theories.

The four Eastern European countries sampled —
Ukraine, Poland, Hungary and Russia — saw the most 
marked jump in anti-Semitic attitudes. Nearly 7 in 10 
people in Hungary and Ukraine, along with about half of 
people in Russia and Poland, agreed with the statement 
“Jews have too much power in the business world.”

The results in Eastern Europe follow on political 
developments that have many Jews in the region afraid 
for the futures of their communities. Far right parties in 
Ukraine and Hungary have surged. One Forward 
correspondent hid from anti-Semitic marchers in 
Poland in his bathroom, as the country’s political 
leadership has mounted a public relations campaign to 
erase references to Polish complicity in the Holocaust.

Muslims in Western Europe show markedly less anti-
Semitism than those in Muslim-majority countries.

Muslims in Western Europe also know more Jews, 
support Israel at a higher rate and hold Holocaust-
denying beliefs at a lower rate than Muslims in 
majority-Muslim countries. About 31% of Muslims 
polled in Western Europe this year have a favorable 
view of Israel, compared with 7% of Muslims polled in 
Muslim countries in 2014.

Ezras Nashim argues that their service is needed 
because many women in their community are 
uncomfortable being treated by male medics, given 
their religious value of modesty.

Ezras Nashim was first founded in 2014, when the fifty-
year-old Jewish ambulance corps Hatzoloh denied 
applications from Orthodox women to serve as medics 
on their ambulances. A group of women, most visible 
among them Ruchie Freier (now a criminal court judge 
in the Kings County 5th judicial district), decided to start 
their own corps, to cater to ultra-Orthodox women’s 
sensitivities. (“Ezras Nashim” is a term which generally 
refers to a synagogue’s women’s balcony, but can also 
mean “the aid of women.”)

“We have considered the modesty issue many times 
over the years,” said Rabbi Yechiel Kaufman, a rabbi 
who opposes the license, according to a report in the 
New York Post about a previous hearing. “The 
associated risks of having two emergency services so 
disparate… far outweigh the benefits to the community.”

The group received public attention with the 
documentary film “93Queen,” which chronicled its 
inception. Today, Ezras Nashim serves Brooklyn’s Boro
Park, with around 20 EMT volunteers on its team. They 
also operate in Monsey, Flatbush and midtown 
Manhattan. In 2019, they served 450 women, from 
childbirth to falls in the shower to burns in the kitchen.

The tension between the two groups is part of a much 
larger battle — over the right of Orthodox women to 
define female modesty, on their own terms, and based 
on their own experiences. It comes into play, for 
example, in the debate over the publication of women’s 
pictures in local magazines and over the communal 
dress code standards for women.

“As observant Jewish women, modesty is a way of life,” 
Ezras Nashim insisted in its application to REMSCO. “It 
dictates the way we dress, speak and act on a daily 
basis. Our personal identity and the defining 
characteristic we bring forth is our dedication to 
modesty.” According to them, treatment from either 
men in their community or outsiders with local 
hospitals’ ambulance corps can lead to traumatic 
experiences for women not used to physical contact 
with male strangers.

Avital Chizhik-Goldschmidt is the life editor at the 
Forward. Find her on Twitter and Instagram.

The ADL Surveyed 18 
Countries On Anti-
Semitism. Here’s What 
You Need To Know.
By Ari Feldman
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Whenever people ask how long I was in Jerusalem as 
the bureau chief of The New York Times, I answer both 
in years and in stories. That is, almost four years — or, 
two wars in Gaza and two Israeli elections.

My successor has certainly got me beat: two Israeli 
elections in six months, and a third almost certainly on 
the way.

Israel loves to celebrate itself as the only democracy 
in the Middle East (sorry, Tunisia). But having elections 
with no winner, having a government in permanent 
limbo, having negotiations with no progress is not a 
showcase of a vibrant democracy. It’s a demonstration 
of dysfunction, or at least, hopeless division.

Here are three questions American Jews should think 
about as this seemingly endless cycle enters its next 
phase, in which the Parliament has three weeks to pick 
a prime minister and form a coalition — something 
pretty much nobody thinks will actually happen — or 
send the public back to the ballot box.

What is this fight really about?

For generations, Israeli politics turned on a single axis: 
the Palestinian question. The left and right camps 
were defined, roughly, by people who were committed 
to a two-state solution (left) and those who supported 
settlement of the occupied territories (right) and took 
a more river-to-sea view of Israel. The religious parties 
swung between the two, trading their votes on 
security questions to keep control of things like 
marriage, conversion and public observance of 
holidays.

But there is little difference in position on the 
Palestinians between the two major parties in this 
election, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s Likud 
and Benny Gantz’s Blue and White. With the peace 
process stalemated so long it’s just gone stale, Israeli

BDS is not as popular as you might think.

Support for efforts to economically isolate Israel —
known as the Boycotts, Divestments and Sanctions 
(BDS) movement — is low, with only 15% of people 
most European countries saying they support it.

Spain and South Africa evince some anti-Semitic 
attitudes.

In South Africa, about four in 10 respondents agreeing 
with the statement “Jews want to weaken our national 
culture by supporting immigrants coming to our 
country.”

In Spain, about 3 in 10 of respondents feel that Jews 
have too much control over global media.

Ari Feldman is a staff writer at the Forward. Contact 
him at feldman@forward.com or follow him on Twitter 
@aefeldman

3 Qs With Jodi | What 
Does Israel’s Political 
Stalemate Really 
Mean?

Opinion

By Jodi Rudoren

3 Qs With Jodi | What Does Israel’s Political Stalemate Really Mean? 88

Create a Future for 
Courageous Jewish 

Journalism

The Forward is the most significant Jewish 

voice in American journalism. Our outstanding

reporting on cultural, social, and political 

issues inspires readers of all ages and 

animates conversation across generations. 

Your support enables our critical work and

contributes to a vibrant, connected global 

Jewish community.

The Forward is a nonprofit association and is 
supported by the contributions of its readers.

To donate online visit 
Forward.com/donate

To donate by phone
Call 212-453-9454



GET THE LATEST AT FORWARD.COM

voters are increasingly focused on socio-economic 
questions, and, especially, the role of religion in public 
life.

Between the two elections, Gantz and the third major 
player, Avigdor Liberman, both gained votes by talking 
more about “liberal” values — which is shorthand for 
secular, and includes things like public transport on 
Shabbat and holidays, and military draft for the ultra-
Orthodox.

These elections are also, in their essence, a 
referendum on Benjamin Netanyahu, now the longest-
serving prime minister in the state’s history, and a man 
almost certainly about to be indicted for corruption. `

Why does Netanyahu have so much staying power?

This really is a mystery. Look, it’s true that over his 
decade at the helm, Israel has remained relatively safe 
and its economy relatively strong — the two key 
elements to a politician’s success.

But Netanyahu has never had great personal approval 
ratings beyond his base, and does not even have great 
relationships with his close party colleagues; I don’t 
know of another politician in Israel or the United States 
who has had more top lieutenants turn prime 
antagonists. (See: Liberman, Avigdor; Bennett, Naftali; 
Ya’alon, Moshe; Kahlon, Moshe; Hendel, Yoaz.)

Now he’s in real trouble, toxic-for-most-politicians 
trouble, and yet more than one million Israelis voted 
for him in September. And, despite Gantz and 
Liberman’s clear eagerness to form a unity 
government with Likud if only Netanyahu would step 
aside, not one of the other supposed leaders on the 
party’s list (talking to you, Gidon Sa’ar) was willing to 
leave his side.

The only explanation is fear. Netanyahu has made a 
career campaigning on it: fear of a nuclear Iran, fear of 
suicide bombers, fear of American Jewish betrayal, fear 
of boycott, fear even of Arab Israelis “voting in droves” 
(which actually started to happen this last time 
around, in a backlash, that really was a sign of the 
health of Israeli democracy). And those other 
politicians are too afraid to cross him.

Where is Nachshon?

I only recently learned — or, at least, only recently paid 
attention — to the biblical story of Nachshon, said to be 
at the head of the line as the Jews fled slavery in 

Pharoah’s Egypt. The legend is that Nachshon stepped 
into the Red Sea before it parted, because he was so 
confident that God would lead his people to liberation 
— or, perhaps, because he understood that standing 
still was a sure death trap, given the oncoming hordes 
of Egyptians on horseback.

Today’s Israeli Jews seem to think they can stand still. 
Netanyahu and others have deluded them into 
thinking the status quo with the Palestinians is 
sustainable, with the “temporary” occupation of the 
West Bank well into its 52nd year. Now we’ve entered 
a similar spin-cycle in electoral politics: they campaign, 
they vote, they try to form a coalition, they fail, they 
campaign, they vote…

We need a Nachshon. A leader who will take real risk, if 
only because she understands that not taking that risk 
is a bigger risk, that Israel’s survival as a Jewish and 
Democratic state is actually not assured without 
resolving the Palestinian conflict.

In their new book, “Be Strong and of Good Courage,” 
the veteran Middle East peace plotters David 
Makovsky and Dennis Ross highlight four Israeli 
leaders who made Nachshon-like moves. “They 
understood the costs of acting but also the 
consequences of not acting,” Makovsky and Ross 
wrote in a recent Forward op-ed.

Two elections with no winner and a third on the way 
feels a lot like not acting, and it doesn’t seem like 
Israeli politicians — or voters — understand the 
consequences.

Jodi Rudoren is the editor in chief of the Forward.

The views and opinions expressed in this article are 
the author’s own and do not necessarily reflect 
those of the Forward.
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when I had the chance to [buy the bakery], I thought, ‘I 
have to make this work; I have to keep this going.’ We 
were able to turn it around and make it relevant to the 
New York consumer, and keep it what it is.”

Becker tried to make sure that the cookbook 
contained recipes for every baking level. “I didn’t want 
it to be off-putting,” she said. “I wanted people to buy 
the book and say, I can make this.”

She also included at least one recipe for every major 
Jewish holiday: honey loaf for Rosh Hashanah, 
hamentaschen for Purim, sour cream cheesecake for 
Shavuot and Passover versions of classic walnut 
brownies and black and white cookies. And of course, 
there’s Greenberg’s wonderful challah.

For Thanksgiving, there are cranberry-almond biscotti,
pecan pie and apple macaroon cake. I made the latter, 
which was divine.

Becker had to whittle the list of recipes down to 50, 
which meant making some hard choices. There’s no 
babka, and much to my disappointment (but perhaps 
lucky for my waistline), no almond butter cookie. I’ll 
just have to keep visiting the shop for an evocative 
taste of old New York — and my childhood.

Apple Macaroon Cake, From UES’ William Greenberg 
Desserts

By Carol Becker

Rich, dense and almondy, with a layer of sweet apples 
crowning the top, this cake is a perfect fall dessert. 
You can arrange the apple slices haphazardly or, for a 
special occasion, take the time to arrange them in 
concentric circles. Do be sure to buy almond paste —
marzipan is much sweeter and smoother than almond 
paste and won’t produce the same effect.
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When I was a child growing up on Manhattan’s Upper 
East Side, my mother and grandmother shopped at a 
little Jewish bakery on Madison Avenue called William 
Greenberg Desserts. I loved the babka and challah, but 
my favorite thing in the store was a simple butter 
cookie topped with slivered almonds. (As I wrote in the 
Forward several years ago, I have sweet memories of 
the women behind the counter slipping me one of 
those cookies every time we went in.)

Back then, the shop was owned by the Greenberg 
family. Today, owner Carol Becker has expanded and 
modernized the company by adding a kiosk in the 
Plaza Food Hall and another store in Hudson Yards. 
This month, she releases “The William Greenberg 
Desserts Cookbook: Classic Desserts From an Iconic 
New York City Bakery.”

“I’m hoping to reach people who don’t know about 
Greenberg, [who will] pick it up and skim through it 
and say this looks interesting, and come to us,” Becker 
said.

he book contains 50 recipes, including classics such as 
black and white cookies, linzer tarts, challah and 
schnecken. But it also boasts some of Becker’s more 
recent innovations, like whoopie pies, rainbow cake, 
and snowflake cookies — items that she introduced to 
keep the bakery current.

“Those little kids coming in in strollers or holding their 
mother’s hand, you want them to look in the cabinet 
and say, ‘I want that!’ ” Becker said. “We added things 
that really appeal to the kids visually, and once they 
taste it, they’re hooked. A kid doesn’t want to come in 
and eat a babka.”

While that is debatable, Becker’s reasoning is sound.

“The city just keeps losing these iconic places that we 
all grew up going to and loving, places that are part of 
our memories,” she said. “It really made me sad. So

Iconic UES Jewish 
Bakery Shares Its 
Recipes, Just in Time 
For Thanksgiving
By Liza Schoenfein

Carol Becker The William Greenberg Desserts Cookbook
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Carol Becker’s Apple Macaroon Cake, From UES’ 
William Greenberg Desserts

• 1 pound (1¾ cups) almond paste, broken into 
chunks

• 1 cup sugar, divided

• ½ teaspoon kosher salt

• 6 egg yolks

• 1 cup egg whites (from about 8 eggs)

• ⅔ cup flour

• 3 Granny Smith apples, peeled and sliced into ⅓-
inch wedges

1. Preheat oven to 325°F. Grease an 9-inch 
springform pan with butter, line the bottom with a 
circle of parchment paper, and butter the 
parchment.

2. In the bowl of a food processor, pulse almond 
paste, ½ cup of sugar, and salt until uniformly 
sandy, about 30 pulses.

3. Add the yolks and process until thick and smooth, 
about 30 seconds, scraping down the bowl 
halfway through.

4. In a medium separate bowl, whisk together egg 
whites and remaining ½ cup of sugar until 
incorporated but not peaked: The mixture should 

be fairly frothy but shouldn’t hold any shape. 
Gently whisk in flour.

5. Add egg white mixture to the food processor and 
process for 10 seconds. Scrape down the bowl and 
process for about 5 seconds more until you have a 
smooth batter.

6. Pour batter into prepared pan and arrange apple 
slices on top.

7. Bake 60–70 minutes, until toothpick comes out 
clean*. (See note below.) Run a knife around the 
side of the pan to loosen the cake, then cool in 
pan 10 minutes. Transfer to a wire rack to cool 
completely.

Editor’s Note: When senior food writer Liza Schoenfein
made this cake, the toothpick didn’t come out clean, 
even after 10–15 extra minutes, and the cake ended up 
over baked. She recommends sticking to the 60–70 
minute timeframe, taking the cake out when the edges 
are browning and pulling away from the pan.

Do-ahead: Cake can be made 5 days ahead. Cover 
with foil and store in the refrigerator.

Liza Schoenfein is senior food writer at The Forward. 
Follow her on Instagram @LifeDeathDinner
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