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 Special Report 

 Behind the TV ads against 
 antisemitism: a fortune assembled 

 under apartheid 
 By Arno Rosenfeld 

 The  narrator  of  a  30-second  commercial 
 during  Saturday  Night  Live  had  a  jarring 
 message  for  viewers  expecting  another 
 fast-food jingle or car insurance pitch. 

 “There  is  one  form  of  hatred  on  the  rise  in 
 the  U.S.  often  passed  off  as  legitimate 
 discourse  or  just  ignored,”  she  intoned  as 
 animated  words  flash  onto  a  bright 
 background.“Shine  a  light  on  antisemitism. 
 Together, we can dispel the darkness.” 

 The  public  service  announcement,  which 
 first  aired  in  December,  is  part  of  Shine  A 
 Light,  a  new  high-profile  campaign  of 
 advertising,  public  events  and  corporate 
 partnerships  responding  to  rising 
 antisemitism  in  the  United  States.  Mayors 
 from  Los  Angeles  to  Miami  Beach  have 
 attended  Shine  A  Light  events,  and  Fortune 
 500  companies  have  worked  with  the 
 organization  on  employee  trainings.  The 
 campaign’s  high  production  value  has  been 
 recognized  with  a  prestigious  award  for 
 social media content. 

 Shine  A  Light  is  one  of  more  than  two  dozen 
 new  groups  that  have  sprung  up  to  fight 
 antisemitism  in  the  last  decade,  and  is 
 backed  by  eight  major  foundations  including 

 Schusterman  Family  Philanthropies,  the 
 Paul  E.  Singer  Foundation  and 
 UJA-Federation  of  New  York.  It  is  the 
 brainchild  of  the  Kirsh  family,  led  by 
 92-year-old  patriarch  Natie,  a  billionaire  who 
 built  and  lost  a  fortune  in  apartheid  South 
 Africa  and  has  maintained  strong  ties  to 
 Israel  for  decades  —  experiences  that  may 
 provide clues to the campaign’s approach. 

 Founded  amid  the  fallout  of  the  May  2021 
 escalation  in  violence  across  Israel  and  the 
 Gaza  Strip,  Shine  A  Light  defines  some 
 popular  forms  of  Israel  criticism  as 
 antisemitism.  Several  larger  progressive 
 Jewish  groups  are  notably  absent  from  the 
 coalition,  underscoring  the  challenge  of 
 pitching  a  big  tent  at  a  time  when  the  Jewish 
 community  has  been  divided  over  how  to 
 defend itself. 

 Nonetheless,  Shine  A  Light  has  managed  to 
 assemble  an  elusive  coalition,  winning  the 
 support  of  every  major  Jewish  denomination 
 and  sometime  rivals  like  the 
 Anti-Defamation  League  and  American 
 Jewish Committee. 

 “There  are  many  dogs  fighting  antisemitism 
 and  they  don’t  collaborate  as  much  as  they 
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 can,”  said  Andres  Spokoiny,  director  of  the 
 Jewish  Funders  Network.  “If  the  funders  can 
 use  their  influence  to  help  them  collaborate 
 — that’s great.” 

 Because  the  project  is  structured  as  a 
 private  corporation,  rather  than  a  nonprofit, 
 its  finances  are  private  beyond  what  the 
 project  has  disclosed  —  a  $4  million  annual 
 budget  —  and  it’s  unclear  how  much  each 
 foundation contributed to the campaign. 

 But  the  initiative  was  spearheaded  by  the 
 family  of  Natie  Kirsh,  whose  estimated  net 
 worth  is  $7.6  billion,  according  to 
 Bloomberg,  making  him  the  world’s  300th 
 richest  person.  Kirsh  has  quietly  been  an 
 important  donor  to  Jewish  causes  for 
 decades,  particularly  those  focused  on 
 security,  but  has  said  little  publicly  about  his 
 philanthropy or his politics. 

 Shine  A  Light  did  not  acknowledge  multiple 
 requests  to  interview  him  about  the 
 organization  or  his  life.  Instead,  Carly 
 Maisel,  who  manages  the  Kirsh  family’s 
 philanthropy  and  has  served  as  a 
 spokesperson  for  the  project,  spoke  with  the 
 Forward  in  a  brief  telephone  call.  Maisel  and 
 representatives  for  Shine  A  Light  stopped 
 responding  after  the  Forward  sent  detailed 
 questions  about  the  project’s  finances  and 
 Kirsh’s  business  activities  in  apartheid 
 South Africa. 

 Maisel  previously  worked  for  the  Israeli 
 embassy  in  London  and  has  described 
 herself  as  “always  on  loan”  to  Ron  Prosor, 
 Israel’s  former  ambassador  to  the  United 
 Kingdom.  She  said  her  first  engagement 
 with  Israel  stemmed  from  antisemitism  she 
 experienced during college in the U.K. 

 Shine  A  Light  grew  out  of  a  member  of  the 
 Kirsh  family’s  concern  that  antisemitism 
 stemming  from  the  Israeli-Palestinian 
 conflict  had  reached  a  fever  pitch  in  the 
 United  States  following  the  2021  violence,  a 
 feeling  echoed  by  numerous  Jewish  groups 
 the family already supported. 

 “Something  made  the  Jewish  community 
 feel  there  was  a  particular  sea  change,” 
 Maisel said. 

 The  connection  between  anti-Zionism  and 
 antisemitism  “is  front  and  center  a  part  of 
 Shine  A  Light,”  Maisel  said  on  a  Jewish 
 Funders  Network  podcast  in  January.  “If  that 
 doesn’t  work  for  you,  this  isn’t  the  campaign 
 for you.” 

 Explaining antisemitism — and Israel 

 Before  Shine  A  Light,  the  Kirshes  helped 
 build  the  shared  security  infrastructure  for 
 Jewish  institutions  in  New  York  over  the 
 past  four  years,  following  an  uptick  in 
 antisemitic  violence.  It  was  a  centerpiece  of 
 that  effort,  the  Community  Security  Initiative, 
 that  led  law  enforcement  to  two  suspects 
 accused  of  plotting  to  attack  synagogues 
 last fall. 

 With  Shine  A  Light,  though,  the  family 
 entered  a  philanthropic  arena  crowded  by 
 organizations  that  can  be  hard  to  herd,  each 
 with  its  own  politics  and  approach  to 
 advocacy.  The  ADL,  AJC  and  the  Combat 
 Antisemitism  Movement,  for  example,  each 
 run separate programs for mayors. 

 All  three  of  those  organizations  were  among 
 nearly  100  groups  that  signed  onto  Shine  A 
 Light  including  liberal  religious  organizations 
 like  the  Union  for  Reform  Judaism  and 
 Reconstructing  Judaism,  which  have  been 
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 missing  from  similar  coalitions  backed  by 
 wealthy  Republican  donors.  The  project 
 takes  pains  to  place  its  members  on  equal 
 footing  by  listing  them  in  random  order  on 
 its slick website. 

 One  throughline  in  Shine  A  Light’s  work  is 
 the  idea  that  people  inadvertently 
 perpetuate  antisemitism  because  they  don’t 
 understand  what  it  is.  “Jews  don’t 
 necessarily  fit  into  one  box  of  the  way 
 people  are  used  to  thinking  about 
 discrimination,”  Maisel  said  in  the  phone 
 interview.  “You  actually  have  to  take  people 
 on a journey.” 

 Much  of  that  journey  presents  Jews  as 
 being  at  odds  with  the  political  left.  This  is 
 an  increasingly  popular  perspective  among 
 Israel  supporters,  despite  longstanding 
 American  Jewish  support  for  the  Democratic 
 party  and  left-wing  causes.  Shine  A  Light 
 specifically  highlights  complaints  that  Black 
 Lives  Matter  and  other  movements  to 
 address  institutional  racism  have  ignored 
 anti-Jewish bias. 

 Kenneth  Marcus,  director  of  the  Brandeis 
 Center  for  Human  Rights  Under  Law,  which 
 works  closely  with  Shine  A  Light,  said  that  in 
 the  progressive  movement,  “Jews  are  often 
 seen  as  being  a  powerful  white  group  that 
 does  not  need  the  kind  of  support  that 
 they’re offering to other minority groups.” 

 One  animated  video  that  Shine  A  Light 
 promoted  on  social  media  shows  a  Jewish 
 man  being  turned  away  from  an  LGBT  Pride 
 march, for example. 

 At  the  same  time,  Shine  A  Light  —  like 
 progressive  Jewish  groups  including  T’ruah, 
 Bend  the  Arc  and  IfNotNow,  all  missing  from 

 the  coalition  —  also  points  out  the 
 connections  between  antisemitism  and 
 other  bigotry.  In  one  public  service 
 announcement,  the  narrator  ticks  off 
 examples  of  antisemitism  on  the  right  — 
 invocations  of  “dual  loyalty,”  “Soros”  and 
 “globalists”  —  and  some  associated  with  the 
 left,  like  referring  to  Jews  as  “genocidal 
 occupiers”  and  “Benjamins,”  a  reference  to 
 Rep.  Ilhan  Omar’s  controversial  comment 
 about  the  Israel  lobby.  Shine  A  Light  also 
 shows  special  concern  for  the  affluent, 
 listing  “gentrifier”  as  an  antisemitic  slur  and 
 suggesting  that  unchecked  antisemitism 
 could lead to protests against Wall Street. 

 “Here’s  the  thing,  it  may  start  with  the  Jews 
 —  but  it  never  stops  with  them,”  the  narrator 
 says  in  the  ad,  which  ran  on  national 
 television in November and December. 

 Friction in the coalition 

 Shine  A  Light  has  no  full-time  staff.  For 
 corporations  who  want  to  help  employees 
 understand  antisemitism,  the  group 
 suggests  working  with  the  Brandeis  Center, 
 which  built  its  reputation  launching  legal 
 challenges  against  universities  over 
 activism  targeting  Israel,  and  Project 
 Shema,  which  states  in  its  workplace 
 training  materials  that  “85%  to  95%  of  Jews 
 on earth” are Zionists. 

 In  calling  anti-Zionism  —  opposition  to  Israel 
 as  a  Jewish  state  —  antisemitic,  the  project 
 is  aligned  with  most  of  the  American  Jewish 
 establishment.  But  it’s  not  clear  how  much 
 of  the  Jewish  public  holds  this  view,  and 
 some  prominent  academics  and 
 organizations  like  T’ruah,  the  liberal  rabbis 
 group,  have  pushed  back  and  tried  to  carve 
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 out  wider  space  for  activists  who  criticize  or 
 even boycott Israel. 

 Shine  A  Light  not  only  considers 
 anti-Zionism  a  form  of  bigotry  but  argues 
 that  some  common  left-wing  critiques  of 
 Israel are also antisemitic. 

 “Accusing  Israel  of  colonialism  and 
 apartheid  quickly  moves  to  the  accusation 
 Jews  have  dual  loyalty  or  use  money  to 
 control  politics,”  the  narrator  says  in  one  of 
 the  project’s  videos.  “While  it’s  become 
 commonplace  to  call  Israel  an  ‘apartheid 
 state,’”  she  continues,  “it’s  also  a  lie 
 engineered  to  delegitimize  Israel  and  Israel 
 alone.” 

 A  2021  poll  by  the  Jewish  Electorate 
 Institute  found  that  25%  of  American  Jews 
 believe  Israel  is  an  apartheid  state,  while 
 28% view that claim as antisemitic. 

 Though  Reconstructing  Judaism  is  part  of 
 Shine  A  Light’s  broad  coalition,  its  Israel 
 director,  Rabbi  Maurice  Harris,  said  he  does 
 not  agree  with  the  group’s  contention  that 
 accusing  Israel  of  colonialism  or  apartheid  is 
 “automatically antisemitic.” 

 “For  someone  who  is  maybe  Palestinian  — 
 and  is  expressing  a  Palestinian  perspective 
 on  the  conflict  —  I  think  that  they  should  be 
 heard  out,”  Harris  said.  “They  could  even  be 
 wrong  —  but  you  can  be  wrong  and  not  be 
 antisemitic.” 

 Several  other  members  of  Shine  A  Light’s 
 coalition  who  advocate  for  a  more  narrow 
 conception  of  antisemitism,  including  the 
 Union  for  Reform  Judaism  and  Eric  Ward,  a 
 civil  rights  leader  popular  with  progressives, 
 declined  to  discuss  the  apparent 
 discrepancy. 

 Ethan  Katz,  who  like  Ward  is  listed  as  an 
 expert  speaker  on  Shine  A  Light’s  website, 
 said  he  takes  issue  with  aspects  of  how  the 
 group  approaches  antisemitism.  Katz,  who 
 helped  found  the  Antisemitism  Education 
 Initiative  at  U.C.  Berkeley  and  last  year 
 chaired  an  Association  for  Jewish  Studies 
 task  force  on  the  issue,  nonetheless  said  he 
 was “honored” to be part of the campaign. 

 “To  be  sure,  I  have  some  disagreements 
 about  the  way  that  they  define 
 antisemitism,”  he  said  in  an  email.  “But  in 
 the  end,  I  think  that  the  struggle  against 
 antisemitism  is  a  crucial  challenge  that 
 demands  more  collaboration,  rather  than 
 further  division,  across  the  Jewish 
 community.” 

 Strong ties to Israel 

 The  close  connection  between  Israel, 
 Zionism  and  Jewish  identity  promoted  by 
 Shine  A  Light  reflects  the  experience  of  the 
 Kirsh family patriarch. 

 Nathan  Kirsh,  widely  known  as  Natie,  was 
 born  in  1932  in  Potchefstroom,  a  small 
 urban  center  90  minutes  outside 
 Johannesburg,  to  parents  who  had 
 immigrated  from  Lithuania.  His  dad  worked 
 as  an  ostrich-feather  salesman  before 
 finding success in brewing. 

 In  an  interview  seven  years  ago  with  the 
 Museum  of  the  Jewish  People,  Kirsh  said 
 that  he  and  his  three  siblings  encountered 
 little  antisemitism  as  children.  “Antisemitism 
 virtually  did  not  exist,”  he  said.  “It  was  a  very 
 comfortable  and  good  environment  to  grow 
 up in.” 

 The  15-minute  conversation  appears  to  be 
 the  most  Kirsh  has  publicly  discussed  Israel 
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 and  Judaism.  It  was  in  2016,  just  as 
 resurgent  antisemitism  was  becoming  a 
 serious  concern  in  the  U.S.  but  well  after  it 
 had  manifested  in  Europe  and  South  Africa, 
 where  Kirsh  spends  much  of  his  time.  Yet 
 he did not seem worried about it. 

 “The  Jewish  people,  in  my  opinion,  have 
 never  been  in  a  stronger  position  as  a 
 people,” he said. 

 He  was,  however,  concerned  about  Israel’s 
 security,  and  recalled  schoolmates  who 
 traveled  to  fight  in  Israel’s  1948  War  of 
 Independence.  “To  say  that  Israel  is  not 
 threatened  is  wrong,”  he  said.  “It’s  been 
 threatened from the day it started.” 

 Kirsh,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Labor 
 Zionist  youth  movement  Habonim  Dror,  said 
 in  the  interview  that  he  keeps  kosher  but 
 does  not  otherwise  consider  himself 
 observant. 

 South  Africa’s  Jewish  community  has 
 historically  been  one  of  the  most  staunchly 
 Zionist  in  the  world,  and  Israel  maintained 
 close  economic  ties  with  the  country 
 throughout  apartheid.  Kirsh  was  part  of  this 
 economic  partnership,  when  in  1984,  while 
 living  in  Johannesburg,  he  bought  a 
 perimeter-defense  company,  Magal  Security 
 Systems, from the Israeli government. 

 Years  later,  starting  around  2010,  Kirsh 
 drew  the  ire  of  pro-Palestinian  activists  over 
 Magal  having  received  more  than  $40 
 million  in  Israeli  government  contracts 
 starting  in  2002  to  build  barriers  dividing 
 Israel  from  the  West  Bank  and  Gaza.  Kirsh 
 owned  the  largest  share  of  Magal  until 
 2014,  when  he  sold  40%  of  the  company; 
 he retains a 5% stake. 

 Most  of  Kirsh’s  holdings  are  not  public,  but 
 records  show  that  he  has  other  investments 
 in  Israel,  including  a  biotechnology  firm 
 designing a product to cure blindness. 

 Kirsh’s  prolific  philanthropy  has  also 
 included  major  investments  in  Israel  and 
 Jewish  causes.  While  growing  his  South 
 African  businesses,  Kirsh  began  carrying  a 
 note  in  his  wallet  with  a  quote  from 
 Maimonides  stating  that  the  highest  form  of 
 charity is to make a person self-reliant. 

 He  has  provided  interest-free  loans  to  more 
 than  700  Jewish  and  Arab  entrepreneurs  in 
 Israel  since  2008  and  bankrolled  a 
 computer-training  program  for  yeshiva 
 students.  Kirsh  was  also  a  key  donor  to  a 
 film school in Jerusalem. 

 Yet  most  of  his  giving  has  focused  on 
 southern  Africa.  Kirsh  had  moved  his  family 
 from  Potchefstroom  to  rural  Eswatini  — 
 formerly  Swaziland  —  in  1960,  when  he 
 was  28.  There,  he  won  exclusive  control 
 over  the  corn  market  from  the  British 
 colonial authorities. 

 His  daughter  Wendy  Fisher  recalled  that  the 
 family  had  a  tap  in  the  garden  outside  their 
 home,  which  was  up  a  hill  from  a  village  of 
 mud  huts  that  lacked  running  water.  “It  was 
 only  natural  that  villagers  came  to  retrieve 
 fresh water from our tap,” she said. 

 Kirsh  has,  over  the  decades,  funded  11,000 
 small  businesses  in  Eswatini  —  a  country 
 Kirsh  calls  his  “fourth  child”  —  and  donated 
 computers  to  nearly  150  of  its  high  schools. 
 Kirsh  has  also  donated  $8.8  million  to  the 
 University  of  Witwatersrand  in 
 Johannesburg,  his  alma  mater,  and  has 
 supported his old high school. 
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 He  brought  his  love  for  Eswatini  and  Israel 
 together  two  years  ago,  when  he  financed  a 
 COVID-19  vaccine  campaign  by  IsraAID, 
 the  Israeli  humanitarian  aid  organization,  in 
 Eswatini.  “There  are  the  blinds  and  the 
 cripples  and  this  and  that  and  the  next 
 thing,”  Kirsh  said.  “You  have  no  choice  but 
 to give.” 

 It’s  harder  to  track  Kirsh’s  donations  in  the 
 U.S.  While  the  family’s  contributions  are 
 often  branded  as  coming  from  “Kirsh 
 Philanthropies”  or  the  “Kirsh  Foundation,” 
 both  seem  to  refer  to  Ki  Philanthropies,  a 
 corporation  registered  in  Delaware  that  is 
 not  required  to  share  financial  information. 
 Marc  Gross,  an  attorney  whose  LinkedIn 
 profile  states  that  he  helped  the  Kirsh  family 
 office  establish  a  presence  in  New  York  two 
 years  ago,  referred  to  the  entity  as  a  “$150 
 million philanthropic group.” 

 Shine  A  Light  is  also  part  of  a  private 
 company  called  Aston  Investment  Holdings 
 Limited,  which  is  based  in  California  and 
 has little public footprint outside the project. 

 Before  Shine  A  Light,  Kirsh  helped  fund 
 several  Israel  advocacy  projects,  including 
 the  Britain  Israel  Research  and  Academic 
 Exchange  Partnership,  meant  to  combat 
 academic  boycotts,  and  the  Jewish  People 
 Policy  Institute,  a  think  tank  where  Fisher, 
 one  of  his  three  children,  sits  on  the  board. 
 Kirsh  and  his  wife,  Frances  Herr,  were 
 credited  in  the  introduction  of  a  2018  report 
 by  the  think  tank  that  outlined  the  danger  to 
 Israel posed by the apartheid claim. 

 “Its  end  goal  is  to  turn  Israel  into  a  ‘pariah’ 
 state  isolated  from  the  world,  much  like 
 apartheid  South  Africa,”  wrote  the  report’s 

 author,  Michael  Herzog,  who  is  now  the 
 Israeli ambassador in Washington. 

 Apartheid business 

 Kirsh,  of  course,  had  experienced  that 
 isolation firsthand. 

 At  the  height  of  his  business  in  South  Africa 
 during  the  early  1980s,  he  controlled  one  of 
 the  largest  corporations  on  the 
 Johannesburg  Stock  Exchange.  Kimet 
 employed  40,000  people  across  several  of 
 the  country’s  most  famous  retail  stores  — 
 Checkers,  Dion’s,  Russell’s  and  Union  Wine 
 —  and  was  responsible  for  12%  of  all 
 consumer goods sold in the country. 

 But  Kirsh’s  attempt  to  keep  growing  his 
 empire  ran  into  a  wall  in  the  1980s,  as 
 international  pressure  on  South  Africa  to 
 end  its  racist  apartheid  system  —  which 
 collapsed  in  the  early  ’90s  —  made  it 
 difficult  to  secure  financing  for  big  deals. 
 Once  known  as  the  “daring  dawn  raider”  of 
 the  stock  market  for  his  aggressive 
 acquisition  of  rivals,  by  1986  he  was  facing 
 a  hostile  takeover  of  his  own  businesses 
 after  a  partnership  with  a  South  African 
 mega-corporation went south. 

 Kirsh  made  a  fortune  under  apartheid.  He 
 took  advantage  of  economic  opportunities 
 created  by  the  government’s  racist  policies, 
 and  moved  his  company’s  operations  to 
 avoid  the  impact  of  international  sanctions 
 aimed  at  apartheid.  But  like  many  in  the 
 business  community  at  the  time,  Kirsh  never 
 seemed  entirely  at  ease  with  the  country’s 
 political  system  —  believing,  if  nothing  else, 
 that  it  would  ultimately  lead  to  a  Black 
 rebellion  that  would  be  bad  for  business  — 
 and  he  occasionally  spoke  out  against 
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 government  policies  and  white 
 conservatives. 

 Profiles  of  Kirsh  from  his  heyday  in  South 
 African  business  describe  him  as  “a  whirling 
 dervish”  with  a  “brooding,  restless  quality” 
 and “brilliant financial mind.” 

 “He’s  fit,  eats  sparingly,  and  carries  no 
 surplus  weight,”  Hellouise  Truswell  wrote  in 
 Business  Day,  a  South  African  newspaper, 
 in  1983.  “This  is  hardly  surprising,  as  he 
 plays  a  grueling  hour’s  squash  every  day 
 while  many  others  are  at  a  three-martini 
 business lunch.” 

 After  his  empire  crumbled  in  1986,  the 
 Financial  Mail’s  cover  depicted  him  as 
 Icarus,  wings  melted  by  the  sun  and 
 plunging  back  to  earth.  Inside  the 
 magazine’s  pages,  Kirsh  would  say  that  he 
 decided  not  to  fight  the  takeover  of  his 
 company  because  political  events  in  the 
 country had left him “demotivated.” 

 “I  thought  to  hell  with  you,”  Kirsh  told  the 
 South  African  Business  Times  in  2011  of  his 
 decision  to  leave  South  Africa.  “What  do 
 you  want  to  break  my  arse  for  when  this 
 country’s  going  to  hell  anyway?  I’m  getting 
 the hell out of here.” 

 Kirsh  explained  to  a  group  of  London 
 Business  School  students  in  the  same  year 
 that  he  had  been  convinced  a  popular  revolt 
 against  apartheid  was  going  to  destabilize 
 the  country  and  make  it  impossible  to  do 
 business. 

 “This  is  going  to  end  up  as  a  revolution,”  he 
 recalled  telling  F.W.  DeKlerk,  the  leader  of 
 South  Africa’s  governing  National  Party, 
 during the 1980s. 

 But  alongside  these  misgivings,  Kirsh  made 
 a  lot  of  money  off  the  region’s  racist  laws. 
 The  crown  jewel  of  his  South  African 
 businesses,  Metro  Cash  &  Carry,  responded 
 to  an  apartheid  policy  that  banned  white 
 businesses  from  operating  in  the  destitute 
 townships  where  Black  people  were  forced 
 to  live  by  establishing  wholesale  outlets  on 
 the  edge  of  these  areas.  The  outlets 
 supplied  thousands  of  small  stores  run  out 
 of  homes  and  roadside  booths.  The  shops 
 Kirsh  supplied,  beginning  in  1970,  had 
 higher  prices  than  the  Checkers  stores  he 
 owned  in  white  areas,  but  were  some  of  the 
 only  places  Black  consumers  could 
 conveniently purchase essential goods. 

 By  1981,  Metro  was  clearing  the  equivalent 
 of $2 billion in today’s dollars. 

 The  fall  of  apartheid  in  1990  would  doom 
 Metro’s  business  model,  but  by  that  point 
 Kirsh  had  already  sold  the  firm  under  duress 
 and  left  the  country  with  a  reported  net 
 worth  of  $25  million.  He  went  on  to  replicate 
 Metro’s  success  in  New  York  City  with  Jetro 
 and  Restaurant  Depot,  identifying  a 
 lucrative  niche  supplying  food  to  small 
 retailers  like  bodegas  and  diners  overlooked 
 by  larger  wholesalers.  He  grew  Jetro  to 
 generate  $6.5  billion  in  annual  revenue  in 
 2012,  and  spread  his  investments  around 
 the  world.  He  owns  Tower  42,  one  of  the 
 tallest  skyscrapers  in  London,  and  Jandakot 
 Airport in Perth, Australia. 

 Shine  A  Light  did  not  respond  to  multiple 
 inquiries  about  Kirsh’s  business  dealings 
 during  apartheid  made  through  ID,  the 
 celebrity  public  relations  firm  it  hired  to 
 promote the project. 

 Kirsh’s critics — some antisemitic 
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 Kirsh  occasionally  criticized  the  apartheid 
 regime,  including  in  1984,  as  South  Africa 
 bowed  under  the  weight  of  international 
 opprobrium  and  strikes.  Kirsh  told  Business 
 Day  that  the  “unfortunate  consequences”  of 
 the  government’s  economic  policy  “will  fall 
 most  heavily  on  the  poor  and  unemployed 
 —  in  the  South  African  context,  on  the 
 Blacks.” 

 In  Eswatini,  he  used  his  considerable 
 influence  to  support  the  country’s 
 independence  from  Britain  in  1968.  John 
 Daniel,  a  dissident  South  African  academic 
 who  relocated  to  Eswatini,  grouped  Kirsh 
 with  the  “more  progressive  elements 
 amongst the settlers” in that country. 

 But  critics  note  he  also  used  opened 
 factories  in  Eswatini  to  avoid  international 
 sanctions  on  South  Africa,  with  his  company 
 being  one  of  the  first  to  open  a  new  factory 
 in  the  country  in  1985  as  export  restrictions 
 hit  South  Africa.  Other  corporations  quickly 
 followed Kirsh’s lead. 

 “There  are  opportunities  that  come  out  of 
 sanctions,”  he  later  told  Bloomberg. 
 “Sanctions can be broken.” 

 Kirsh  also  took  advantage  of  apartheid-era 
 incentives  from  the  South  African 
 government  in  1983  to  build  factories  near 
 the  “bantustans,”  regions  created  to  deny 
 Black South Africans citizenship. 

 Kirsh  and  Issie,  one  of  his  two  brothers  and 
 a  broadcasting  magnate,  had  also  started 
 an  independent  radio  station  in  1980  that 
 initially  pursued  a  conservative  political  line. 
 The  station  also  considered  banning  Stevie 
 Wonder’s  music  after  he  dedicated  his  1985 
 Academy  Award  to  Nelson  Mandela,  and 

 declined  to  play  “Sun  City,”  a  famous  song 
 calling  for  a  boycott  of  the  eponymous 
 South  African  venue,  in  part  because  the 
 company  that  owned  the  resort  had  a  stake 
 in the station. 

 In  recent  years,  Kirsh  has  made  headlines 
 for  his  involvement  in  contemporary  South 
 African  politics,  reportedly  bankrolling  a 
 minor  opposition  party  led  by  a  former 
 anti-apartheid  activist  and  paying  for  the 
 legal  defense  of  a  controversial  former 
 prosecutor.  That  has  brought  new  scrutiny 
 of  his  record  during  apartheid,  including 
 criticism tainted by antisemitic tropes. 

 Natie  Kirsh,  the  South  African  billionaire,  poses  for  a 
 photograph  alongside  a  picture  of  Tower  42  in  London,  which 
 is  part  of  his  real  estate  and  business  portfolio  spanning 
 several  continents.  Kirsh  helped  spearhead  Shine  A  Light,  a 
 new  project  meant  to  combat  antisemitism.  Photo  by  Getty 
 Images 
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 In  2014,  the  South  African  Communist  Party 
 condemned  Kirsh  as  “a  pioneer  of  global 
 capitalist  puppetry.”  The  following  year,  the 
 Mail  &  Guardian,  a  leading  weekly 
 newspaper,  included  prominent  references 
 to  Kirsh’s  Jewish  identity  in  an  article 
 spreading  the  conspiracy  theory  that  he  was 
 secretly  bankrolling  a  Marxist  political  party 
 in  order  to  undermine  the  South  African 
 government. 

 David  Saks,  associate  director  of  the  South 
 African  Jewish  Board  of  Deputies,  lamented 
 to  the  South  African  Jewish  Report  that 
 Kirsh  had  joined  the  supposed  “pantheon  of 
 malevolent  Jewish  capitalists,”  alongside 
 other  notable  families  like  the  Rothschilds 
 and  Oppenheimers  who  are  also  the 
 subjects of antisemitic conspiracies. 

 Kirsh  seems  to  have  taken  note.  In  his 
 interview  with  the  Museum  of  the  Jewish 
 People,  which  took  place  shortly  after  the 
 attacks  against  him  in  South  African  media, 
 Kirsh  said  he  supported  the  museum 
 because  it  was  a  way  to  showcase  the 
 contributions  Jews  had  made  to  societies 
 around the world. 

 He  wanted  to  “get  away  from  the  notion  that 
 one  reads  so  often  in  the  press  that  the 
 Jews  take  from  a  community,  that  the  Jews 
 exploit  a  community,  that  the  Jews  get  rich 
 at  the  cost  of  a  community,”  Kirsh  said, 
 “when  the  truth  of  the  matter  is  the  other 
 way around.” 

 It  is  unclear  how  much  involvement  the 
 nonagenarian,  who  initiated  a  transition  plan 
 for  his  business  operations  several  years 
 ago,  has  had  in  the  precise  direction  of 
 Shine  A  Light.  But  it’s  hard  to  miss  the 

 parallels  between  his  own  life  and  the 
 project. 

 Kirsh  bonded  with  Israel  at  a  young  age  and 
 has  long  had  an  ambivalent  relationship  to 
 progressives  in  his  native  South  Africa, 
 historically  wary  of  their  revolutionary 
 instincts  and,  more  recently,  savaged  by 
 left-wing  criticism  that  was  tinged  with 
 antisemitic  tropes,  even  as  he  has 
 expressed  some  sympathy  for  their  political 
 beliefs.  It’s  a  set  of  experiences  that  parallel 
 how  the  Jewish  establishment  —  working 
 closely  with  wealthy  donors  like  Kirsh, 
 whose  philanthropy  can  conjure  new 
 campaigns  from  scratch  —  has  approached 
 antisemitism  in  recent  years:  with  an  eye 
 toward  protecting  the  connection  between 
 Jews  and  Israel,  and  wariness  about 
 whether the left can really be trusted. 

 Shine  A  Light’s  organizers  are  currently 
 reviewing  the  December  campaign  and 
 preparing  for  another  one  later  this  year, 
 perhaps  with  some  changes  based  on 
 feedback from members of the coalition. 

 “I  can’t  tell  you  now  what  Shine  a  Light  3.0 
 is,”  Maisel  said  on  the  podcast.  But,  she 
 added,  “The  underpinnings  of  the  point  and 
 the  values  of  Shine  A  Light  are  going  to  stay 
 exactly the same.” 
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 News 

 For this Jewish teen at a Christian 
 school, a Messianic Jewish speaker 

 crossed a line 
 By Adam Kovac 

 When  Aden  Kosoi,  a  Jewish  student  at 
 Oaks  Christian  School,  learned  that  the 
 school  had  invited  a  guest  speaker  to  talk 
 about  Passover  last  year,  he  didn’t  know 
 what  to  expect.  The  day  school,  located  in 
 Westlake  Village,  California,  just  outside  Los 
 Angeles,  did  not  regularly  host  speakers 
 from  other  faiths.  But  Kosoi  was  shocked 
 when  the  speaker  turned  out  to  be  a 
 Messianic  Jew,  preaching  about  the  divinity 
 of Jesus Christ. 

 “He  was  presented  as  a  Jews  for  Jesus 
 type,”  Kosoi  said,  but  his  talk  last  year  also 
 included  a  recitation  of  the  Shema,  the 
 central  declaration  of  Judaism.  “I  feel  like  it 
 was  cultural  appropriation.  I  just  didn’t  like  it 
 whatsoever.” 

 Messianic  Jews,  including  the  group  Jews 
 for  Jesus,  celebrate  Jewish  holidays  but 
 also  believe  in  the  divinity  of  Jesus  Christ,  a 
 teaching  that  Jews  consider  incompatible 
 with  Judaism.  They  offend  many  Jews  for 
 portraying  their  beliefs  as  Jewish,  but  also 
 because they often try to convert them. 

 The  speaker’s  message,  however,  aligned 
 well  with  Oaks  Christian’s.  The  school  on  its 
 website  states  that  it  welcomes 
 non-Christian  students,  but  also  makes 

 clear  that  “No  matter  how  students  arrive  at 
 OCS,  our  hope  is  to  introduce  them  to 
 Jesus  Christ  and  to  encourage  them  to 
 follow Him.” 

 Kosoi’s  experience  raises  questions.  How 
 much  responsibility  does  a  Christian  school 
 have  to  respect  the  beliefs  of  its 
 non-Christians  students?  Kosoi  said  he  was 
 not  only  upset  by  the  speaker,  but  by  the 
 school’s  response  to  his  concerns,  and  felt 
 he  was  treated  as  if  he  was  “going  to  hell.” 
 The  school,  however,  believes  it  treated  him 
 kindly  and  was  simply  delivering  the 
 education it promises. 

 Robert  T.  Black,  the  head  of  school  at  Oaks 
 Christian,  told  the  Forward  in  an  email  that 
 while  he  understands  Kosoi  is  “very 
 uncomfortable  and  upset  with  what  he  views 
 is  ‘my’  judgmentalism,  with  due  respect, 
 he’s  missing  what  I’m  saying  to  him.  What  I 
 am  telling  him  is  not  what  he  needs  to 
 believe,  but  rather  what  OCS  believes  … 
 and teaches at this school.” 

 “We  have  many,  many  students  at  OCS  who 
 are  not  of  the  Christian  faith,  hold  to  other 
 faiths,  or  have  no  faith  relationship,”  Black 
 continued.  “All  are  welcome  here,  however 
 we  try  very  hard  to  make  sure  that  every 
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 student  (and  parent)  knows  who  we  are; 
 what we believe; and where we stand.” 

 Though  the  incident  occurred  last  year, 
 when  Kosoi  was  a  junior,  he  said  he 
 recently  decided  to  post  a  blog  about  it 
 because  he  only  has  a  few  months  left  at 
 Oaks  Christian,  and  wants  Jewish  and 
 non-Christian  prospective  students  to 
 understand  what  his  experience  was  like  at 
 the school. 

 Kosoi  is  speaking  up  at  a  time  when 
 Messianic  Judaism  is  making  headlines. 
 Doug  Mastriano,  the  Republican  in 
 November  who  lost  a  race  for  Pennsylvania 
 governor,  gave  a  spotlight  to  Messianic 
 Jews  at  campaign  events.  A  woman  running 
 to  head  Michigan’s  Republican  Party,  Lena 
 Epstein,  who  once  described  herself  as  a 
 proud  Jew,  now  says  she  is  a  “Jewish 
 Messianic  believer  of  Christ.”  And  The 
 Washington  Post  last  week  raised  questions 
 about  the  religious  background  of  Anna 
 Paulina  Luna,  a  newly  elected  Republican 
 member  of  Congress  from  Florida  who 
 claimed  she  was  raised  as  a  Messianic  Jew 
 by  her  father,  and  that  she  has  some 
 Ashkenazi  Jewish  heritage.  Some  family 
 members said she was raised Catholic. 

 While  there  is  no  definitive  count  of 
 Messianic  Jews  in  the  United  States,  most 
 estimates  put  the  population  at  somewhere 
 between  100,000  and  200,000.  More  than 
 7.5 million people identify as Jewish. 

 ‘They shouldn’t have done that’ 

 Kosoi  told  the  Forward  he  chose  to  go  to 
 Oaks  Christian  because  it’s  one  of  the  few 
 private  schools  in  the  area,  and  provides  a 
 great  education.  The  school,  which  charges 
 about  $40,000  a  year,  according  to  its 
 website,  is  highly  ranked.  Private  School 

 Review  states  that  its  students  perform  in 
 the  top  20%  among  California  private 
 schools  on  the  SAT  and  ACT  tests,  and  that 
 it  offers  a  wide  array  of  extracurriculars  and 
 AP courses. 

 Aden’s  father  Richard  said  the  decision  to 
 send  his  son  to  Oaks  Christian  was  entirely 
 due  to  its  reputation  as  “a  really  excellent 
 school”  and  that  the  family  was  satisfied 
 that,  even  though  it  is  Christian,  the  religion 
 would not be forced on Aden. 

 Kosoi  described  a  curriculum  that  includes 
 twice-weekly  Bible  study.  Students  also  go 
 to  chapel  weekly,  at  which  they  sometimes 
 hear  from  guest  speakers.  It  was  during 
 chapel  on  April  12,  just  before  Passover, 
 that  Rabbi  Jason  Sobel  made  his 
 appearance. 

 “They  just  introduced  him,  then  he  comes 
 up,  he  starts  talking  and  explains  Passover 
 but then introduces Jesus to it,” said Kosoi. 

 On  his  website,  Sobel  writes  that  he  uses 
 “prayer  and  scripture  to  include  ancient 
 Hebrew  and  contemporary  wisdom  informed 
 by  the  Spirit,”  which  allows  his  followers  to 
 “enrich  our  perspective  of  Yeshua  (Jesus), 
 His teachings, and His disciples.” 

 Kosoi  said  he  personally  knows  about 
 seven  other  Jewish  students  at  the  school 
 and  estimates  the  total  Jewish  student  body 
 at  between  15  and  30  out  of  Oaks 
 Christian’s  roughly  1,300  students.  Most 
 who  heard  from  Sobel,  Kosoi  said,  had  little 
 context  in  which  to  understand  Passover  or 
 the  Shema.  He  blamed  school  officials  for 
 blurring  the  distinction  between  Jews  and 
 Messianic  Jews  by  inviting  Sobel  to  speak 
 about the holiday. 
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 “They  shouldn’t  have  done  that.  None  of  the 
 kids understood it whatsoever,” he said. 

 Sobel  did  not  reply  to  a  voicemail  or  email 
 requesting comment. 

 Seeking understanding 

 After  the  talk  concluded,  Kosoi  said  other 
 students  asked  him  how  he  felt  about  it.  He 
 explained  his  dislike  and  texted  his  parents 
 to  tell  them  what  had  happened.  He  also 
 decided  to  write  an  email  to  Black,  outlining 
 his grievance. 

 Kosoi  politely  expressed  his  belief  that  if  the 
 school  wished  to  educate  students  on 
 Passover,  a  Jewish  rabbi  should  have  been 
 invited along with Sobel. 

 “Jews  should  be  given  a  voice  too  and  that 
 unfortunately  wasn’t  done  today,”  he  wrote. 
 “I  love  this  school  and  believe  that  diversity, 
 equity,  and  inclusion  are  important  in  what 
 we do daily.” 

 He soon received a reply. 

 Black  emailed  Kosoi  that  he  had  not  been 
 present  for  Sobel’s  talk  and  that  while  he 
 has  “great  respect”  for  Judaism,  “Our  desire 
 at  Oaks  Christian  is  not  to  present  other 
 religions  as  God’s  redemptive  pathway  back 
 to Him for a fallen people.” 

 “Please  know  that  I  do  not  desire  Oaks 
 Christian  to  serve  as  a  platform  for  other 
 religions  to  have  a  voice,”  Black  continued. 
 “We  are  ‘Oaks  Christian  School’.  These  are 
 the  beliefs  that  we  hold  to  be  true,  and  this 
 is  what  we  teach.  And,  with  all  humility,  this 
 is where we stand.” 

 Kosoi  told  the  Forward  he  felt  Black  did  not 
 address his argument. 

 “He  just  shoots  it  down  and  just  like,  tells 
 me I’m going to hell,” he said. 

 Kosoi  brought  his  concerns  to  the 
 Anti-Defamation  League,  but  Dan  Meisel, 
 regional  director  of  ADL  Santa 
 Barbara/Tri-Counties,  said  that  while  the 
 organization  is  “disappointed  Oaks  Christian 
 presented  a  one-sided  view  of  Passover,  a 
 prominent  Jewish  holiday,  rather  than 
 educating  its  students  about  the  Jewish 
 perspective  in  their  midst  and  in  the  world 
 around  them,”  the  ADL  recognizes  that  “a 
 private  faith-based  school  has  the 
 prerogative  to  determine  its  own 
 curriculum.” 

 Kosoi  told  the  Forward  that  his  decision  to 
 go  public  with  his  grievances  was  fueled  not 
 just  by  the  school’s  decision  to  promote 
 Messianic  Judaism  and  its  response  to  him, 
 which  he  said  he  considered  antisemitic,  but 
 by  other  incidents  in  which  he  felt  Jews 
 were not respected. 

 Among  them  was  a  game  of  water 
 assassins,  which  involves  students 
 competing  with  water  guns,  where  one  of 
 Kosoi’s  fellow  students  named  his  team 
 after  Kanye  West,  following  the  rapper’s 
 highly  public  media  tour  in  which  he  praised 
 Hitler,  denied  the  Holocaust  and  accused 
 Jews  of  a  wide  array  of  conspiracies.  Kosoi 
 said  he  sent  a  direct  message  to  that 
 student  on  Instagram  asking  them  to 
 change  the  name  but  “they  didn’t  ever  reply 
 to me.” 

 Kosoi  said  he  received  a  good  education  at 
 Oaks  Christian,  but  has  decided  it’s  not 
 good  place  for  Jews,  and  would  warn  other 
 Jewish students away. 

 “I  would  tell  them,  learn  from  my  experience 
 and not to go there,” he said. 
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 First Person 

 How a lost (and found) wallet in 
 Jerusalem gave me hope about 

 Israel’s future 
 By Leora Fishman 

 I  realized  I’d  left  my  wallet  in  the  cab  within 
 five  minutes  of  exiting  it,  but  that  didn’t  help 
 much. 

 I  was  in  Israel  for  12  days  last  month  to  see 
 cousins  and  friends,  and  had  spent  the  day 
 in  Tel  Aviv  at  the  wonderful  Anu  Museum  of 
 the  Jewish  People.  This  involved  taking  the 
 bus  from  the  apartment  my  siblings  and  I 
 inherited  in  the  Kiryat  Shmuel  neighborhood 
 of  Jerusalem  to  the  light  rail  station 
 downtown,  then  the  light  rail  to  the  fast  train. 
 This  was  followed  by  a  hike  to  the  museum, 
 three  hours  on  my  feet  looking  at  exhibits, 
 then  reverse  and  repeat.  By  the  time  I  got 
 back  to  Jerusalem,  I  couldn’t  find  the  right 
 bus  stop,  and,  still  suffering  from  jet  lag,  got 
 in a cab when I noticed a free one. 

 The  cabbie  was  chatting  on  his  phone  in 
 Arabic  when  I  got  in.  We  exchanged  a  few 
 words  in  Hebrew  about  where  I  was 
 headed,  and  then  I  fumbled  with  my  old 
 faithful  rose-and-purple  houndstooth  nylon 
 wallet  to  pay  him  with  shekels  left  over  from 
 my  last  trip,  before  the  pandemic.  I  didn’t 
 ask for a receipt. 

 So  when  I  went  to  buy  toilet  paper  at  a  store 
 about  10  feet  from  where  the  cab  dropped 
 me  off,  and  found  the  wallet  missing,  I  had 
 no  way  to  identify  either  cab  company  or 
 driver. 

 Berating  myself  for  my  lapse  in 
 concentration,  I  was  at  first  panicked,  as  I 
 had  only  my  passport  and  phone 
 (thankfully!),  but  no  money.  In  my  wallet  had 
 been  about  $200  and  another  $400  worth  of 
 shekels;  two  credit  cards  (I  immediately 
 canceled  one  and  put  a  temporary  block  on 
 the  other);  my  Massachusetts  driver’s 
 license  and  medical  license  (you  never 
 know  when  this  might  come  in  handy);  and 
 my  health  insurance  card.  Israeli  friends 
 quickly  came  with  some  cash  to  tide  me 
 over,  and  called  every  known  cab  company 
 to ask about a found wallet, without luck. 

 Then,  about  an  hour  later,  I  got  a  text 
 message  from  the  medical  office  outside  of 
 Boston  where  I  had  been  a  family  physician 
 for  22  years  until  my  retirement  at  the  end  of 
 2018.  “There’s  a  man  on  the  phone  saying 
 he  may  have  found  your  wallet,”  the 
 message said. “Are you traveling?” 
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 I  was  flabbergasted,  and  allowed  myself  to 
 be  hopeful,  even  as  Melissa,  the 
 receptionist  at  my  old  office,  whose  parents 
 had  been  my  patients,  warned  me  very 
 solicitously  to  only  meet  with  any  stranger 
 outdoors  in  a  public  place.  Soon,  thanks  to 
 SMS  and  WhatsApp  I  was  on  the  phone 
 with  a  Haredi  Jew  from  New  York  who  lived 
 about  a  25-minute  drive  across  Jerusalem 
 from  the  apartment  my  parents  had  bought 
 a few years after making aliyah in 1972. 

 It  turned  out  that  the  passenger  who  got  into 
 the  cab  after  me  found  my  wallet 
 immediately,  and  was  on  his  way  home  to 
 the  Ma’alot  Dafna  neighborhood,  where  he 
 had  a  neighbor  who  shared  my  last  name. 
 He  brought  the  neighbor  my  wallet,  the 
 cabbie  tagging  along.  The  neighbor, 
 Mordechai  Fishman,  didn’t  know  me  but 
 knew  how  to  use  Google,  and  quickly  dialed 
 the  medical  office  that  popped  up  next  to  my 
 name.  Once  Melissa  checked  that  I  was  OK 
 with  it,  she  gave  the  neighbor  my  number, 
 and  he  reached  out  via  WhatsApp,  then 
 gave  the  cab  driver,  who  insisted  on 
 personally  returning  the  wallet,  my 
 information. 

 When  the  cab  driver  called  to  let  me  know 
 he  had  arrived  at  my  address,  his  name 
 popped  up  as  Mohammed  Issa  N.  I  met  him 
 on  the  street  outside  my  building.  At  first,  he 
 resisted  my  efforts  to  reward  him  for  his 
 time  —  at  least  an  hour  without  a  fare  as  he 
 stuck  close  to  my  wallet  and  the  effort  to  get 
 it back to me — and generosity of spirit. 

 “It  is  the  only  thing  to  do,”  he  explained  in 
 Hebrew.  “I  had  to  do  this.  It  is  the  way  I  want 
 to see the world.” 

 But  I  couldn’t  allow  him  to  leave  without  a 
 gesture  of  my  overwhelming  thanks,  so  I 
 gave  him  200  shekels  —  a  bit  less  than  $60 
 —  from  my  wallet.  As  I  handed  him  the 
 money,  I  said,  in  Hebrew,  “May  Allah  bless 
 you  for  the  kindness  you  showed  me.”  I 
 imagine  the  words  I  used  were  very  similar 
 to those used by our Biblical foreparents. 

 Back  in  my  apartment,  I  texted  with 
 Mordechai  Fishman,  the  intermediary 
 between  me  and  the  cab  driver.  He  had 
 made  aliyah  in  2005  from  a  Haredi  enclave 
 in  Monsey,  New  York,  now  living  in  a  similar 
 neighborhood in Jerusalem. 

 Thankfully,  he  was  involved  enough  in  the 
 outside  world  to  be  willing  and  know  how  to 
 use  technology  to  find  me.  I  expressed  my 
 extreme  gratitude  to  him,  as  well,  and  he 
 responded  that  he  was  happy  to  be  able  to 
 fulfill  the  mitzvah  of  returning  lost  objects.  I 
 later  found  out  that  he  teaches  in  a  yeshiva 
 and  works  in  his  family’s  real  estate 
 business. 

 Only  in  Jerusalem:  An  ultra-Orthodox 
 immigrant  and  a  Palestinian  from  East 
 Jerusalem  collaborating  to  help  a 
 feminist-progressive-Zionist  American 
 tourist  recover  her  wallet,  not  one  thing  out 
 of  place.  Israel’s  national  politics  instill  in  me 
 depression  and  despair.  But  the  kindness 
 and  intrinsic  goodness  of  its  people  remain 
 heartwarming  and  models  for  what  can  and 
 should be the norm. 
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 News 

 ‘I realize now how fragile human 
 life is’: Four Ukrainian Jews reflect 

 on a year at war 
 By Helen Chervitz 

 Nearly  a  year  since  Russia  invaded 
 Ukraine,  life  in  Kyiv  goes  on.  I  hear  people 
 talking  about  drones  and  rockets  — 
 counting  the  ones  Ukraine’s  military 
 managed  to  destroy,  the  ones  that  landed, 
 and the damage they caused. 

 People  have  gotten  used  to  scheduling  their 
 activities  around  power  outages.  “I  don’t  feel 
 any  inconvenience,”  said  a  teacher  at  the 
 gym  where  I  work  out.  “I  accept  that  this  is 
 our  life,  and  we  should  get  on  with  it.  The 
 guys  and  girls  in  the  trenches  suffer  much 
 worse.” 

 I  live  in  the  center  of  Kyiv,  around  the  corner 
 from  the  city’s  main  thoroughfare, 
 Khreschatyk.  The  Russians  are  targeting 
 Ukrainian  power  plants,  so  in  my  apartment 
 I  use  emergency  portable  power  stations 
 and  space  heaters  donated  by  American 
 synagogues;  when  there  is  no  running 
 water, I melt ice from the balcony. 

 I  left  Ukraine  in  1988  with  my  husband  and 
 baby  daughter,  after  enduring  humiliating 
 antisemitism  during  the  Soviet  era.  I’m  an 
 American  citizen,  but  after  decades  in 
 Swampscott,  Massachusetts,  and  10  years 
 in  New  York,  I  followed  my  husband  who 

 decided  to  return  to  Kyiv  for  a  business 
 venture.  We  intended  to  stay  a  year  but  it 
 has  been  a  decade;  when  the  war  broke 
 out, I knew I had to stay. 

 I  am  a  fashion  writer  for  L’Officiel,  but  I  have 
 spent  the  year  chronicling  the  experiences 
 of  myself  and  my  neighbors,  and  especially 
 the  Jewish  community.  As  we  approach  the 
 anniversary  of  the  war’s  beginning,  I  asked 
 four  Ukrainian  Jews  to  reflect  on  what  they 
 have seen and what they have learned. 

 Viktor  Yezapenko,  40,  was  a  realtor  in  Kyiv 
 before  the  war,  and  now  serves  in  the  80th 
 Airborne  Assault  Brigade.  His  wife  and  two 
 daughters,  age  4  and  14,  found  refuge  in 
 Germany  with  the  help  of  Rabbi  Reuven 
 Stamov.  They  spent  most  of  2022  there,  but 
 returned to Kyiv in January. 

 Michael  Arshevsky,  47,  a  lawyer  and  bank 
 manager,  was  wounded  by  shrapnel  in  the 
 first  days  of  the  war  while  volunteering  for 
 the  Ukrainian  army.  He  has  family  in  Israel 
 and  the  United  States,  but  decided  to  stay  in 
 Ukraine,  where  he  spent  six  months  training 
 to  be  a  paramedic  with  United  Hatzalah  of 
 Israel.  He  has  driven  ambulances  to 
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 evacuate  the  wounded  from  the  front  and 
 trained conscripts. 

 “When  I  see  how  many  people  willing  to 
 fight  for  Ukraine  have  absolutely  no  skills 
 and  experience,  I  want  to  cry,  because  I 
 understand  that  they  might  be  killed  in  their 
 very  first  battle,”  Arshevsky  said.  He 
 invoked  a  Talmudic  text  suggesting  that 
 saving a life is akin to saving a whole world. 

 Born  in  Lviv,  Olena  Kolb,  44,  studies  the 
 history  of  Jews  in  Ukraine  and  the  rest  of 
 Eastern  Europe.  Before  the  war,  she  was 
 director  of  education  at  the  Lviv  Old 
 Museum;  organized  more  than  100 
 expeditions  to  Jewish  landmarks  in  Ukraine 
 and  Poland;  and  created  illustrated 
 guidebooks  to  Uman,  the  burial  site  of 
 Nachman  of  Breslov  that  draws  thousands 
 of Jewish pilgrims each fall. 

 She  and  her  husband  are  both  serving  in 
 the  military;  they  have  three  daughters,  age 
 20, 10 and 5. 

 Like  me,  Vadim  Shekman  immigrated  to  the 
 United  States  in  the  late  1980s.  He  ran  a 
 health  care  company  and  began  traveling 
 back  to  Ukraine  over  the  last  decade  to 
 expand  his  business.  He  is  now  53  and 
 CEO  of  Dobrobut,  a  private  medical 
 provider here. 

 Here  are  excerpts  of  their  written  responses 
 to  my  questions,  lightly  edited  for  length  and 
 clarity: 

 What  did  you  not  know  a  year  ago  that 
 you know now? 

 Shekman:  Human  capacity  to  adapt.  People 
 here  adapted  to  war,  missile  attacks,  power 
 blackouts  and  still  keep  on  going  about  their 
 everyday  life.  Life  in  Kyiv  seems  sort  of 

 normal  even  though  to  every  outsider  it  may 
 look crazy. 

 Yezapenko:  Before,  I  had  no  military 
 experience,  but  today  I  am  defending  my 
 land  with  Kalashnikov  and  I  am  ready  to 
 sacrifice  my  life  so  that  my  children  live  in  a 
 free country. 

 I  realize  now  how  fragile  human  life  is.  And  I 
 also  know  that  today  my  faith  in  God  has 
 become  many  times  stronger.  Many  Jews 
 today  believe  that  God  will  one  day  send  a 
 messiah  who  will  lead  the  world  into  an  age 
 of  peace  and  understanding.  On  the 
 battlefield,  and  under  heavy  enemy  fire,  all 
 that keeps me going is FAITH! 

 How  has  your  Jewishness  shaped  your 
 experience through this war? 

 Yezapenko:  I  survived  largely  thanks  to  the 
 community,  my  faith  and  my  rabbi.  I’m 
 wearing  a  kippah  and  I  took  a  siddur  with 
 me to the army. 

 There  are  a  lot  of  Jews  in  Ukraine,  and 
 Russians  hate  them,  like  everything  else 
 that  is  not  Russian.  Therefore,  I  am  here  as 
 a  Jew,  as  a  Ukrainian,  as  a  son,  as  a 
 husband and as a father. 

 Kolb:  As  a  family,  we  light  candles  every 
 Shabbat.  Even  when  our  family  was 
 separated,  we  shared  Shabbat  light  with 
 each  other.  Since  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
 the  Israeli  community  in  Amsterdam  took 
 care  of  our  children  and  helped  them  adjust 
 to  a  different  environment  while  my  husband 
 and  I  stayed  in  Ukraine  to  defend  the 
 country. 

 Shekman:  Seeing  Jewish  light  persevere  is 
 important.  Synagogues  became  not  only 
 places  for  prayers  but  also  shelters  and 
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 sources  of  strength  and  hope.  It  makes  me 
 feel proud. 

 Arshevsky:  Only  being  Jewish  allowed  me 
 to  keep  my  presence  of  mind.  I  remained 
 the  same  Jew  that  I  was,  only  in  military 
 uniform  and  with  weapons.  I  observe 
 Shabbat  and  Jewish  holidays  as  long  as  a 
 military situation allows it. 

 Where  were  you  when  the  war  broke 
 out?  How  long  did  you  think  it  would 
 last? 

 Yezapenko:  My  wife  and  our  eldest 
 daughter  left  on  Feb.  23  to  attend  a  seminar 
 in  the  town  of  Chernivtsi,  organized  by  our 
 Jewish  community.  I  stayed  in  Kyiv  with  our 
 4-year-old  daughter,  Tanya.  At  5  a.m.  on 
 Feb. 24,, I heard deafening explosions. 

 When  I  went  online,  I  saw  a  video  message 
 from  our  president,  Volodymyr  Zelenskyy: 
 WAR has begun in the country. 

 Rabbi  Reuven  Stamov  called  for  everyone 
 to  join  him  in  the  western  part  of  Ukraine. 
 We  quickly  gathered  a  few  belongings, 
 trying  to  remain  calm  under  the  sound  of 
 shelling,  collected  our  pets,  a  dog  and  a  cat, 
 and  got  in  the  car.  For  more  than  five  hours, 
 we  could  not  leave  Kyiv;  we  spent  a  lot  of 
 time searching for gasoline. 

 I  had  my  daughter  in  my  arms  and  I  knew 
 that  I  had  to  keep  her  alive  and  deliver  her 
 to  my  wife.  No  less  important  was  that  we 
 had  a  place  to  go  to,  thanks  to  our  rabbi  and 
 rebbetzin.  It  took  us  22  hours  to  get  to  the 
 destination. 

 I  went  back  to  Kyiv.  I  wanted  to  believe  that 
 in  a  couple  more  days  everything  would  be 
 over.  Unfortunately,  with  each  subsequent 

 news,  we  realized  that  it  was  just  the 
 beginning. 

 Kolb:  On  Wednesday  evening,  there  was  a 
 roar  of  planes  in  the  sky.  It  was  very 
 unusual  and  disturbing.  My  eldest  daughter, 
 who  is  a  student  and  lived  at  the  dorm, 
 called  and  told  us  that  the  Russian  invasion 
 had started. 

 Even  then  we  thought  that  the  aggressors 
 would  retreat  soon.  The  first  week  was  very 
 scary  and  incomprehensible.  Two  months 
 later,  it  became  clear  that  this  was  not  a 
 war,  this  was  a  genocide  of  the  Ukrainian 
 people,  as  it  was  70  years  earlier  the 
 genocide  of  Jews,  simply  for  the  reason  that 
 Ukrainians  dared  to  live  in  their  free  country, 
 not the way their eastern neighbor wants. 

 Shekman:  I  remember  Feb.  24  very  well,  as 
 probably  everyone  who  lives  in  Ukraine 
 does.  At  4  o’clock  in  the  morning,  for  some 
 reason,  I  woke  up  and  saw  a  Ukrainian 
 declaration  of  war,  and  it  immediately 
 became  clear  that  the  world  would  be 
 divided into “before” and “after.” 

 The  embassy  called  me  every  day,  pleading 
 for  me  to  leave  as  they  called  all  U.S. 
 citizens  staying  in  Ukraine.  However,  I  was 
 ready  to  take  the  risk,  like  all  the  people 
 who live here. 

 I  believe  in  Ukraine;  I  believe  in  victory  and 
 did  not  consider  the  option  of  leaving  for 
 myself.  I  am  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
 but  I  am  also  a  Dobrobut  employee. 
 Personal  security  is  a  concern,  but  I  work 
 here with my staff. 

 What  is  the  worst  thing  about  the  past 
 year? 
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 Arshevsky:  Me  being  wounded.  The  death 
 of  people  I  knew  personally.  Mourning  the 
 dead both retrieved and missing. 

 Yezapenko:  When  on  March  5  my  wife  and 
 daughters  got  on  the  bus,  leaving  the 
 country,  it  seemed  to  me  that  my  heart 
 would  break.  Tanya  was  3  years  old;  will 
 she remember me? 

 Men  don’t  cry,  I  didn’t  cry,  I  cheered  my  wife 
 up. Tears and despair came later. 

 The  most  painful  thing  now,  when  I  am  in 
 the  army,  is  witnessing  people  dying.  Every 
 day,  so  many  young  soldiers  give  their  lives 
 for  the  freedom  and  independence  of  our 
 country.  Just  not  so  long  ago  they  had  a  life, 
 plans,  and  future.  It’s  unfathomable  to  clean 
 the  blood  of  your  comrades  from  the 
 uniform after the battle. 

 Kolb:  The  death  of  my  grandmother  and 
 father.  I  clearly  understand  that  they  were 
 devastated  by  the  war  and  they  passed 
 away because of this. 

 Shekman:  Realizing  that  thousands  of  lives 
 are  being  destroyed.  Realizing  that  the 
 world  will  never  be  the  same.  Ever.  From 
 now  on,  we  will  live  in  a  completely  different 
 reality. 

 What is the most hopeful thing? 

 Arshevsky:  Against  many  predictions  that 
 Ukraine  could  not  have  resisted  even  for  a 
 week,  the  country  stands  strong  fighting  for 
 its independence. 

 Kolb:  I  have  great  hopes  because  of  the 
 other  countries’  —  and  the  U.S.  in  particular 
 —  support  for  Ukraine  and  its  armed  forces. 
 Without  this  support,  our  army  would  not  be 
 able to resist. 

 Shekman:  There  are  a  lot  more  virtues  in 
 people  than  I  thought.  So  many  people 
 show  kindness  in  big  things  and  small. 
 People donate, volunteer and help. 

 What  do  you  hope  will  be  a  year  from 
 now? 

 Arshevsky:  I  expect  a  revival,  economic 
 recovery  and  building  a  humane  society.  I 
 firmly  believe  it  will  happen.  I  hope  to  be 
 useful  to  my  country  under  any 
 circumstances. 

 Yezapenko:  A  blossoming  independent 
 country,  transparency  in  the  government, 
 and  that  there  will  be  more  love  among 
 people.  We  forgot  what  it  means  to  be 
 human.  The  war  gave  a  chance  to  see  who 
 is who and to change a lot. 

 Shekman:  Unfortunately,  I  think  Ukraine  will 
 still  be  at  war,  but  I  am  sure  the  victory  will 
 be closer than it is today. 

 My  hospital  has  been  treating  people  and 
 will  continue  doing  so.  I  hope  to  connect 
 with  more  charity  organizations  so  we  can 
 offer  more  care  to  people  who  cannot  afford 
 it  because  of  the  war.  And  we  will  be  deep 
 in  the  process  of  building  a  state-of-the-art 
 rehabilitation center. 

 Considering  how  many  people  will  be  in 
 need  of  recovery  both  psychological  and 
 physical, it is a significant undertaking. 

 Kolb:  In  a  year,  I  want  to  live  with  my 
 husband  and  children  in  a  cozy  and  jolly 
 house,  have  dinners  together,  plan 
 vacations  and,  of  course,  do  what  I  love: 
 draw,  write,  create  new  tour  routes  and 
 participate in Jewish historical expeditions. 
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 Opinion 

 I worked for Jimmy Carter at the White 
 House. He should be remembered as a 

 champion of the Jewish people 
 By Stuart Eizenstat 

 No  American  President  has  done  more  to 
 advance  the  security  of  the  state  of  Israel, 
 champion  the  rights  of  the  Jewish  people 
 around  the  world,  memorialize  the  victims  of 
 the  Holocaust  and  honor  its  survivors,  and 
 embody  the  Jewish  tradition  of  tikkun  olam, 
 repairing  the  world,  than  Jimmy  Carter,  a 
 devout  Southern  Baptist  from  the  tiny 
 hamlet of Plains, Georgia. 

 And  none  were  less  rewarded  politically  by 
 the  American  Jewish  community  for  doing 
 so. 

 I  spent  tens  of  thousands  of  hours  working 
 closely  with  Carter  as  policy  director  in  both 
 his  1970  Georgia  gubernatorial  campaign 
 and  1976  presidential  race,  as  his  chief 
 White  House  domestic  policy  adviser  from 
 1977-1981,  and  as  a  friend  and  adviser  in 
 his post-presidency. 

 One  of  his  early  acts  as  president,  fulfilling  a 
 campaign  promise,  was  empowering  me  to 
 mediate  the  negotiations  between  major 
 Jewish  organizations  and  the  American 
 business  community  to  find  a  solution  to  the 
 Arab  boycott  of  American  corporations  who 
 wished  to  do  business  with  Israel.  At  the 
 time,  the  Jewish  community  sought  to  make 
 it  illegal  for  American  firms  to  participate  in 
 the  Arab  boycott  of  Israel;  that  is  what 
 Carter  promised  to  do  in  the  presidential 

 campaign  and  what  he  supported  as 
 president. 

 The  result  of  these  negotiations  was  the 
 Israel  Anti-Arab  Boycott  Act  of  1977,  which 
 prohibited  American  companies  from 
 cooperating  with  the  Arab  boycott  by 
 refusing  to  do  business  with  Israel.  This  act 
 measurably  strengthened  the  Israeli 
 economy  by  leading  to  more  American  trade 
 and  investment  in  Israel,  and  to  decreased 
 enforcement  of  the  Arab  boycott  over  time. 
 In  his  signing  statement,  Carter  called  this  a 
 “moral  issue  from  which  we  should  not 
 shrink.” 

 Carter  was  also  the  father  of  the  U.S. 
 Holocaust  Memorial  Museum.  He  created 
 the  Presidential  Commission  on  the 
 Holocaust  chaired  by  Elie  Wiesel  (at  my 
 recommendation),  accepting  their 
 recommendation  for  a  museum,  and 
 obtaining unanimous congressional support. 

 Remembering  the  lessons  of  the  Holocaust, 
 when  American  doors  were  largely  shut  to 
 fleeing  Jewish  refugees,  Carter  created  a 
 special  visa  category  to  permit  tens  of 
 thousands  of  Iranian  Jews  fleeing  the 
 radical  Iranian  revolution  to  enter  safety  in 
 the  U.S.  And  he  lit  the  first  Hanukkah 
 menorah  in  Lafayette  Park  on  Dec.  17, 
 1979,  with  Chabad  Rabbi  Abraham 
 Shemtov,  my  late  wife  Fran  and  my  sons 
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 Jay  and  Brian,  an  experience  which  began 
 a  tradition  of  worldwide  public  lighting  of 
 Hanukkah  menorahs  sponsored  by  Chabad. 
 I  participated  in  lighting  one  this  past 
 Hanukkah  on  the  beach  at  the  Turks  and 
 Cacos. 

 Carter  also  applied  his  human  rights  policy 
 to  champion  the  emigration  of  Jews  from 
 the  Soviet  Union,  leading  to  doubling  of  their 
 number  up  to  50,000  annually,  before  the 
 Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. 

 Despite  his  reputation  by  some  in  the 
 American  Jewish  community  to  the  contrary, 
 Carter  was  also  a  strong  supporter  of  Israel, 
 and  made  Middle  East  peace  his  top  foreign 
 policy  priority.  His  support  for  the  Jewish 
 state  flowed  directly  from  his  Baptist  roots. 
 As  he  told  me,  ”I  had  a  strong  religious 
 motivation  to  try  to  bring  peace  to  what  I  call 
 the  Holy  Land,”  which  he  had  first  visited  as 
 Georgia  governor  in  1973.  His  first  foreign 
 visitor  as  president  was  Israeli  Prime 
 Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 

 There  were  also,  of  course,  pressing 
 geopolitical  imperatives  calling  Carter  to  act. 
 Egyptian  President  Anwar  Sadat  had 
 recently  broken  with  the  Soviet  Union  and 
 cast  his  lot  with  the  United  States.  Bringing 
 peace  to  the  region  by  brokering  the  return 
 of  the  Egyptian  Sinai  to  Egypt  in  return  for 
 peace  with  Israel  would  strengthen  the  U.S. 
 during  the  Cold  War  by  enhancing  American 
 influence.  Moreover,  the  partial 
 disengagements  between  Egypt  and  Israel, 
 and  Syria  and  Israel,  negotiated  by 
 Secretary  of  State  Henry  Kissinger  in  1974 
 and 1975, had run their course. 

 Carter  overshot  the  mark  at  the  outset.  He 
 tried  to  revive  the  Geneva  Conference 
 cosponsored  with  the  Soviet  Union,  which 
 Kissinger  had  unsuccessfully  launched,  with 
 all  the  Arab  states  to  reach  a 
 comprehensive  peace  plan  with  all  of 
 Israel’s Arab enemies. 

 Israel  was  outraged  that  they  would  be 
 outnumbered.  At  a  tense,  all-night 
 negotiation  with  Israeli  Foreign  Minister 
 Moshe  Dayan  at  the  U.N.  Plaza  Hotel, 
 Carter  was  forced  to  back  off.  Sadat  was 
 also  opposed,  fearing  his  Arab  neighbors 
 would  block  his  goal  of  the  return  of  the 
 Egyptian  Sinai.  This  abortive  conference 
 was  a  key  reason  Sadat  made  his  historic 
 Nov.  19,  1977  trip  to  Israel,  pledging,  “No 
 more  wars.”  Carter  initially  had  qualms 
 about  Sadat’s  initiative,  believing  it  would 
 undermine  a  comprehensive  peace  and 
 lead  only  to  a  bilateral  agreement.  But  he 
 quickly  embraced  it.  I  became  the  official 
 back  channel  to  the  Israeli  Ambassador  to 
 the US. 

 Months  of  negotiations  between  Egypt  and 
 Israel  failed  to  produce  a  breakthrough. 
 Over  the  objection  of  his  advisers,  who 
 believed  it  would  fail,  President  Carter 
 invited  Begin  and  Sadat  to  the  presidential 
 retreat at Camp David, away from the press. 

 This  time,  Carter  did  everything  possible  to 
 create  a  positive  atmosphere.  Carter  had  a 
 kosher  Shabbat  dinner  with  the  Israeli 
 delegation.  He  took  the  two  leaders  in  his 
 presidential  limousine  to  the  Gettysburg 
 battlefield  to  remind  them  of  the  futility  of 
 more  wars.  Begin  was  so  moved  he  recited, 
 verbatim,  Lincoln’s  Gettysburg  Address.  But 
 the  relationship  between  Begin  and  Sadat 
 was  so  poisonous  at  their  initial  meeting  on 
 the  first  day  that  they  never  negotiated 
 together  again.  While  Sadat  entrusted 
 Carter  with  negotiating  the  best  deal  he 
 could  for  Egypt,  Begin,  Israel’s  first  Likud 
 prime  minister,  who  believed  that  Israel  was 
 entitled  to  all  the  land  from  the 
 Mediterranean  Sea  to  the  Jordan  River,  was 
 a tough negotiator. 

 For  13  days  and  nights,  in  what  was  the 
 greatest  act  of  presidential  diplomacy  in 
 American  history,  Carter  drafted  23  peace 
 agreements.  He  went  around  Begin  to 
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 negotiate  with  Dayan,  Defense  Minister 
 Ezer  Weizman,  and  most  importantly,  legal 
 adviser  and  future  Israeli  Supreme  Court 
 Justice  Aharon  Barak,  and  Sadat’s  senior 
 adviser, Osama El-Baz. 

 But  on  the  last  Sunday,  they  were  still  stuck 
 over  the  status  of  Jerusalem.  Begin  told 
 Carter  his  bags  were  packed  —  he  could 
 compromise  no  more.  Carter,  desperate  that 
 Sadat  not  go  home  empty-handed  after  his 
 courageous  trip  to  Jerusalem,  autographed 
 personalized  copies  of  a  photograph  of  the 
 three  leaders  to  each  of  Begin’s 
 grandchildren  and  walked  them  over  to 
 Begin  in  his  cabin.  He  saw  Begin’s  eyes 
 tear  and  lips  quiver;  he  put  down  his  bags 
 and completed the Camp David Accords. 

 But  most  have  forgotten  that  the  Accords 
 provided  only  a  framework  for  peace,  not  a 
 final  agreement.  After  six  months  of  fruitless 
 negotiations,  Egypt  and  Israel  failed  to 
 convert  Camp  David  into  a  legally  binding 
 treaty.  Again,  over  the  objection  of  his 
 advisers,  Carter  traveled  to  the  region.  And 
 after  three  days  of  nonstop,  all-night  shuttle 
 diplomacy,  they  produced  the  treaty, 
 bringing  Israel  peace  with  its  most  powerful 
 Arab enemy. 

 For  Carter,  there  was  one  unfinished  piece 
 to  the  treaty:  the  Palestinians.  As  early  as 
 March  1977,  he  had  called  for  a  “Palestinian 
 homeland”  (not  a  state).  He  told  me  he  saw 
 Palestinians  as  akin  to  the  Black  population 
 of  the  South,  whose  discrimination  he  had 
 witnessed  firsthand.  At  Camp  David,  Israel 
 agreed  to  “full  autonomy”  for  the 
 Palestinians.  Carter  entrusted  Sol  Linowitz 
 —  a  Special  Representative  for  Middle  East 
 Peace  Negotiations  —  to  negotiate  the 
 details,  but  this  was  lost  along  with  his 
 reelection. 

 With  all  of  these  accomplishments,  Carter 
 got  the  lowest  percentage  of  Jewish  votes 
 of  any  modern  Democratic  candidate:  45% 

 in  1980,  down  from  over  70%  in  1976.  At 
 Camp  David,  Carter  had  promised  Begin 
 not  to  support  any  U.N.  resolution  dealing 
 with the status of Jerusalem. 

 Arab-sponsored  U.N.  Resolution  465 
 referred  to  Jerusalem  as  “occupied  territory” 
 and  condemned  Israeli  settlements.  He 
 ordered  his  U.N.  ambassador,  Donald 
 McHenry,  not  to  support  any  resolution 
 condemning  Israeli  control  of  Jerusalem. 
 Through  a  miscommunication,  McHenry  got 
 some  but  not  all  references  to  Jerusalem 
 removed  and  supported  the  resolution, 
 which passed on March 1, 1980. 

 While  Carter  quickly  disavowed  the 
 resolution,  the  damage  was  done.  This 
 caused  the  bottom  to  drop  out  of  his  Jewish 
 support  just  before  the  New  York  primary 
 against Sen. Ted Kennedy. 

 Long  after  his  presidency,  he  got  into  hot 
 water  with  the  American  Jewish  community 
 —  and  with  me  —  over  his  controversial 
 2006 book Palestine: Peace Not Apartheid. 

 I  urged  him  to  change  the  title,  and  added 
 that  Israel’s  settlement  policy  on  the  West 
 Bank,  however  problematic,  was  not 
 apartheid.  Later,  former  Israeli  prime 
 ministers  Ehud  Barak  and  Ehud  Olmert, 
 issued  the  same  “apartheid”  warning  if  a 
 two-state solution could not be found. 

 Carter’s  post-presidency  period  was 
 especially  marked  by  good  deeds  in  the 
 Jewish  tradition.  He  built  scores  of  homes 
 for  Habitat  for  Humanity,  and  created  the 
 Carter  Center,  which  has  monitored  over 
 100  elections  around  the  world  and  ended 
 the  scourge  of  two  African  diseases,  guinea 
 worm and river blindness. 

 Jimmy  Carter  is  a  great  and  good  man  and 
 a  dear  friend,  who  as  president  and  in  his 
 post-presidency  has  done  much  to  make 
 America  a  better  country,  Israel  a  stronger 
 nation and the world a better place. 
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 Opinion 

 Was I wrong about antisemitism? 
 By Rob Eshman 

 I  was  in  the  green  room,  about  to  speak  to 
 an  audience  of  some  200  people  about 
 antisemitism,  when  the  news  made  a  fool 
 out of me. 

 I  opened  my  email  app  and  read  that  police 
 had  caught  the  gunman  who  shot  two 
 Jewish  men  as  they  were  leaving  their 
 synagogues  in  Los  Angeles’  Pico-Robertson 
 neighborhood. 

 I  was  about  to  go  on  stage  and  present  a 
 cool,  objective  argument  against  the 
 overhyping  of  antisemitism  in  American 
 Jewish  life.  But  the  breaking  news  made  me 
 want to rip up my remarks. 

 What  I  had  planned  to  say  was  a  version  of 
 what  I’ve  written  on  this  site  over  the  past 
 several  months:  While  the  increase  in 
 violent  antisemitic  attacks  over  the  past  five 
 years  is  worrisome,  American  Jews  needn’t 
 panic.  We  are  embraced  by  the  larger 
 society;  government  and  law  enforcement 
 stands  by  our  side;  and  physical  attacks, 
 while traumatizing, are rare. 

 All  of  that  I  could  support  with  evidence.  But 
 what  I  couldn’t  do,  given  the  news,  was  say 
 any of it with a straight face. 

 The  Forward  broke  the  news  of  the 
 shootings  on  Feb.  15  and  16.  A  day  later, 
 police  took  28-year-old  Jaime  Thanh  Tran 

 into  custody.  In  2022,  Tran  had  dropped  out 
 of  UCLA  School  of  Dentistry  and  had  sent 
 numerous  hateful  texts  to  a  former 
 classmate,  including,  “Kill  yourself  you  Jew” 
 and “Someone is going to kill you, Jew.” 

 He  focused  his  hate  on  Persian  Jews, 
 sending  a  mass  email  that  called  them 
 “primitive” and “ugly.” 

 On  Feb.  15,  Tran  searched  Yelp  for  kosher 
 stores,  then  headed  to  the  heavily  Orthodox 
 neighborhood  of  Pico-Robertson.  That 
 afternoon,  he  shot  a  47-year-old  Persian 
 Jewish  man  who  was  leaving  a  prayer 
 service  wearing  a  kippah  (Tran  told  police 
 he was looking for Jews with “head gear”). 

 The  next  morning,  he  shot  Guy  Taieb,  73, 
 an  Orthodox  French  Moroccan  Jew,  as  he 
 left morning services. 

 “He  was  looking  for  Jewish  people  for  sure,” 
 Taieb told the Forward’s Louis Keene. 

 In  my  speech,  I  was  going  to  point  out  that 
 violent  attacks  are  rare  —  and  they  are.  But 
 when  they  happen,  twice,  in  the  same 
 neighborhood, it sure doesn’t feel that way. 

 I  also  underestimated  how  much  real-world 
 damage  even  one  piece  of  antisemitic 
 propaganda can cause. 
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 I  had  planned  to  criticize  what  I  saw  as  the 
 massive  overreaction  to  fliers  put  out  by  an 
 antisemitic  group  calling  itself  the  “Goyim 
 Defense  League,”  which  the 
 Anti-Defamation  League  assesses  as 
 having  no  more  than  a  few  dozen  active 
 members. 

 To  quote  myself:  “The  coverage  these 
 bigots  receive  is  far  out  of  proportion  to  their 
 size,  but  the  fear  that  coverage  engenders 
 is real.” 

 But  it  turns  out  that  the  shooter  was  among 
 their  readers.  He  had  sent  an  email  to 
 classmates  saying  “Persian/Iranian  Jews  of 
 the  Class  of  2020  made  up  a  fake,  b.s. 
 disease,”  and  included  images  from  a 
 Goyim  Defense  League  flier  accusing  Jews 
 of creating COVID-19. 

 I  underestimated  how  much  damage  even 
 one piece of antisemitic propaganda can do. 

 I  underestimated  the  gnawing  fear  that 
 comes  from  living  in  a  particularly  Jewish 
 neighborhood,  whether  Crown  Heights  or 
 Pico-Robertson,  which  presents  a  far  easier 
 target for antisemites. 

 I  also  underestimated  the  way  non-Ashkenzi 
 Jews  can  feel  especially  vulnerable: 
 targeted  by  an  America  that  still  judges 
 people  by  skin  tone,  and  too  often 
 marginalized in their own faith community. 

 On  Twitter,  Keene  pointed  out  that,  at  a  Feb. 
 21  community  gathering  in  the  wake  of  the 
 attacks,  none  of  the  three  Jewish  communal 
 speakers  who  addressed  the  400  attendees 
 was  a  member  of  LA’s  Iranian  Jewish 
 community. 

 “Goodness  I  wish  that  didn’t  surprise  me  so 
 much,”  tweeted  Rachel  Sumekh,  the 
 Persian  Jewish  founder  of  Swipe  Out 
 Hunger.  “Experiencing  racism,  erasure  and 
 microaggressions  have  become  norms  for 
 Persian  Jews  in  the  greater  Jewish 
 community  and  the  community  is  not  even 
 trying  to  address  it.  But  please,  tell  us  how 
 you love our crispy rice.” 

 The  LA  attack,  like  every  attack,  act  of 
 vandalism  or  nasty  celebrity  tweet,  forced 
 me  to  ask  myself  whether  I’m  being  naive, 
 whether  I’m  the  frog  placed  in  cold  water 
 who  doesn’t  realize  the  water  is  being 
 slowly raised to a boil. 

 “You’re  the  frog,”  a  man  in  the  back  of  the 
 ballroom said back at me. 

 And  yet,  at  the  same  Feb.  21  communal 
 event,  the  Chief  of  Police,  LA  County 
 Sheriff,  a  City  Council  Representative  and 
 even  the  mayor  of  Los  Angeles  all  came  to 
 express  solidarity  and  make  concrete 
 proposals  for  how  to  make  the  Jewish 
 community safer. 

 Bass  called  for  more  police  patrols  in 
 Jewish  neighborhoods  and  more  Jewish 
 police,  and  received,  according  to  Keene, 
 the biggest applause of the evening. 

 Of  course,  that  meeting  with  city  leaders 
 happened  after  my  speech.  The  statistics 
 still  support  my  arguments,  and  we  can  take 
 solace  in  the  fact  that  we  are  far  from  alone 
 in  the  fight.  Though  when  violent  attacks  on 
 Jews  hit  so  close  to  home,  it  certainly 
 doesn’t feel that way. 
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