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 Opinion 

 Tennessee’s new anti-drag laws 
 would make Purim celebrations illegal 
 By Mordechai Levovitz 

 This  Purim  as  every  Purim,  Jews  around  the 
 world  gathered  in  costumes  and  masks  to 
 recite  and  parody  the  story  of  Esther.  The 
 Purim  spiel  is  very  much  the  original  Drag 
 Story  Hour,  where  cross-dressing  as  Esther, 
 Vashti,  Mordecai  or  Haman  is  a  favorite  part 
 of  the  celebration  for  adults  and  children 
 alike.  Great  rabbinic  minds  throughout  the 
 ages  have  defined  this  practice  not  as  a 
 biblical  transgression  but  as  an  integral  part 
 of the holiday. 

 Last  week,  the  great  minds  of  the 
 Tennessee  legislature  took  steps  to  outlaw 
 this Jewish cultural tradition. 

 A  bill  signed  into  law  there  makes  it  illegal  to 
 stage  “adult  cabaret”  anywhere  a  child 
 might  encounter  it.  Like,  for  example,  at  any 
 Jewish  community  center  Purim  spiel  or 
 carnival  where  some  might  choose  to 
 portray  characters  of  a  different  gender  and, 
 especially,  at  The  Vashti  Ball,  New  York’s 
 largest  queer  Purim  party,  which  features 
 drag  and  welcomes  children  and  teens  in  a 
 non-alcoholic section. 

 Time  magazine  says  11  more  states  are 
 poised  to  follow  Tennessee’s  lead  by  the 
 end  of  the  year.  They  reflect  the  growing 
 right-wing  movement  that  has  staged 

 protests,  often  violent,  outside  Drag  Queen 
 Story  Hour  events,  fueled  in  part  by 
 conservative pundits including Ben Shapiro. 

 I  shudder  to  imagine  what  will  happen  next 
 Purim  in  Tennessee  or  any  of  these  other 
 states  when  Jewish  men  dressed  as  Esther 
 and  Vashti  read  the  megillah  at  a  family 
 service.  Will  their  synagogues  be  raided  by 
 police?  Will  any  adult  dressed  as  a 
 character  different  from  their  biological  sex 
 be  arrested?  Will  all  Purim  festivities  that 
 include  children  be  shut  down  by  the 
 government? 

 Are  we  literally  inviting  a  modern-day 
 decree  against  Jews,  the  likes  of  which 
 Haman  himself  tried  (and  failed)  to  do  back 
 in Shushan, Persia, in 357 B.C.E.? 

 Any  Jew  who  isn’t  haunted  by  these 
 questions  is  either  not  paying  attention  or 
 deluding  themselves  with  the  fantasy  that 
 gentiles  would  never  dare  to  use  these  laws 
 against  us.  They  have,  they  are  and  they 
 will. 

 State  laws  that  were  originally  passed  to 
 allow  Christian  adoption  agencies  to  deny 
 adoptions  to  gay  people  have  been  used  to 
 deny  adoptions  to  Jews.  The  same 
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 arguments  that  Yeshiva  University  is  using 
 to  deny  queer  students  a  club  on  campus 
 are  being  used  to  try  to  deny  Jewish 
 students  at  progressive  colleges  the  right  to 
 have Jewish clubs that support Israel. 

 Laws  in  other  countries  that  prevent  parents 
 from  approving  body  modification  for  trans 
 children  are  inspiring  the  growing  movement 
 to outlaw circumcision of male children. 

 Laws  that  seek  to  curtail  queer  rights  (or  the 
 rights  of  any  minority  group)  inevitably  are 
 used  against  the  Jews.  So  it  is  and  so  it  has 
 always  been.  The  question  is:  Why  aren’t 
 Jewish  leaders  able  to  see  this  threat  before 
 it’s  too  late?  Where  is  the  blind  spot  that 
 allows  so  many  right-wing  Jews  and  talking 
 heads  like  Ben  Shapiro  to  fail  to  see  just 
 how  easy  it  is  to  turn  their  advocated 
 policies right back against them? 

 Somewhere  along  the  line,  the  culture  wars 
 have  infiltrated  Jewish  circles.  It  may  be 
 more  accurate  to  describe  some  sects  of 
 Jews  as  practicing  Fox  News  Judaism 
 rather  than  Orthodox.  For  it  is  not  about 
 stricter  adherence  to  Jewish  law,  but  closer 
 alignment  with  the  talking  points  of  the 
 political and cultural right. 

 Nowhere  is  this  more  evident  than  in  the 
 preoccupation  with  queer  people  and  queer 
 culture.  Shapiro  recently  published  an 
 article  accusing  Modern  Orthodoxy  of  moral 
 failure  because  many  of  their  synagogues 
 have  become  more  welcoming  to  LGBTQ+ 
 people. 

 The  religious  laws  themselves  seem  to 
 disappear  under  a  cloud  of  political  heat. 
 The  fact  is  that  gay  men  with  accepting 

 families  are  less,  not  more,  likely  to  exhibit 
 sexual  compulsivity.  And  while  only  male 
 anal  sex  is  specifically  proscribed  in  the 
 Bible,  this  prohibition  is  exploited  as  a 
 cudgel  to  shape  much  broader  policies 
 pertaining  to  queer  youth,  women,  asexuals, 
 trans  and  nonbinary  folk  for  whom  this 
 sexual  behavior  is  either  not  applicable  or 
 completely  irrelevant.  Figures  like  Shapiro 
 promote  the  libel  that  queer  people  “groom” 
 children,  sexualizing  LGBTQ+  youth 
 themselves  by  framing  their  identity  solely  in 
 terms of their sexual behavior. 

 This  is  the  same  warped  thinking  that 
 informs  the  legislation  in  Tennessee  and 
 other  states  and  the  movement  against 
 Drag  Queen  Story  Hour  in  general.  The  idea 
 that  children  seeing  adults  cross-dressing, 
 on  Purim  or  any  other  time,  is  going  to  lead 
 to  illicit  sexual  behavior  is  ludicrous  and 
 insulting. 

 Even  more  absurd  is  Shapiro’s  fabricated 
 notion  that  it  is  LGBTQ+  identity  that 
 Judaism  forbids.  Any  Yeshiva  graduate 
 knows  that  Jewish  law  intentionally  leaves 
 identity  to  the  individual:  We  are  free  to 
 name  our  children  anything  we  choose,  and 
 to  change  our  own  names  at  will.  There  are 
 no  Jewish  laws  about  what  names  to  call 
 the  community  one  comes  from,  or  the 
 name  of  a  synagogue,  school  or  youth 
 group.  The  world  of  identity  is  not  something 
 subject  to  Jewish  law,  because  it,  in 
 essence, has no criteria or limiting factors. 

 The  fact  that  queer  identity  (or  last  names 
 for  that  matter)  do  not  exist  in  Jewish  law 
 does  not  mean  that  Judaism  rejects  or 
 outlaws  them.  On  the  contrary,  it  means  that 
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 it  makes  no  sense  to  forbid  identities  in 
 halacha.  Jewish  law  only  applies  to  things 
 with  objective  criteria  and  limiting  factors. 
 Identity  is  completely  subjective,  personal, 
 and infinite. 

 The  only  halachically  relevant  aspect  to 
 some  queer  lives  are  the  specifics  of  their 
 private  sexual  behavior;  behaviors  that  they 
 are  not  sharing  with  anyone  by  having  pride 
 in  queer  identity  —  or,  certainly, 
 cross-dressing on Purim. 

 Occam’s  razor  tells  us  that  it  is  far  more 
 likely  that  opposition  to  a  queer  students 
 club  at  YU  or  to  Drag  Queen  Story  Hour 
 have  less  to  do  with  Jewish  law,  and  more 
 to  do  with  personal  discomfort,  insecurity, 
 and  yes,  prejudice  toward  people  not  like 
 ourselves.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  indulging 
 one’s  prejudices  only  emboldens  others  to 
 enact theirs? 

 We  know  both  from  research  and  from 
 history  that  one  of  the  most  prevalent  and 
 pernicious  prejudices  that  people  have  is 
 against  Jews.  In  fact,  this  is  basically  the 
 story of Purim. 

 Jews  have  been  dressing  in  drag  as  they 
 retell  this  story  to  their  children  for 
 generations.  Drag  is  a  tool  like  anything 
 else;  it  can  be  used  for  good  and  for  bad.  It 
 is  particularly  hypocritical  for  people  to  feign 
 outrage  at  a  drag  queen  in  a  low-cut  dress 
 or  revealing  top  while  feeling  nostalgic  for 
 children’s  superheroes  scantily  costumed  in 
 actual fetish gear. 

 Drag  is,  essentially,  a  subversive  form  of 
 performance  commentary,  not  a  means  to 
 arouse  the  flesh.  Queer  people  have 

 cultivated  and  perfected  drag  into  an  art 
 form  that  brings  joy  to  millions.  It  is  one  of 
 the  oldest  forms  of  Jewish  entertainment, 
 even  mentioned  in  the  Talmud  as  a  way  that 
 wedding  guests  would  bring  happiness  to 
 the bride and groom. 

 On  Purim,  drag  takes  on  special 
 significance,  because  it  manifests  the 
 megillah’s  theme  of  ve-nehaphech  hu  — 
 turning  things  on  their  head.  Up  is  down, 
 bad  is  good  —  and  woman  is  man.  It’s  why 
 calling  a  party  “The  Vashti  Ball”  is  in  line 
 with the spirit of the day. 

 Costumed  megillah  readings  and  Purim 
 spiels,  including  last  night’s  Vashti  Ball,  are 
 precursors  to  the  modern-day  Drag  Queen 
 Story  Hour.  One  might  even  say  Purim 
 celebrations  were  the  original  Drag  Queen 
 Story Hour. 

 It  is  because  of  our  Jewish  values,  not 
 despite  them,  that  we  include  children  and 
 teens  in  this  tradition.  Bans  on  Drag  Queen 
 Story Hours are attacks on Purim itself. 

 But  if  the  Purim  story  teaches  us  anything, 
 it’s that Jews know how to fight back. 
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 News 

 What do you do when neo-Nazis 
 start projecting swastikas across 

 your city? 
 By Arno Rosenfeld 

 When  thousands  of  college  football  fans 
 flocked  to  Jacksonville  for  an  annual  rivalry 
 game  between  Florida  and  Georgia  on 
 Halloween  weekend,  they  saw  an 
 unprecedented  series  of  antisemitic 
 displays.  That  Friday,  a  group  of  men  stood 
 on  a  freeway  overpass  with  painted 
 banners.  “Honk  if  you  know  it’s  the  Jews,” 
 one read. 

 That  same  night,  an  identical  message 
 appeared  scrolling  across  a  Wells  Fargo 
 skyscraper  and  the  Lynch  Building,  a 
 historic apartment tower, both downtown. 

 White  supremacists  had  unfurled  banners 
 like  that  before,  but  what  came  next  was 
 new.  As  the  sold  out  crowd  at  TIAA  Bank 
 Field  started  to  stream  out  of  the  stadium  on 
 Saturday,  they  were  greeted  by  a  message 
 more  than  10  feet  high  and  roughly  the 
 length  of  a  billboard,  projected  with  lasers 
 onto  the  back  of  the  structure.  “Kanye  is 
 right  about  the  Jews,”  read  the  flickering, 
 handwritten script. 

 Jacksonville  quickly  became  the  epicenter 
 of  antisemitic  projections  on  buildings.  “Tom 
 Brady  got  Jew’d”  appeared  on  a  parking 

 garage  the  following  month.  In  December, 
 projections  showed  up  on  a  downtown 
 bridge  and  on  a  former  navy  ship  docked  in 
 the  St.  Johns  River.  A  towering  symbol  that 
 combined  a  swastika  and  cross  was 
 projected  in  January  onto  the  headquarters 
 of  the  railroad  company  CSX,  one  of 
 Jacksonville’s largest employers. 

 While  the  most  dramatic  incidents  made 
 national  headlines,  the  Anti-Defamation 
 League  tracked  more  that  escaped 
 coverage.  It  found  at  least  seven  such 
 events  in  and  around  Jacksonville  —  and 
 three  more  elsewhere  in  Florida  —  starting 
 on  Oct.  29  and  running  through  January, 
 when  the  city  council  outlawed  them, 
 according  to  data  shared  with  the  Forward. 
 But  the  laser  projections  have  since  spread 
 throughout  Florida.  In  recent  weeks,  officials 
 from  Palm  Beach  to  Daytona,  where 
 spectators  at  the  International  Speedway  in 
 late  February  were  greeted  with  an 
 antisemitic  projection,  have  discussed  how 
 to stop the offensive displays. 

 It’s  a  new  tactic  spearheaded  by  the  Goyim 
 Defense  League,  the  white  supremacist 
 group  that  has  spent  the  last  few  years 
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 demonstrating  on  overpasses  and 
 encouraging  followers  to  plaster 
 neighborhoods  across  the  country  with 
 antisemitic  flyers.  The  group’s  leader,  John 
 Minadeo,  moved  from  California  to  Florida 
 last  fall.  The  projections  also  seemed  to 
 earn  GDL  and  NatSoc  Florida,  a  local 
 neo-Nazi  group  that  partnered  with 
 Minadeo,  more  publicity  than  previous 
 stunts. 

 The  stadium  incident  was  covered  on 
 national  television.  Other  images  of  the 
 projections  received  media  attention  and 
 circulated  widely  on  social  media  as 
 shocking  examples  of  public  antisemitism. 
 The  projection  phenomenon  has  even 
 spread  to  Europe,  where  an  offensive 
 message  appeared  on  the  Anne  Frank 
 House in Amsterdam in February. 

 “They’re  controlling  the  narrative,”  said 
 Mariam  Feist,  chief  of  the  Jewish  Federation 
 and Foundation of Northeast Florida. 

 Local  Jews  were  alarmed  by  the  projections 
 in  Jacksonville,  while  city  leaders  worried 
 about  the  city’s  reputation.  “I  wasn’t  on  CNN 
 because  they  were  talking  about  how 
 wonderful  Jacksonville  is  —  and  it  is 
 angering  the  business  community,  it  is 
 angering the civic leadership,” Feist added. 

 The  last  thing  local  leaders  wanted  was  to 
 become  known  as  a  city  that  was  friendly  to 
 Nazis,  and  they  rallied  to  rehabilitate 
 Jacksonville’s  reputation  and  put  an  end  to 
 the  graphic  displays.  The  city  council  made 
 it  illegal  to  project  images  on  a  building 
 without  the  owner’s  permission  in  late 
 January,  which  has  stopped  the  local 
 activity  for  now,  and  the  federation  is  doling 
 out  grants  to  improve  tolerance  in  the 

 community.  But  the  stunts  left  a  gnawing 
 question  for  Jacksonville’s  tight-knit  Jewish 
 community:  Was  it  just  bad  luck  that  white 
 supremacists  had  picked  their  city  as 
 proving  ground  for  their  new  technology,  or 
 evidence  of  a  deep  antisemitic  vein  in  the 
 region? 

 David  Miller,  a  major  civic  booster,  said  he 
 doesn’t  think  the  city  is  a  particularly 
 antisemitic  place.  “It’s  no  more  in 
 Jacksonville  than  it  is  anywhere  else,”  said 
 Miller.  On  the  other  hand,  he  acknowledged, 
 “They  chose  Jacksonville  as  the  ripest  place 
 to  organize  and  begin  their  campaign  of 
 hate.” 

 Jacksonville’s  Jews  have  been  left 
 wondering  how  to  best  respond  to 
 antisemitism in their midst. 

 ‘I don’t get nervous everyday’ 

 Fast-growing  Jacksonville,  which  proudly 
 calls  itself  the  “Bold  New  City  of  the  South,” 
 sits  in  the  northeast  corner  of  a  state  with  a 
 high concentration of antisemitic groups. 

 An  ADL  report  released  last  fall  found  that 
 “Florida  is  home  to  an  extensive, 
 interconnected  network  of  white 
 supremacists,”  including  the  Goyim  Defense 
 League  and  NatSoc  Florida.  The  state 
 ranked  third  among  all  states  in  the  number 
 of  antisemitic  incidents  perpetrated  by  white 
 supremacists  since  2002,  according  to  an 
 analysis  of  ADL  data  by  the  Forward.  The 
 ADL  counted  182  of  those  events  in  Florida, 
 about 9% of all incidents in the country. 

 But  the  antisemitic  projections  seem  to  have 
 had  a  limited  impact  on  the  daily  lives  of 
 Jacksonville’s  Jewish  population,  which 
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 various  estimates  place  between  10,000 
 and  15,000.  Feist,  the  federation  chief, 
 emphasized  that  the  Jews  of  Jacksonville 
 don’t  feel  besieged  by  the  local  white 
 supremacist activity. 

 “It’s  a  great  place  to  live,”  she  said.  “I  don’t 
 get  nervous  everyday  when  I  leave  my 
 house and get into my car.” 

 Rabbi  Maya  Glasser,  who  leads 
 Congregation  Ahavath  Chesed,  the  local 
 Reform  synagogue,  said  that  after  the  first 
 incident  last  October,  some  families  had 
 expressed  concerns  about  whether  it  was 
 safe  to  send  their  children  to  Hebrew 
 school. 

 The  answer,  Glasser  said,  was  yes.  Security 
 officials  had  reassured  Jewish  leaders  in  the 
 region that there was no imminent threat. 

 “The  advice  is  that  people  can  project  things 
 all  they  want,  but  they  didn’t  see  a  threat  in 
 terms  of  crossing  a  line  and  causing 
 physical  harm  to  Jewish  institutions,”  she 
 said. 

 Ben  Popp,  a  researcher  at  the  ADL  Center 
 on  Extremism  who  authored  the  report  on 
 Florida,  said  the  total  number  of  white 
 supremacists  who  participate  in  antisemitic 
 demonstrations  is  relatively  small.  The  hate 
 groups  often  join  forces  to  boost  turnout  for 
 events,  and  even  then  20  people  is 
 considered  “a  really  big  event,”  Popp  said  in 
 an interview. 

 The  strategy  of  projecting  messages  onto 
 buildings  with  lasers  was  popularized  by 
 progressive  activists  during  the  Trump 
 administration,  who  cast  slogans  and 
 images  onto  the  president’s  hotel  in 

 Washington,  D.C.,  among  other  targets.  The 
 white  supremacist  projections  require  more 
 resources  than  dropping  cloth  banners  on 
 freeway  overpasses,  or  tossing  printed 
 sheets  of  paper  into  front  yards.  Popp 
 estimated  there  was  an  upfront  cost  of  a 
 couple  thousand  dollars  in  equipment,  along 
 with  a  bit  of  technical  knowledge,  but  said  it 
 was  simple  enough  that  the  tactic  could 
 easily spread to new locations. 

 None  of  the  projections  have  been  on 
 buildings  that  house  Jewish  institutions,  or 
 reference  anything  specific  to  Jacksonville’s 
 Jews,  which  Popp  said  he  believed  was  an 
 intentional  decision  to  avoid  anything  that 
 could  be  considered  targeted  harassment 
 and  expose  the  perpetrators  to  criminal 
 charges.  That  makes  the  threat  less  direct 
 than  several  decades  ago,  when 
 Jacksonville’s  Jewish  community  last  found 
 itself  in  white  supremacist  crossfires:  In 
 1958,  an  organization  calling  itself  the 
 “Confederate  Union”  took  responsibility  for 
 bombing  the  Jacksonville  Jewish  Center 
 and  declared  that  they  would  kill  Jews  living 
 in the region. 

 More  confident  in  their  immediate  safety, 
 much  of  the  Jewish  community’s  response 
 has  been  focused  on  initiatives  designed  to 
 stave off problems in the future. 

 Miller,  who  founded  Brightway  Insurance 
 with  his  brother  Michael,  donated  $1  million 
 in  November  to  create  a  fund  for  combating 
 antisemitism  and  other  forms  of  hate  in 
 Jacksonville.  Local  companies,  including 
 CSX,  the  Jacksonville  Jaguars  football 
 team,  and  Florida  Blue,  a  health  insurance 
 company,  have  made  additional 
 contributions,  bringing  the  account’s  total 
 balance to $1.7 million. 
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 Feist  said  a  committee  is  still  determining 
 how  all  the  money  will  be  spent,  but  some  of 
 it  is  already  going  to  two  long-standing 
 priorities  for  the  federation:  hiring  a  security 
 director  to  support  local  Jewish  institutions 
 and  creating  a  community  relations  council, 
 which  could  make  it  easier  to  communicate 
 with  local  officials  about  antisemitism.  More 
 than  80%  of  federations  in  North  America 
 have  one  of  these  councils,  which  serve  as 
 the  political  advocacy  arm  of  the 
 organization  Jewish  community,  and  Feist  is 
 eager to add Jacksonville to that list. 

 (The  federation  is  also  donating  some  of  the 
 new  fund  to  OneJax,  a  local  nonprofit  that 
 promotes  diversity  and  tries  to  build 
 relationships  across  religious,  ethnic  and 
 cultural lines in Jacksonville.) 

 Feist  has  struggled  with  the  question  of 
 whether  the  projections  and  a  handful  of 
 previous  incidents  of  antisemitism  in  the 
 region  are  isolated.  “There  are  one-offs 
 everywhere,” she said. 

 But  at  the  same  time,  the  community  hasn’t 
 had  any  formal  infrastructure  to  track  or 
 respond  to  antisemitism,  leaving  local  Jews 
 with little more than personal anecdotes. 

 “They  didn’t  have  a  community  security 
 department  to  email  or  call,  they  didn’t  have 
 a  JCRC  to  email  or  call,”  she  said.  “A  rabbi 
 might  hear  it  here,  a  neighbor  hears  it  there, 
 but we don’t have the real documentation.” 

 What the rabbi hears 

 The  Sunshine  State  has  seen  its  Jewish 
 population  grow  in  recent  years,  and  while 
 many  new  arrivals  settle  in  South  Florida, 
 Jacksonville  has  been  named  an  “emerging 

 community”  by  the  Orthodox  Union.  The 
 Tikvah  Fund,  a  conservative  Jewish  think 
 tank,  invited  Ron  DeSantis,  the  state’s 
 governor  and  a  Jacksonville  native,  to 
 discuss  the  “vibrancy  of  Jewish  life  in 
 Florida” at its annual conference last year. 

 Still,  especially  in  northeast  Florida,  things 
 are  different  than  in  parts  of  the  country  with 
 larger  Jewish  populations.  Glasser,  the 
 Reform  rabbi,  moved  to  Jacksonville  from 
 the  New  York  area  two  years  ago  and  said 
 she  was  warned  to  brace  for  an  onslaught 
 of antisemitism. 

 “When  I  moved  here,  I  had  people  say, 
 ‘Don’t  tell  anyone  you’re  a  rabbi,  don’t  put 
 up  a  mezuzah,’”  she  recalled.  But  Glasser 
 didn’t  want  to  hide  her  Judaism,  so  she 
 regularly  mentions  her  role  as  a  rabbi  and 
 has  never  encountered  hostile  reactions  — 
 just curiosity, and sometimes ignorance. 

 “Having  conversations  about  Judaism  is 
 really  different  here,”  she  said.  “More 
 education  needs  to  be  done  in  Jacksonville 
 than in New York and New Jersey.” 

 That  has  created  a  tight-knit  Jewish 
 community,  Glasser  said,  and  the  handful  of 
 local  rabbis  —  Jacksonville  has  four 
 synagogues  and  two  Chabads  —  help  do 
 this  education,  including  through  interfaith 
 work.  But  much  of  the  burden  for  teaching 
 Jacksonvillians about Judaism falls on kids. 

 Feist  said  she  fields  complaints  about 
 antisemitic  bullying  in  the  city’s  schools.  In 
 an  especially  egregious  incident  in  2019, 
 someone  sent  a  Jewish  student 
 “provocative  pictures”  of  two  female 
 students  whose  bodies  were  covered  in 
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 swastikas  and  antisemitic  slurs,  according 
 to local media reports. 

 Alyce  Bessman,  a  Jewish  senior  at 
 Creekside  High  School  in  Jacksonville,  said 
 the  swastika  scandal  was  the  first  time  she 
 noticed  antisemitism  in  the  city.  The 
 following  year,  a  swastika  was  painted  on 
 the  door  to  her  school  auditorium.  In 
 another  incident,  she  recalled  being  taunted 
 by  a  group  of  students  after  they  noticed 
 someone  in  the  group  she  was  with  wearing 
 a Star of David necklace. 

 Bessman  said  that  to  her  Jacksonville  feels 
 split  between  people  who  are  interested  in 
 other  cultures  and  beliefs,  and  those  who 
 aren’t.  Many  students  will  ask  her  genuine 
 questions  about  Judaism,  and  she  invites 
 friends  over  for  a  Hanukkah  party  every 
 year.  But  she  also  hears  jokes  about  the 
 Holocaust  and  people  making  light  of 
 antisemitism. 

 “Some  people  I’ve  encountered  are  just  very 
 set  in  their  ways  and  just  don’t  want  to 
 interact  at  all,  and  that  can  lead  to 
 antisemitism  out  of  just  pure  ignorance,”  she 
 said. 

 Adults  in  the  community  acknowledge  these 
 issues,  but  also  note  that  it’s  better  than  it 
 used  to  be.  Miller,  the  businessman  and 
 philanthropist,  loves  Jacksonville.  He  built 
 his  company  in  the  city,  lives  down  the 
 street  from  his  brother  and  was  sad  to  see  it 
 maligned  on  national  television  over  the 
 swastika projections. 

 “Those  of  us  who  grew  up  in  Jacksonville 
 know  it  as  a  very  loving  and  supportive 
 community,” he said. 

 Still,  Miller  can  recall  going  to  concerts  as  a 
 teenager  where  Christians  would  try  to 
 convert  him  and  tell  him  he  was  going  to 
 hell.  There  was  also  a  local  country  club 
 that  refused  to  admit  Jews,  and  cotillions 
 and  debutante  balls  —  staples  of  Southern 
 high  society  —  to  which  the  Jewish  kids 
 were  never  invited.  And  he  can  never  forget 
 the  girl  in  eighth  grade  who  yelled  that  he 
 was  a  “dirty,  terrible  Jew”  in  the  middle  of 
 school. 

 “Literally  screaming,”  he  said.  “I  was  just 
 like,  ‘Oh  my  god,’  you  know?  It  was  an 
 out-of-body experience.” 

 Those  more  explicit  forms  of  antisemitism 
 have largely fallen by the wayside. 

 “Jacksonville’s  come  a  long  way,”  said 
 Susan  Datz  Edelman,  an  active  member  of 
 Congregation  Ahavath  Chesed,  who  grew 
 up  nearby  and  has  spent  most  of  her  life  in 
 the  city.  “But  there’s  part  of  it  that’s  very 
 provincial.” 

 Edelman,  67,  said  the  recent  antisemitic 
 projections  on  downtown  buildings  felt  more 
 sinister  than  the  occasional  offensive 
 comment  by  someone  who  didn’t  know 
 better.  The  stunts  have  unsettled  her 
 because  the  threat  is  so  unclear.  The 
 projections  have  literally  magnified  a  vicious 
 kind  of  hate  toward  Jews,  but  Edelman  said 
 she’s  not  sure  if  it’s  just  a  couple  loners  who 
 are  responsible  or  an  organized  group  that 
 poses a deeper threat to the community. 

 “You  can’t  react  proportionally,”  she  said. 
 “What is it that’s out there?” 
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 Theater 

 ‘She felt so real to me’: Four young 
 actors on how playing Anne Frank 

 changed their lives 
 By Adam Langer 

 The  Educational  Theatre  Association  keeps 
 records  of  the  most-performed  plays  in  high 
 schools  across  the  United  States.  A 
 Midsummer  Night’s  Dream  shows  up  a  lot  of 
 the  time.  So  do  Our  Town,  Clue  and  Almost, 
 Maine.  And,  after  The  Diary  of  Anne  Frank 
 premiered  on  Broadway  in  1955  and  toured 
 the  country  in  the  late  1950s,  it  was  one  of 
 the top shows for five decades. 

 Even  now,  as  I  write  this,  teenagers  are 
 building  annexes,  practicing  dialogue  and 
 putting  on  costumes  to  play  the  Frank  and 
 Van  Daan  families.  The  Diary  of  Anne  Frank 
 played  in  Zionsville,  Indiana,  in  January  and 
 February;  a  production  is  being  staged  this 
 month  in  Jackson,  Tennessee.  This  spring, 
 it  will  open  in  Long  Beach,  California,  and 
 Holmdel, New Jersey. 

 And  Indiana  University  will  premiere  a  new 
 opera  about  Anne  Frank  this  Friday,  with 
 music  by  the  Pulitzer  Prize-winning 
 composer Shulamit Ran. 

 Most  of  our  podcast  Playing  Anne  Frank 
 has  focused  on  the  history  of  the  play  — 
 how  it  got  to  Broadway  and  Hollywood,  how 
 it  became  an  early  form  of  Holocaust 
 education  in  schools.  But  I’m  also  interested 
 in  the  ways  the  story  continues  to  intrigue 
 and  impact  young  people  in  America.  So, 
 for  “A  Multitude  of  Annes,”  the  seventh  and 

 final  episode  of  the  podcast,  I  talked  to  four 
 teenage  actors  about  what  playing  the  title 
 role  meant  to  them  and  what  they  think  it 
 might mean to them in the future. 

 “Before  being  in  the  show,  a  lot  of  the 
 history  that  I  read  was  from  books,  and  it 
 seemed  so  far  from  now,  and  the  world  back 
 then  seemed  so  different  that  it  never  really 
 felt  quite  real,”  Simone  Jolly  told  me.  She 
 played  Anne  last  spring  at  the  Lakewood 
 Playhouse  in  Tacoma,  Washington.  “Being 
 in  the  show  –  it  kind  of  changed  the  way 
 that  I  thought  about  history.  And  also  the 
 world.” 

 Avery  Columbus  played  Anne  at  City  on  a 
 Hill  Arts  in  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts, 
 around the same time. 

 “My  biggest  takeaway  is  just  to  be  grateful 
 for  certain  things,”  she  said.  “I  guess  that 
 gratitude  for  me  is  for  being  able  to  do  the 
 things  that  I  love  and  to  be  outside  and 
 enjoy  the  simple  things  that  she  really  just 
 couldn’t and that were taken away from her. 

 “I  go  through  some  days  and  I’ll  catch 
 myself  thinking  about  lines  from  the  play  just 
 because  of  things  that  are  happening  in  my 
 life,”  Avery  added.  “I’ll  be  like,  ‘Wow,  this 
 really relates to her.’” 
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 “I  tried  not  to  bring  too  much  of  myself  into 
 the  role  because  it  didn’t  really  feel  right,” 
 said  Mia  Patronas,  who  played  Anne  at  the 
 Duluth  Playhouse  in  Minnesota  in  May 
 2022.  “There  just  really  isn’t  anything  you 
 can compare to what she experienced.” 

 She  continued:  “There’s  a  monologue 
 where  she’s  talking  about  her  friend 
 Hanneli,  and  how  she  was  thinking  about 
 how  her  fate  could  have  been  ending  up  in 
 concentration  camps.  She’s  like,  ‘I  just  can’t 
 imagine  what  it  would  be  like  if  we  ended  up 
 in  those  concentration  camps.’  I  think  that 
 monologue  was  the  hardest  part  of  the 
 show  because  you’re  thinking  ‘What’s  next? 
 Next is when they’re being taken away.’” 

 “We  definitely  share  a  lot  of  the  same 
 personality  traits,”  Reagan  Mulvey  told  me. 
 She  played  Anne  Frank  at  the  HART 
 Theatre  in  Waynesville,  North  Carolina,  in 
 September  2021.  “I’m  a  little  bit  fiery  myself, 
 so I could connect to that side of her. 

 “It  was  a  really  heavy  role  to  take  on.  And  I 
 did  really  hold  that  responsibility  of  trying  to 
 do  her  right.  It’s  a  really  big  responsibility  to 
 portray  her  the  way  that  she  was.  She  was 
 an  amazing  person,  so  you  don’t  want  to 
 mess  it  up.  It  feels  like  a  really,  really  big 
 responsibility.  I  really  did  hold  her  really 
 close to my heart.” 

 Over  the  course  of  our  conversations,  each 
 of  these  young  women  told  me  that  playing 
 Anne  Frank  was,  on  some  level,  a 
 life-changing  experience,  one  that  taught 
 them  about  history  in  a  new  way  and  made 
 that  story  come  alive  for  them  and  for  the 
 people who saw it. 

 “We  would  all  be  in  our  dressing  rooms  at 
 the  end  of  the  show,”  said  Mia,  the  Anne 
 from  Minnesota.  “The  ending  is  a 
 monologue  by  Otto  Frank,  but  there  were 
 sound  monitors  so  we  could  hear  everything 
 that  was  going  on  upstairs.  And  so  he  would 

 end  his  monologue,  the  lights  would  go 
 down,  and  there  was  just  the  most 
 indescribable  silence.  It  was  just  so  weird.  I 
 can’t  even  imagine  how  it  felt  for  an 
 audience member.” 

 “The  end  of  the  show  was  so  hard  for  me,” 
 echoed  Reagan,  the  Anne  from  North 
 Carolina.  “I  remember  quite  a  few  nights 
 coming  off  the  stage  hyperventilating, 
 because  that  was  such  an  intense  scene.  I 
 would  go  backstage  and  kind  of  recuperate 
 while Otto was doing his final monologue. 

 “And  at  the  end,  there  would  always  be  that 
 awkward  silence  with  the  audience;  they 
 weren’t  quite  sure  how  to  react.  You  almost 
 feel  like  the  audience  expects  you  to  come 
 out  and  be  super  grateful  with  that  huge 
 smile  on  your  face.  But  I  felt  so  solemn 
 afterwards.” 

 It’s  too  early  to  tell  how  this  experience  will 
 affect  these  actors  in  the  long  run  —  three 
 of  them  aren’t  through  with  high  school  yet; 
 one  just  started  college.  But  they  all  told  me 
 that  the  show  made  them  think  hard  about 
 their  life  choices,  including  what  careers 
 they might pursue. 

 One  was  considering  journalism,  another 
 talked  about  medicine.  And,  like  the 
 thousands  upon  thousands  of  actors  who’ve 
 told  this  story  on  stage  or  will  tell  it  in  the 
 future,  they’ll  undoubtedly  remember  the 
 words  of  a  girl  hidden  away  in  an  annex  in 
 Amsterdam  who  believed,  in  spite  of 
 everything,  that  people  are  really  good  at 
 heart. 

 “She  was  a  really  hard  character  to  play 
 because  she  felt  so  real  to  me,”  said 
 Simone,  who  played  Anne  in  Tacoma.  “But 
 when  the  show  was  over,  I  never  felt 
 relieved  that  it  was  done.  I  loved  being  that 
 character and being able to tell that story.” 
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 Cats 

 This Orthodox New Yorker feeds 
 more cats than you 

 By Irene Katz Connelly 

 Gregory  Kaplun  had  just  one  question 
 before  we  crept  into  the  backyard  of  the 
 White  House:  “Are  they  going  to  throw 
 stones at us?” 

 Lana  shrugged;  she  didn’t  know.  It  was 
 early  on  a  frigid  November  morning  and  no 
 one  seemed  to  be  watching,  so  we  decided 
 to  risk  it.  Kaplun,  a  trim,  gray-bearded  man 
 with  a  slight  Russian  accent  and  a  yarmulke 
 peeking  out  from  a  baseball  cap 
 emblazoned  with  the  words  “Support  Animal 
 Rescue,”  lifted  the  latch  and  silently  eased 
 open the iron gate. 

 We  scurried  up  the  White  House’s  brick 
 path  to  a  weedy,  overgrown  side  yard.  Just 
 visible  under  the  bushes  were  a  few 
 styrofoam  boxes  covered  in  heavy-duty 
 trash  bags.  They  looked  like  rubbish,  but 
 until  summer  2022  they  had  been 
 comfortable  homes  for  a  colony  of  feral 
 cats.  After  inspecting  the  yard,  Kaplun 
 decided  we  should  make  a  quick  getaway 
 before anyone detected our presence. 

 As  you  may  have  guessed,  the  White 
 House  in  question  is  not  the  heavily 
 guarded  home  of  the  president  of  the  United 
 States  but  a  humble  building  in  Canarsie, 
 notable  only  for  the  ongoing  feud  between 

 its  inhabitants  and  the  cat  rescuers  who 
 want to make use of the premises. 

 Since  2014,  with  the  blessing  of  the 
 building’s  previous  owner,  Lana  had  been 
 maintaining  a  colony  of  feral  cats  in  the 
 yard:  Feeding  them  daily,  taking  them  to  get 
 vaccinated  and  neutered,  and  setting  up 
 styrofoam  shelters  filled  with  straw  to  keep 
 them  warm  in  the  winter.  (Lana  asked  to  be 
 identified  by  only  her  first  name  to  protect 
 the  privacy  for  her  cat-feeding  operations.) 
 When  the  building  changed  hands,  the  new 
 tenants  weren’t  thrilled  with  the  prospect  of 
 hosting  a  cat  colony.  While,  to  date,  no  one 
 has  thrown  stones  at  Lana,  the  new  tenants 
 have  communicated  in  no  uncertain  terms 
 that she needs to find the cats a new home. 

 But  such  a  relocation  is  easier  demanded 
 than  accomplished.  Once  we  were  safely 
 ensconced  in  his  sedan,  Kaplun  explained 
 that  even  feral  cats  can’t  survive  when 
 suddenly  dropped  in  an  unfamiliar 
 environment.  Moreover,  it’s  illegal  to  simply 
 dump  unwanted  cats  on  someone  else’s 
 block,  to  become  someone  else’s  problem. 
 Lana  has  removed  most  of  the  colony’s  12 
 cats  and  raised  funds  to  send  them  to  a  cat 
 sanctuary  in  Maryland.  Still,  she  continues 
 to  place  food  around  the  White  House,  in 
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 case  any  felines  are  still  visiting  in  search  of 
 sustenance.  This  hasn’t  exactly  improved 
 relations with the owners. 

 “They  hate  me,”  Lana  said  simply,  as  we 
 sped  toward  the  next  stop  on  our  route  — 
 because  she  doesn’t  leave  food  just  at  the 
 White  House.  A  home  health  aide  working 
 in  Canarsie,  she’s  identified  about  10  cat 
 colonies  on  her  commutes  to  and  from 
 work.  Six  days  a  week,  she  treks  out  to  feed 
 them. 

 Kaplun,  70,  is  an  Orthodox  Jewish  cat 
 rescuer  and  self-appointed  guardian  of 
 felines  in  distress,  not  only  in  Midwood, 
 where  he  lives,  but  across  Brooklyn.  Once 
 or  twice  a  week,  he  acts  as  a  chauffeur  for 
 Lana,  57,  whom  he  met  through  the 
 Russian-speaking  cat  rescue  community. 
 They’d  invited  me  to  join  them  so  that  I 
 could  see  what  it’s  like  to  advocate  for  feral 
 cats  in  a  city  that  doesn’t  really  want  to  be 
 bothered  with  them.  The  responsibility 
 they’ve  assumed  requires  crossing  a  lot  of 
 boundaries — physical, and otherwise. 

 An  estimated  500,000  feral  cats  live  at  large 
 in  New  York  City,  and  their  human 
 neighbors  have  never  agreed  on  the  best 
 way  to  manage  them.  Advocates  like 
 Kaplun  argue  that  cats  have  a  right  to  safe 
 and  humane  accommodation.  Moreover, 
 they  say,  cats  are  a  useful  part  of  an  urban 
 ecosystem,  acting  as  a  free  extermination 
 service  for  rats  and  other  pests  (in  the  era  of 
 the rat czar, an especially winning trait). 

 In  the  1950s,  British  animal  rights  activists 
 who  opposed  the  euthanization  of  stray  cats 
 pioneered  a  technique  called 

 Trap-Neuter-Return  (TNR)  to  curb  cat 
 reproduction  and  prevent  the  spread  of 
 disease.  After  carefully  trapping  feral  cats, 
 rescuers  take  them  to  the  vet;  there,  the 
 cats  receive  vaccinations  and  get  neutered, 
 and  kittens  can  be  put  up  for  adoption. 
 Rescuers  then  return  adult  cats  who  can’t 
 be  socialized  to  their  original  colonies. 
 American  rescuers  began  practicing  TNR 
 informally in the 1990s. 

 By  the  early  2000s,  TNR  had  become  a 
 mainstream  practice  in  New  York  City. 
 Organizations  like  Neighborhood  Cats  and 
 Bideawee  now  provide  instruction  in 
 humane  cat  trapping  —  unsurprisingly,  it’s 
 not  easy  to  entice  a  wild  animal  into  a 
 weird-looking  box  —  and  keep  databases  of 
 cat  colonies  in  the  city,  many  of  which  are 
 maintained  by  volunteer  rescuers  like 
 Kaplun and Lana. 

 But  even  when  feral  cats  are  disease-free 
 and  infertile,  many  New  Yorkers  just  don’t 
 want  them  around.  Some  people  are  allergic 
 or  afraid  of  cats.  Some  consider  them  a 
 public  nuisance  or  threat  to  property  values. 
 Some  have  no  objection  to  cat  rescue,  but 
 don’t  want  it  to  happen  around  them.  On  the 
 web  page  for  its  cat  colony  database, 
 Neighborhood  Cats  assures  rescuers  that 
 colony  locations  will  be  kept  strictly 
 confidential,  an  indication  of  how  high 
 tensions  can  run.  Unless  a  rescuer  has  a 
 private  backyard  in  which  to  house  a  cat 
 colony,  they’re  likely  to  be  at  odds  with  at 
 least some of their neighbors. 

 “Nobody wants the cats,” said Kaplun. 
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 Kaplun  has  little  patience  for  cat  rescue 
 detractors,  perhaps  because  he’s  always 
 lived  with  cats.  One  of  his  earliest  memories 
 involves  an  orange-and-white  cat  his  mother 
 adopted  from  the  street  in  Kyiv,  where  he 
 was  born;  there  was  always  a  rescue  cat  or 
 two  in  the  house.  After  growing  up  in  the 
 former  Soviet  Union,  Kaplun  immigrated  to 
 the  United  States  in  1988,  working  as  a 
 computer  programmer  and  settling  in 
 Midwood,  a  heavily  Orthodox  neighborhood 
 in Brooklyn. 

 While  he  didn’t  set  out  to  become  a  cat 
 rescuer,  Kaplun  couldn’t  help  feeling 
 obligated  to  help  cats  when  he  saw  them. 
 One  night  in  2008,  he  and  his  wife  heard  a 
 kitten  crying  outside  and  adopted  it.  The 
 next  year,  the  same  thing  happened  —  with 
 two  more  kittens.  Realizing  they  couldn’t 
 adopt  every  cat  in  the  neighborhood,  the 
 couple  went  “full  blast  on  cat  rescue,” 
 connecting  with  Brooklyn  Animal  Action,  a 
 small  volunteer  cat  rescue  organization 
 working in their area. 

 By  that  time,  Kaplun  was  retired,  and  his 
 children  had  left  home.  Caring  for  cat 
 colonies  gave  him  a  new  sense  of  purpose. 
 “It’s  like  a  new  dimension  to  your  existence,” 
 Kaplun  said.  “You’re  taking  care  of 
 someone; you’re helping someone.” 

 Over  a  decade  later,  Kaplun  maintains  four 
 colonies  in  Midwood,  feeding  10  outdoor 
 cats  in  addition  to  the  five  he  keeps  at 
 home.  He  spends  between  six  and  10  hours 
 each  day  on  cat-related  activities,  which 
 include  feeding,  trapping,  coordinating  with 
 vets  and  other  rescue  organizations,  and 
 finding  permanent  homes  for  cats  through 

 Petfinder.  He  works  with  an  informal  group 
 of  Russian-speaking  rescuers,  including 
 Lana,  who  each  take  responsibility  for 
 different  colonies  but  support  each  other 
 with  information  and  resources,  like  car 
 rides. 

 It  took  only  a  few  minutes  to  drive  from  the 
 White  House  to  our  next  stop,  an  adult  day 
 care  center.  Lana  takes  care  of  several  cats 
 who  live  under  a  trailer  in  the  parking  lot, 
 and  she’s  engaged  in  something  of  a  cold 
 war  with  the  security  guards  who  patrol  the 
 premises:  Whenever  they  find  her  plastic 
 foam  shelters  they  throw  them  out,  requiring 
 her  to  buy  more  shelters  and  begin  the 
 cycle again. 

 Anticipating  unkempt  felines  of  uncertain 
 vaccination  status  slashing  our  ankles  in  the 
 scramble  for  breakfast,  I  stood  well  behind 
 Lana  as  she  put  out  her  offerings:  hearty 
 scoops  of  kibble  and  cans  of  wet  food,  plus 
 cubes  of  human-grade  turkey  that,  she 
 assured  me,  the  cats  love.  But  the  striped 
 brown  female  who  emerged  was  plump  and 
 mannerly,  avoiding  me  but  approaching 
 Lana for pets. 

 Lana  obligingly  scratched  the  cat.  But  it  was 
 already  time  for  us  to  leave,  because  we 
 were  on  a  deadline  —  since  Lana  feeds  the 
 cats  before  work  each  morning,  she  has  to 
 hurry  to  reach  each  colony  before  her  shift 
 starts.  The  daily  ritual  involves  a  granny 
 cart’s  worth  of  cat  food  and  takes  an  hour 
 and  a  half  when  Kaplun  is  available  to  drive 
 her,  or  three  hours  if  she  goes  by  foot.  At 
 some  stops,  Kaplun  had  to  implore  her  not 
 to  hop  out  of  the  car  while  he  was  still 
 parking. 
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 Lana  pours  time  as  well  as  money  into  this 
 enterprise.  Like  many  cat  rescuers  who 
 work  outside  the  umbrella  of  an 
 organization,  she  purchases  her  own  cat 
 food.  “Oh,  my  salary,”  Lana  said  ruefully 
 when  I  asked  how  she  could  afford  to 
 maintain so many colonies. 

 Her  inability  to  drive  incurs  other 
 inconveniences:  Sometimes  she  transports 
 feral cats to the vet by bus. 

 But  when  I  asked  Lana  what  kept  her 
 coming  back,  day  after  day,  she  responded 
 in  Russian  as  if  the  answer  was  obvious. 
 Kaplun  translated  for  me.  “She  felt  she 
 needed  to  help  them,  knowing  that  they  are 
 desperate.” 

 Tacit  hostility  of  the  type  displayed  by  the 
 shelter-destroying  security  guards  is  no 
 surprise  to  Kaplun.  In  Midwood,  he  tries  to 
 tailor  his  responses  to  the  Orthodox 
 sensibilities  of  his  neighborhood.  Recalling 
 an  episode  in  which  a  neighbor  intentionally 
 destroyed  a  cat  feeding  station  while 
 walking  with  a  volume  of  the  Talmud  under 
 his  arm,  Kaplun  recalled  quoting  the  text’s 
 exhortations on kindness to animals. 

 “All  the  sources,  the  Talmud  and  the 
 Tanakh,  say  I’m  on  the  right  side,”  Kaplun 
 said. 

 In  2015,  hoping  to  mobilize  Orthodox 
 communal  institutions  in  support  of  feral 
 cats,  he  prepared  brochures  arguing  that 
 Jewish  law  mandates  humane  treatment  of 
 animals  and  presented  them  to  three  local 
 rabbis,  hoping  they  might  use  their  influence 
 to  make  Midwood  a  more  hospitable 
 neighborhood  for  feral  cats.  The  leaders  he 

 approached,  Kaplun  said,  either  brushed 
 him  off  or  promised  support  that  never 
 came. 

 At  other  times,  Kaplun  has  taken  a  more 
 creative  approach  to  deterring  violence 
 against  cats.  After  an  acquaintance  and 
 fellow  rescuer  in  Seagate  told  him  that  her 
 neighbor  had  been  shooting  BB  gun  pellets 
 at  feral  cats,  he  rustled  up  a  black  Mercedes 
 and  “a  couple  of  macho-looking  guys.” 
 Together,  they  drove  down  to  Seagate  and 
 confronted the neighbor. 

 “He  was  begging  us  to  leave  him  alone,” 
 Kaplun  said  with  a  modest  chuckle.  “I  guess 
 the guys looked like mafiosi.” 

 As  the  start  of  Lana’s  shift  grew  closer,  our 
 pilgrimage  grew  more  frenetic.  We  stopped 
 on  the  side  of  a  busy  road  where  a  barely 
 visible  hole  in  a  chain  link  fence  revealed  a 
 small  feeding  station,  and  jogged  through 
 an  auto  body  shop’s  abandoned  parking  lot 
 to  rendezvous  with  two  cats  in  a  clandestine 
 corner  in  the  back.  While  Lana  refilled  the 
 food  bowls  in  a  strip  mall  parking  lot,  Kaplun 
 took  a  bag  of  dog  food  out  of  the  trunk  and 
 began  tossing  handfuls  onto  the  pavement, 
 causing  pigeons  and  gulls  to  flock  around 
 him.  We’d  been  on  the  road  for  hours,  and  it 
 wasn’t even noon. 

 With  birds  squawking  in  the  frigid  breeze 
 and  kibble  sailing  through  the  air,  he  looked 
 like  a  kind  of  patron  saint  of  the  city’s  wild 
 fauna.  But  he  wouldn’t  describe  himself  that 
 way. 

 “I  know  people  who  do  much  more,”  Kaplun 
 said. “Many times more.” 
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 Opinion 

 American JCCs are failing to nurture 
 connections between Jews. They can 

 learn from their European counterparts 
 By Madison Jackson 

 Growing  up  in  a  suburb  of  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
 I  never  thought  of  the  JCC  as  much  more 
 than  a  gym.  While  many  of  my  Jewish 
 friends  who  lived  near  the  JCC  would  spend 
 hours  there  after  school  working  out,  my 
 family  and  I  lived  a  20-minute  drive  away 
 and  thus  chose  to  join  a  gym  that  was 
 cheaper and closer to home. 

 The  Conservative  synagogue  we  belonged 
 to  was  where  we  made  our  Jewish 
 connections,  celebrated  Jewish  occasions, 
 and  ate  Jewish  food.  For  years,  it  didn’t 
 occur  to  me  that  maybe  there  were  other 
 Jews  in  the  Cleveland  community  I  could 
 interact  with  outside  of  a  denominational 
 wall. 

 So  when  I  visited  the  JCC  in  Warsaw, 
 Poland,  in  2018,  while  interning  at  the 
 American  Jewish  Committee  Central 
 Europe office, I had no idea what to expect. 

 I  was  swept  away  by  their  incredible  weekly 
 kosher  all-you-can-eat  Sunday  Boker  Tov 
 Brunch.  Polish  Jews  of  all  ages  gathered  at 
 JCC  Warsaw  to  form  community.  I  loved  the 
 way  this  JCC  and  others  were  playing  a 
 large  role  in  the  revival  of  Jewish  life  in 
 Europe.  I  was  inspired  by  the  communities 
 the  JCC  and  its  members  helped  build. 
 From  that  point  on,  for  the  rest  of  that 
 summer,  and  wherever  else  I  traveled, 

 including  to  Barcelona,  London  and 
 Helsinki, I made it a point to visit a JCC. 

 European  JCCs  were  places  to  explore 
 Jewish  culture  across  boundaries,  without 
 the  limitations  of  official  affiliations.  It  was 
 powerful  to  meet  people  from  backgrounds 
 different  than  my  own  whom  I  otherwise 
 may  never  have  met.  These  interactions 
 allowed  all  of  us  to  discover  new 
 perspectives  and  ideas  about  Jewish  life 
 without  feeling  pressured  to  adhere  to  any 
 specific practice. 

 JCCs  can  provide  an  alternative  connection 
 to  Judaism  beyond  the  religious  aspect.  And 
 yet,  American  JCCs  often  seem  to  fall  short 
 when  it  comes  to  this  Jewish  community 
 connection. 

 In  Europe,  the  JCC  is  the  first  place  many 
 individuals  go  when  they  discover  that  they 
 may  have  potential  Jewish  ancestry.  After 
 speaking  with  a  rabbi  or  JCC  director,  they 
 often  want  to  explore  what  it  means  to  be 
 Jewish.  Many  JCCs  in  Europe  are  also 
 opening  Jewish  community  preschools  — 
 and  often  they  are  the  first  Jewish  preschool 
 many  cities  have  had  since  before  the 
 Holocaust.  European  JCCs  frequently  serve 
 as  the  headquarters  for  Jewish  student 
 groups and Jewish senior citizen clubs. 
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 I  was  so  in  awe  of  the  way  JCCs  in  Europe 
 served  as  a  hub  for  the  whole  Jewish 
 community  that  I  wanted  to  be  part  of  the 
 JCC  movement  back  home.  A  few  years 
 after  my  summer  living  in  Warsaw,  I  began 
 working  full  time  as  the  Jewish  life  and 
 culture  program  associate  at  the  JCC  in 
 Cleveland.  Yet  I  couldn’t  help  but  notice  that 
 the  majority  of  the  people  who  entered  the 
 building  made  a  beeline  for  the  workout 
 facility.  Most  people  who  came  through  the 
 doors  never  connected  with  someone  new, 
 or  with  something  specifically  Jewish.  I 
 observed  this  same  pattern  at  JCCs  in  other 
 American  cities  where  I  have  lived  like 
 Binghamton, New York, and Pittsburgh. 

 Frequently,  the  high  cost  of  membership  at 
 JCCs  keeps  the  community  apart  when 
 JCCs  should  bring  people  together.  In  fact, 
 the  JCC  movement  started  in  1854  in 
 Baltimore  specifically  to  help  ensure  Jewish 
 continuity  and  provide  a  place  for 
 celebration  outside  of  the  synagogue 
 environment.  To  truly  bring  a  community 
 together,  that  would  mean  people  of  many 
 different  backgrounds:  young  and  old, 
 employed  and  unemployed,  students  and 
 retirees,  and  Jews  from  all  denominations. 
 But  not  everyone  can  afford  the  high 
 membership  rates,  and  I  struggle  to 
 understand  why  JCCs  can’t  provide  greater 
 financial  assistance  or  subsidize  those 
 marginalized  individuals  who  would  benefit 
 the most from Jewish community. 

 Joining  an  American  JCC  is  often  not  only 
 expensive,  it  also  is  not  all-encompassing. 
 On  top  of  a  membership  fee,  there  are 
 typically  additional  charges  for  attending 
 group  exercise  classes  or  certain  Jewish 
 culture  programs  and  events.  In  my 
 hometown,  the  2011  Greater  Cleveland 
 Jewish  Population  Study  found  significant 
 economic  vulnerability,  with  36%  of  Greater 
 Cleveland  Jewish  households  “just 
 managing.”  For  single-parent  households, 
 that  rose  to  a  staggering  58%.  “Just 

 managing”  does  not  usually  leave  room  for 
 a JCC membership. 

 The  community  development  coordinator  at 
 JCC  Krakow,  Joanna  Fabijańczuk,  told  me 
 that  their  membership  dues  are  symbolic. 
 Even  without  membership,  any  Jewish 
 individual  who  lives  in  Krakow  can  attend 
 the  JCC’s  weekly  Shabbat  dinners  and 
 other  activities,  including  yoga,  Polish 
 classes  and  choir.  If  you  want  to  go  to  an 
 activity  at  JCC  Krakow,  they’ll  find  a  way  to 
 make it work. 

 As  with  other  JCCs  outside  the  U.S.,  the 
 JCC  Krakow  has  a  small  gym  and  sauna, 
 but  no  one  joins  it  for  the  gym,  said 
 Fabijańczuk. They join for the community. 

 JCCs  in  the  United  States  can  learn 
 something  from  that.  One  idea  could  be  for 
 JCCs  to  host  more  Shabbat  meals  that  are 
 open  to  all.  Sharing  food,  sitting  together, 
 relaxing  and  talking  builds  community  in 
 ways  that  rushing  in  to  work  out  and  leave 
 does not. 

 Another  idea  from  the  JCC  in  Budapest, 
 Hungary,  is  a  mentorship  program  for  young 
 adults,  who  are  sometimes  left  out  of 
 conventional  outreach  efforts.  In  exchange 
 for  volunteering  for  the  Jewish  community, 
 young  adults  received  free  access  to  all 
 aspects  of  the  JCC  (though  beginning  in 
 2023,  the  program  started  charging  a  small 
 amount to participate). 

 JCCs  in  America  are  doing  great  work  — 
 hosting  Jewish  book  and  film  festivals, 
 summer  camps  and  preschools.  I  only  wish 
 that  all  Jews,  regardless  of  financial  status, 
 were  able  to  participate  in  what  they  have  to 
 offer. 

 What  is  the  point  of  calling  it  a  community 
 center, if much of the community is left out? 
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 Sports 

 ‘You made me the greatest’: 
 Muhammad Ali’s beloved 

 cornerman was Jewish 
 By Frederic J. Frommer 

 When  Muhammad  Ali  dominated  the  world 
 of  boxing  in  the  1960s  and  ’70s,  he  had  a 
 Jewish friend in his corner. Literally. 

 Drew  Brown  was  Ali’s  assistant  trainer, 
 cornerman,  “spiritual  adviser,”  and  the 
 author  of  some  of  his  famous  lines, 
 including  “float  like  a  butterfly,  sting  like  a 
 bee.” 

 He  was  born  Drew  Brown  Jr.  to  a  poor  Black 
 family  in  Florida  in  1928,  and  later  acquired 
 the  nickname  “Bundini,”  which  is  how  he  is 
 mostly known. 

 He  married  a  Jewish  woman  in  the  1950s 
 and  converted  to  Judaism.  At  the  time, 
 many  people  frowned  on  intermarriage 
 between  Blacks  and  whites,  and  when  the 
 couple  asked  a  guard  at  the  information 
 booth  at  Miami  City  Hall  where  they  could 
 get  a  license,  the  guard  replied,  “You  mean 
 a dog license?” 

 “No, a marriage license,” Bundini said. 

 He  took  some  flak  from  Black  people  too.  In 
 1964,  Ali  had  converted  to  Islam  and  was  a 
 follower  of  the  Nation  of  Islam,  and  some  of 

 Ali’s  advisers  criticized  Brown  for  having  a 
 white  wife.  He  resisted  pressure  to  join  the 
 Nation  of  Islam,  rejecting  the  teachings  of  its 
 leader  Elijah  Muhammad,  especially  his 
 contention that white people were devils. 

 “Does  that  mean  my  son  is  half-devil?”  he 
 would  ask  Ali,  according  to  Bundini:  The 
 Documentary,  based  on  the  book  Bundini: 
 Don’t  Believe  the  Hype  by  Todd  Snyder. 
 Brown  was  exiled  from  Ali’s  camp,  but 
 would eventually return. 

 His  son,  Drew  Brown  III,  who  became  a 
 Navy  pilot,  told  Snyder,  “Growing  up,  I  never 
 once  thought  of  myself  as  less  than.  My 
 parents,  if  anything,  taught  me  that  I  was 
 better.  I  had  the  Black  side  and  the  Jewish 
 side. I had the best of both worlds.” 

 In  the  2001  movie  Ali,  Jamie  Foxx  portrays 
 Brown,  remarking  in  one  of  his  more 
 memorable  lines,  “Now  I’m  Jewish  and  he’s 
 Muslim,  and  because  of  that  he  tells  me  I 
 need  to  give  up  certain  things,  like  pork  and 
 white  women  …  I  can  give  up  the  pork,  but 
 the  white  women?  God  damn,  how  the  hell 
 do  you  do  that?”  (Bundini  acted  in  several 
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 movies  himself,  including  Shaft  and  The 
 Color Purple.) 

 Famed  sports  broadcaster  Howard  Cosell 
 once  asked  Brown,  “Curiously,  Drew,  you’re 
 not a Muslim, are you?” 

 “No I’m not, Howard,” he replied. 

 “Well,  how  do  you  account  then  for  the 
 closeness  of  your  relationship  with  the 
 champion?” Cosell asked. 

 Brown  said  religion  didn’t  have  anything  to 
 do  with  it.  “I  think  we’re  very  close  being 
 human,”  he  said,  adding,  “I  pray  my  way, 
 and  he  prays  his  way,  but  I  think  we  agree 
 on a lot of points.” 

 A young adventurer 

 He  took  a  circuitous  route  to  become  the 
 boxer’s  motivator.  At  13,  he  joined  the  Navy 
 at  the  beginning  of  World  War  II,  lying  about 
 his  age  to  enlist.  According  to  one  version  of 
 how  he  got  his  name,  when  his  ship  pulled 
 from  an  Indian  port,  some  girls  on  the  dock 
 yelled,  “Bundini!  Bundini!”  –  which  he  said 
 meant  “lover,”  and  the  sailors  on  the  ship 
 gave  him  that  lifelong  nickname.  He 
 pronounced  the  name  “Boodini,”  with  the 
 first “n” silent. 

 “They  didn’t  find  out  my  real  age  until  three 
 years  later,”  Brown  once  recalled.  “By  then  I 
 got  my  nickname  in  India.  By  then  I’d  been 
 all  over  the  world.  Nothing  fleshes  out  a 
 man like traveling.” 

 Brown,  who  also  served  in  the  Merchant 
 Marines,  moved  to  Harlem  as  a  young  man, 
 where  he  became  a  fixture  in  the  jazz 

 community  and  befriended  James  Baldwin 
 and  Miles  Davis.  He  met  his  future  wife, 
 Rhoda  Palestine,  described  by  the 
 documentary  as  “a  rebellious  white  Jewish 
 girl  from  Brighton  Beach,  New  York,”  and 
 the  couple  would  often  go  to  hot  spots  in 
 Harlem. 

 Before  teaming  up  with  Ali,  he  worked  with 
 another  famous  boxing  champion,  Sugar 
 Ray Robinson. 

 “I  couldn’t  teach  the  champ  to  deliver  a 
 blow,”  Brown  said.  “No  man  could  do  that. 
 But  I  can  talk  to  him  about  other  things.”  He 
 worked for Robinson for seven years. 

 ‘Boxing’s best duet’ 

 Robinson  recommended  Brown  to  Ali  in  the 
 early  ’60s,  when  Ali  was  still  known  as 
 Cassius  Clay.  As  Robinson  recalled  it:  “I 
 saw  Muhammad  on  television  reciting 
 poetry  in  Greenwich  Village  —  that  was  no 
 way  to  train  for  a  fight.  The  next  day  I  told 
 Muhammad  he  needed  somebody  to  watch 
 over  him,  somebody  to  keep  him  happy  and 
 relaxed.  I  had  just  the  guy  for  him.  His  name 
 was  Drew  Brown,  but  he  called  himself 
 Bundini.” 

 Brown  was  more  than  just  a  corner  man. 
 ESPN  called  him  Ali’s  “lyricizing, 
 philosophizing,  spiritualizing,  right-hand 
 man  in  the  early  days.”  He  was  also  known 
 as  the  boxer’s  personal  poet  and  confidence 
 man. 

 “Drew  charged  Muhammad’s  battery,” 
 recalled  Angelo  Dundee,  Ali’s  longtime 
 trainer.  “He  knew  Muhammad,  he  was  great 
 for Muhammad.” 
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 In  a  1987  New  York  Times  column  shortly 
 after  Brown’s  death  in  his  late  50s,  Dave 
 Anderson  called  him  and  Ali  “boxing’s  best 
 duet.  Before  or  after  a  sparring  session,  or 
 when  the  television  cameras  were  on,  or 
 whenever  the  occasion  called  for  some 
 noise,  Muhammad  Ali  and  Drew  (Bundini) 
 Brown  would  shout,  ‘Float  like  a  butterfly, 
 sting  like  a  bee.  Rumble,  young  man, 
 rumble.’  After  a  pause,  they  would  roar, 
 ‘Aaargh,’ and break up in laughter.” 

 Brown  told  Sports  Illustrated  in  1971  for  a 
 profile  headlined  “Bundini:  Svengali  in  Ali’s 
 Corner,”  that  he’d  get  sick  before  Ali’s 
 boxing  matches.  (The  term  “svengali”  can 
 have  antisemitic  connotations,  but  the 
 profile was positive.) 

 “I  feel  like  a  pregnant  woman,”  he  said.  “I 
 give  the  champ  all  my  strength.  He  throw  a 
 punch,  I  throw  a  punch.  He  get  hit,  it  hurt 
 me.  I  can’t  explain  it,  but  sometimes  I  know 
 what  he’s  gonna  do  before  he  even  knows 
 it.  Some  of  my  duties  with  the  champ, 
 anybody  could  do  –  use  the  watch,  carry 
 stuff,  all  like  that.  Other  things  couldn’t 
 nobody  else  do  because  I  don’t  even  know 
 how I do them myself.” 

 Ahead  of  Ali’s  famous  1974  “Rumble  in  the 
 Jungle”  against  George  Foreman  in  Zaire, 
 Brown  said,  “Remember  what  I  said:  God 
 set  it  up  this  way.  This  is  the  closing  of  the 
 book.  The  king  gained  his  throne  by  killing  a 
 monster,  and  the  king  will  regain  his  throne 
 by  killing  a  bigger  monster.  This  is  the 
 closing  of  the  book.”  Ali  won  the  fight  to 
 reclaim the heavyweight title. 

 Brown’s  marriage  to  Rhoda  Palestine 
 lasted  just  six  years.  According  to  Snyder’s 
 biography,  when  he  died  decades  later,  he 
 was  penniless.  Ali  couldn’t  make  the  funeral 
 because  he  was  out  of  the  country,  but  he 
 sent  a  card  and  flowers  with  the  message, 
 “You made me the greatest.” 
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 News 

 ADL quiet on details of internal 
 investigation prompted by Fox News 
 By Arno Rosenfeld 

 The  Anti-Defamation  League  launched  an 
 internal  investigation  of  its  educational 
 materials  at  the  behest  of  Fox  News  last 
 September,  after  the  conservative  cable 
 news  channel  published  an  article  claiming 
 that  the  organization  was  distributing 
 “far-left” materials to schools. 

 “Clearly  there  is  content  among  our 
 curricular  materials  that  is  misaligned  with 
 ADL’s  values  and  strategy,”  an  ADL 
 spokesperson  told  the  conservative  cable 
 news  channel  at  the  time.  “We  intend  to 
 address this issue immediately and openly.” 

 Now,  six  months  later,  the  organization 
 won’t  say  exactly  what  it  is  investigating  — 
 the  Fox  News  report  focused  on  ADL 
 materials  about  race  and  gender  —  when 
 the  inquiry  will  finish,  or  whether  it  plans  to 
 make  significant  changes  to  its  curricular 
 content. 

 Todd  Gutnick,  an  ADL  spokesperson, 
 declined  a  request  to  interview  organization 
 officials  about  the  investigation.  “We  are  not 
 commenting  further  on  the  review  until  it  is 
 completed,” said Gutnick. 

 The  ADL  has  long  had  a  complicated 
 relationship  with  Fox  News.  It  honored 

 Rupert  Murdoch,  the  company’s  former 
 chief  executive,  for  his  support  of  Israel  in 
 2010,  but  has  also  castigated  the  network’s 
 conservative  hosts,  including  Glenn  Beck 
 and  Tucker  Carlson,  for  spreading 
 antisemitic conspiracy theories. 

 “It’s  not  so  easy  for  a  group  like  the  ADL  to 
 just  write  off  Fox  News,”  said  Mik  Moore, 
 who  led  a  campaign  to  boycott  Fox  at 
 Jewish  Funds  for  Justice,  the  predecessor 
 to  Bend  the  Arc.  “Even  though  they  should, 
 by all accounts.” 

 The  internal  investigation,  and  the  ADL’s 
 reluctance  to  discuss  it,  highlight  the 
 tightrope  that  the  illustrious  civil  rights 
 organization  has  been  walking  in  recent 
 years  as  it  faces  pressure  from  both  the  left 
 and  right.  A  coalition  of  progressive 
 advocacy  groups  announced  a  boycott  of 
 the  organization  three  years  ago  over  its 
 positions  on  Israel  and  allegations  that  it 
 discriminated  against  Muslims.  At  the  same 
 time,  some  conservatives  have  castigated 
 the  ADL  for  failing  to  take  a  harder  line  on 
 activism  targeting  Israel,  and  claimed  that 
 Jonathan  Greenblatt,  its  chief  executive, 
 has  been  too  focused  on  criticizing 
 Republicans. 
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 “Greenblatt  shifted  the  ADL  from  a 
 non-partisan  Jewish  defense  organization  to 
 being  just  another  left-wing  activist  group 
 whose  priority  is  helping  the  Democratic 
 Party,”  Jonathan  Tobin,  the  editor  of  the 
 Jewish  news  wire  JNS,  wrote  in  a  column 
 after the Fox News article came out. 

 Listening to the right 

 The  ADL  has  appeared  responsive  to  such 
 criticism.  The  organization  has  begun  taking 
 a  harder  line  on  anti-Israel  rhetoric  and  last 
 year  Greenblatt  delivered  a  landmark 
 speech  in  which  he  declared  that 
 anti-Zionist  organizations  like  Jewish  Voice 
 for  Peace  were  fueling  antisemitic  violence. 
 During  the  same  remarks,  he  referred  to 
 #DroptheADL  —  the  progressive  boycott  — 
 as  a  “slanderous  campaign,”  and  his 
 organization  declined  to  end  a  program  that 
 helps  American  police  train  in  Israel,  a  key 
 target of left-wing critics. 

 Some  within  the  organization  seemed  to 
 disagree  with  Greenblatt’s  speech, 
 according  to  a  Jewish  Currents  article 
 published  Wednesday  detailing  a  staff 
 meeting  held  in  response  to  the  speech.  “If 
 you’re  hearing  what  I’m  saying,  and  you  just 
 don’t  agree  with  it,  you  think  it’s  okay  to 
 deny  Jews  their  rights,  I  don’t  think  there’s 
 anything  wrong  with  saying,  ‘You  know 
 what,  I  don’t  think  this  is  the  right  place  for 
 me,’” Greenblatt said during the meeting. 

 His  organization  is  also  grappling  with  a 
 flood  of  new  entrants  into  the  field  of 
 combating  antisemitism,  which  it  dominated 
 for  more  than  a  century.  More  than  30  new 
 organizations  have  been  founded  since 

 2012  focused  on  addressing  antisemitism, 
 many  with  approaches  that  are  more 
 conservative  than  the  ADL,  which  remains 
 one  of  the  most  liberal  members  of  the 
 Jewish establishment. 

 In  addition  to  launching  the  internal 
 investigation  in  response  to  the  Fox  News 
 article  in  September,  the  ADL  also  insisted 
 that  “we  do  not  teach  Critical  Race  Theory, 
 period.” 

 In  November,  the  organization  announced 
 that  it  had  enlisted  four  experts  to  review  its 
 educational  materials,  including  two  figures 
 who  have  expressed  skepticism  of 
 progressive  approaches  to  teaching 
 diversity:  Pamela  Paresky,  a  scholar  who 
 has  claimed  that  “critical  race  theory”  poses 
 a  threat  to  Jews,  and  Kenneth  Marcus,  a 
 former Trump administration official. 

 “It  takes  courage  and  character  to  reach  out 
 like  this,  admitting  that  you  could  use  the 
 assistance  of  sister  organizations,”  Marcus, 
 who  runs  the  Brandeis  Center  for  Civil 
 Rights  Under  Law,  told  eJewish 
 Philanthropy at the time. 

 Gutnick,  the  ADL  spokesperson,  said  that 
 three  of  the  four  panelists  had  submitted 
 their  findings  and  that  the  organization 
 would  “have  more  to  share  later  this  year.” 
 The  other  panelists  are  Carol  Fulp,  a 
 diversity  consultant,  and  Nealin  Parker,  who 
 worked  for  the  Obama  administration  and  is 
 now  executive  director  of  Common  Ground 
 USA. 

 What offends Fox 
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 The  Fox  News  investigation  focused  on 
 what  it  claimed  were  “concepts  from  critical 
 race  theory  as  well  as  far-left  ideas”  within 
 the  ADL’s  educational  wing,  apparently 
 referring  to  five  programs  that  the 
 organization  runs  for  students  and 
 educators.  The  article  focused  on  materials 
 produced  or  distributed  by  the  ADL  that 
 touched  on  the  concept  of  “intersectionality,” 
 the  Women’s  March,  Black  Lives  Matter, 
 reparations  for  slavery  and  transgender 
 rights. 

 It  also  featured  blistering  criticism  from 
 conservative  figures  like  legal  blogger  Bill 
 Jacobson,  who  told  the  network  that  “ADL 
 has lost its way.” 

 “It  substitutes  racial  justice  dogma  and 
 ideology  for  fact-based  analysis,”  Jacobson 
 said  in  the  September  article.  “This  is  not 
 education, it’s manipulation.” 

 Jacobson  was  referring  to  an  ADL  article 
 about  how  to  facilitate  classroom 
 conversations  about  race,  which 
 encouraged  teachers  to  “talk  about 
 structural racism and white privilege.” 

 Fox  also  highlighted  a  lesson  plan  about 
 reparations  that  featured  Ta-Nehisi  Coates, 
 noting  that  the  Black  journalist  and  writer 
 had  “made  several  controversial  remarks 
 about  race  in  the  U.S.”  The  article  also 
 described  a  “graphic  New  York  Times”  video 
 included  in  the  ADL’s  content  about  Black 
 Lives Matter. 

 In  a  section  called  “gender  ideology,”  which 
 has  become  a  popular  term  among 
 conservatives  to  refer  to  transgender 
 issues,  the  article  cites  an  ADL  brochure 

 from  2013  that  encouraged  teachers  to  use 
 “gender-neutral  terminology”  like  “firefighter” 
 instead  of  “fireman.”  It  also  described  an 
 ADL  guide  on  gender  identity  that  defined 
 what  it  meant  for  transgender  people  to 
 “transition,”  and  explained  hormone 
 blockers. 

 (The  ADL  provides  a  variety  of  educational 
 resources  to  schools  and  teachers, 
 including  through  Bearing  Witness  and 
 Echoes  and  Reflections,  which  offer 
 materials  about  the  Holocaust  and 
 antisemitism,  and  No  Place  for  Hate,  which 
 helps schools combat bias and bullying.) 

 The  Fox  report  concludes  with  an 
 assessment  by  Josh  Hammer,  the  opinion 
 editor  of  Newsweek,  who  accused  Jonathan 
 Greenblatt,  the  ADL’s  chief,  of  being  a 
 “progressive  flunky  and  first-order  partisan 
 hack.” 

 In  a  statement  to  JTA  after  the  Fox  article, 
 an  ADL  spokesperson  said  the  organization 
 was  not  wavering  from  “our  long-standing 
 support  for  marginalized  communities,  such 
 as  the  rights  and  safety  of  transgender 
 youth,”  and  believed  “students  should 
 continue  to  grapple  with  difficult  subjects, 
 such  as  anti-Black  racism,  or  the  Holocaust 
 and its legacy.” 

 Hannah  Grossman,  an  associate  editor  at 
 Fox  News  Digital  and  author  of  the  piece, 
 ran  another  piece  one  week  after  the 
 investigation  about  how  the  ADL  had 
 supposedly  promoted  an  author  “who 
 compared  Israeli  policy  to  Nazi  actions 
 during the Holocaust.” 
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 The  article  was  referring  to  Beverly  Naidoo, 
 whose  book  Making  It  Home:  Real  Stories 
 from  Children  Forced  to  Flee  was  reportedly 
 featured  on  some  part  of  the  ADL’s  website. 
 In  a  2000  blog  post,  Naidoo,  who  is  Jewish, 
 said  that  limited  freedom  of  movement  for 
 Palestinians  reminded  her  of  a  poem  written 
 by a Jewish teenager during the Holocaust. 

 The  ADL  told  Fox  News  at  the  time  that  its 
 decision  to  feature  Naidoo’s  book  “appears 
 to  be  a  clear  example”  of  “content  among 
 our  curricular  materials  that  is  misaligned 
 with the ADL’s values and strategy.” 

 It  said  it  would  be  engaging  “outside  experts 
 to review all of our content.” 

 Fox the frenemy 

 In  November,  Greenblatt  told  eJewish 
 Philanthropy  that  its  educational  content 
 continues  “to  be  extremely  effective,  but  as 
 we  grow  and  scale  them  it  is  important  to 
 ensure  they  are  still  meeting  the  mark  and 
 in  line  with  our  historic  mission  to  fight 
 antisemitism and hate.” 

 Greenblatt  and  his  organization  have 
 frequently  clashed  with  Fox  News, 
 especially  over  primetime  host  Carlson,  who 
 Greenblatt  has  said  promotes  “dangerous 
 misinformation”  and  “antisemitic  conspiracy 
 theories.” 

 But,  more  recently,  Greenblatt  appeared  on 
 the  channel  to  criticize  The  New  York  Times’ 
 coverage  of  the  Hasidic  yeshiva  system.  “It 
 is  not  just  disappointing,  it’s  irresponsible 
 that  The  New  York  Times  took  an  issue  that 
 merits  investigation,  that  necessitates 
 serious  exploration,  and  framed  it  in  such  a 

 way,  which  I  think,  again,  isn’t  just  unhelpful, 
 it  can  encourage  more  antisemitism,”  he 
 said  in  a  February  appearance  on  Fox 
 News Digital. 

 Moore,  the  Fox  boycotter,  who  now  runs  a 
 creative  agency,  said  that  he  sensed  a 
 tension  within  the  ADL  between  its 
 researchers,  who  often  identify  the  dangers 
 that  rhetoric  on  Fox  News  poses  for  Jews 
 and  other  minority  groups,  and  leadership  of 
 the  organization  that  likes  the  way  the 
 network  portrays  Israel.  “There  are  some 
 folks  within  the  ADL  that  feel  like  Fox  News 
 is  too  important  an  asset,  when  it  comes  to 
 Israel, to write it off completely,” he said. 

 Gutnick  denied  that  the  ADL  had  any  unique 
 relationship with the cable network. 

 “There  is  no  relationship  beyond  responding 
 to  news  requests  as  we  would  with  any 
 media entity,” he said in an email. 
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