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News

In race rife with antisemitism, Josh
Shapiro becomes Pennsylvania’s

next governor
By Jacob Kornbluh

Josh Shapiro seemed unfazed by the
round-the-clock rigors of politics in the final
days of the most consequential race of his
career. On the campaign trail in Northeast
Philadelphia Saturday night, he posed for
selfies with partygoers at the Golden Gates
restaurant and schmoozed with a Hasidic
rabbi.

Hours earlier, Shapiro had shared the stage
at a campaign event with both President
Joe Biden and former President Barack
Obama — a stark symbol of the importance
of Shapiro’s race to the Democratic party.

Shapiro’s resounding victory in the race for
governor against his Republican rival, State
Sen. Doug Mastriano — a Christian
nationalist who has repeated antisemitic
tropes on the campaign trail — is good
news for the Democrats. But his fight is far
from over. Former President Donald Trump
on Tuesday already seemed to cast doubt
on the legitimacy of the results. And in a
new poll of Jewish voters, the “future of
democracy” was among their top concerns.

“While we won this race, and winning
convincingly, I want you to know that the job
is not done,” Shapiro said in his victory
speech. “The task is not complete. Tonight
is a beginning, not the end of the journey.”

The gubernatorial battle between Shapiro,
Pennsylvania’s Jewish attorney general,
and Mastriano, a leader of the “Stop the
Steal” movement that aimed to overturn the
results of the 2020 presidential election,
was one of the most closely watched races
in the country, largely because of concerns
over the consequences of having Mastriano
oversee a key battleground state’s election
system in 2024.

In the end, Mastriano appeared not to
benefit from Republicans who came out to
vote in the state’s closer Senate contest,
which pitted Dr. Mehmet Oz, the celebrity
television physician backed by Trump,
against John Fetterman, the state’s
lieutenant governor. Fetterman was
announced the winner early Wednesday
morning, flipping a Republican seat.
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Many Jewish Republicans indicated they
would split their ballot, voting for Oz in the
senate race and Shapiro, the Democrat, for
governor. “I plan to cross the aisle and vote
for Shapiro for two reasons,” Joe Albert, a
retired lieutenant colonel in the U.S. Army
and a registered Republican, told the
Jewish News Syndicate. “For one, I think
Mastriano is a whack job. And Shapiro is
Jewish.”

Shapiro embraced his Judaism on
campaign trail

Pundits expect Shapiro to be an influential
voice in the Democratic party in the coming
years. His polished style of campaigning,
moderate views, lack of political baggage,
strong support for union workers and status
as head of a swing state also have people
talking about him as a potential future
president — potentially the first Jewish one,
after Sen. Bernie Sanders sought and failed
to claim that title in the 2016 and 2020
primaries.

Jews comprise an estimated 3% of the
Pennsylvania electorate. Rabbi Solomon
Isaacson, who is the founder of
Congregation Beth Solomon and known as
the Grand Rebbe of Philadelphia, told the
Forward on Saturday night that he
supported Shapiro and that “it would be a
sin” for the Jewish community “not to take
advantage of such an individual and make
him governor.”

Based on the results, it appears voters
heeded that call.

Shapiro, 49, proudly embraced his Judaism
long before Mastriano’s open association

with far-right and antisemitic groups became
an issue in the campaign. He first rose to
national attention in the aftermath of the
2020 election, appearing on cable news
with a menorah featuring the late Supreme
Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg over his
shoulder.

At age 6, Shapiro became involved in the
movement to free Soviet Jews through his
synagogue, Beth Sholom Congregation in
Elkins Park, and the Forman Hebrew Day
School. He went to Akiba Hebrew Academy,
now known as Jack M. Barrack Hebrew
Academy, also the alma mater of CNN host
Jake Tapper. There he witnessed his first
and only election loss, losing a bid for
school president.

After graduating from the University of
Rochester, where he was the first freshman
student body president, Shapiro moved to
Washington, D.C., to work as an aide to the
late Sen. Carl Levin of Michigan, and later
as an adviser to Rep. Peter Deutsch of
Florida — both Jewish Democrats.

“My faith is what has guided me into a life of
service,” Shapiro said in an interview earlier
this year. “I have a responsibility to get off
the sidelines, get in the game and do my
part.”

Shapiro, a practicing Conservative Jew who
keeps kosher, featured challahs baked by
his wife Lori in his campaign launch video.
He proposed to her in 1997, under the
19th-century Montefiore Windmill in the
Yemin Moshe neighborhood of Jerusalem.
Shapiro cleared his busy schedule
throughout the campaign to be home for
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Friday night dinner with his family, which
includes his four kids and his parents and
in-laws. He described it as “wonderfully
chaotic as most Shabbat dinner tables are.”

Shapiro wears a red string around his wrist
— a symbol from the Tomb of Rachel that
many Jews believe serves as protection
from the evil eye — that his daughter picked
up when she visited the Western Wall this
summer.

The first Jewish governor in the history of
Pennsylvania, who later ran for president,
also bore the last name Shapiro. Milton
Jerrold Shapp, who served from 1971 to
1979, changed his surname because he
was worried about facing antisemitism.

Former Pennsylvania Gov. Ed Rendell, a
Democrat who is also Jewish, told Politico
that Shapiro’s focus on his Judaism is
“pretty unique” and effective. Jill Zipin, chair
of the Democratic Jewish Outreach
Pennsylvania, described Shapiro as
someone who lives by Jewish values, “not
just miming the words he’s saying, but with
real compassion and value and honesty.”

Mastriano embraced Messianic Judaism,
antisemitic tropes

Mastriano, a 58-year-old retired military
officer, conducted a campaign marred by
divisive rhetoric and his association with
antisemites and conspiracy theorists.

Mastriano attended the march on the U.S.
Capitol on Jan. 6 and later positively
compared that day’s riot to the 1933
Reichstag fire. He likened Democratic
gun-control proposals to Nazi policies and

referred to abortion as a “barbaric
holocaust.” He launched his campaign with
a shofar blast courtesy of a man named
“Pastor Don,” who wore a Lion of Judah
Messianic prayer scarf. He made his final
pitch on Monday with a Messianic rabbi and
a woman who played a tribute to the tune of
“If I Were a Rich Man“ from “Fiddler on the
Roof.”

During the GOP primary, Mastriano paid
Gab, a social media platform for far-right
extremists and an echo chamber for
antisemitic tropes, a $5,000 consulting fee.
Mastriano eventually denounced
antisemitism after facing mounting pressure
from Republican and Democratic Jewish
groups.

Mastriano doubled down on his extreme
views throughout the campaign. He
welcomed support from Gab’s founder,
Andrew Torba, who frequently publishes
antisemitic posts, and he attacked Shapiro
for sending his kids to a “privileged,
exclusive, elite” Jewish day school.
Responding to critics, he pointed to support
from Messianic Jews. His wife, Rebecca,
recently attracted criticism for saying that
“we probably love Israel more than a lot of
Jews do.”

Shapiro highlighted Mastriano’s association
with Gab in TV ads and said it was the first
time in his political career that he felt the
existential threat that his opponent
presented.
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Sports

Ryan Turell makes basketball
history in pro debut: The first

Orthodox Jewish player on the court
By Louis Keene

Orthodox Jewish basketball fans tasted
glory Monday night when Ryan Turell, the
6-foot-7 shomer Shabbat forward from
Valley Village, California, made his
professional debut with the Detroit Pistons’
minor-league team.

Turell, who wore a blue yarmulke
emblazoned with the franchise’s logo,
entered to an ovation for the final 3:40 of the
home game, which his team, the Motor City
Cruise, was then losing by 25. But Turell,
who, if he graduates from the minor leagues
will be the first Orthodox Jew in the NBA,
still managed to showcase his hustle,
personality and ability to create his own shot
— even if the only one he took last night
missed.

Turell’s standout moment came with less
than 3 minutes left to play and the Cruise on
defense, when one of his teammates poked
the ball loose. Turell dove on the floor to
recover it, then hoisted it backward over his
head toward a sprinting teammate, who
made an easy dunk off the pass.

But perhaps the most telling moment in
Turell’s debut came during a break in play
after he took to the court, when the game
announcer reflected on what his debut
meant.

“For everybody here, for every young man,
young woman of that faith, seeing Ryan
perform out on the court, they’re thinking, ‘If

he can do it, why the heck can’t I?’” the
announcer said. “This is a really inspiring
thing for a lot of people here.”

Turell declared for the NBA draft after
leading the country in collegiate scoring at
Yeshiva University, an Orthodox Jewish
university that attracted national attention in
2021 after its Division III basketball team
won 50 games in a row.

He went unselected by the NBA in June, but
in October the Cruise picked him 27th
overall in the NBA G League draft.

Turell has said that his new employer has
generously accommodated his religious
observance. The Cruise stayed at a hotel a
short walk from the site of their Friday night
opener in Cleveland, and because Turell
would be staying behind the next day when
the team returned to Detroit, provided him
with four kosher meals and a hot plate — in
addition to arranging a separate ride home.

Turell told ESPN in March that if he was
drafted by an NBA league he would play on
the Sabbath, but would walk to games and
practices scheduled for Shabbat and
otherwise continue to observe the laws of
the Jewish day of rest.

“Being the first Orthodox Jew in the NBA
would mean the world to me, and a dream
come true, God willing,” he said. “But, just
as importantly, it would mean the world to
others that never saw this as a possibility.”
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Theater

Two very Jewish stories, separated
by more than 3,000 years

By Mervyn Rothstein

“The older I get, the more Jewish I get,” the
longtime television producer, comedy writer
and, in his more recent years, playwright
Ed. Weinberger said. “I do not practice
Judaism in any way, except that I am a Jew
and know that I am a Jew, and I root for
Jews. Obviously, either in embracing it or
escaping from it, you’re always a Jew.”

Weinberger (the punctuation after Ed is
correct, but more about that later) has called
on his Jewish heritage to create an evening
of theater — two one-act plays, with the title
“Two Jews,Talking.” Each play features two
different Jews, all senior citizens, who, well,
talk. The plays take place 3,557 years apart.

The first is set on a late Tuesday afternoon
in 1505 B.C.E. in the Sinai desert as the
freed Jews follow Moses from Egypt to the
Promised Land. The second is set now, on
a summer afternoon on Long Island.

Starring show-biz veterans

The plays star two show-business veterans,
both Jewish — Hal Linden and Bernie
Kopell. Linden, 91, is best known for his
seven years as police precinct captain
“Barney Miller” on TV. He won a Tony Award
as best actor in a musical in 1971 for “The

Rothschilds.” Kopell, 89, portrayed Dr.
Adam Bricker on “The Love Boat” and has
appeared on more than 100 TV series. The
Obie-winning director is Dan Wackerman,
the artistic director of the Peccadillo Theater
Company in New York City. Previews begin
Aug. 20, with opening night Aug. 28
off-Broadway at the Theatre at St.
Clement’s.

Among his many television credits,
Weinberger wrote and was a producer for
“The Mary Tyler Moore Show,” and was a
co-creator of “Taxi” and “The Cosby Show.”
In his more than half-century career, he has
won three Golden Globes, a Peabody and
nine Emmys. He wrote for the comedians
Dick Gregory, Richard Pryor, Johnny
Carson and Bob Hope. In recent years,
Weinberger penned the one-man play “A
Man and His Prostate,” which dealt with his
own serious medical adventures and starred
Ed Asner.

Weinberger is listed on Wikipedia as 77.
“I’m older than that,” he said, on the phone
from the West Coast. “But let’s leave that
go.Whatever they say I am. But I’m old.”
(Another web source would place him in his
mid-80s.)
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An affirmation of Judaism

His new plays are comedies, but they are
about much more than laughter. They are in
a sense an affirmation of Judaism, with the
second play, the one set on Long Island,
especially gradually taking on a more
serious, emotionally moving tone. It’s about
Judaism and the nature of being Jewish.
And the presence or absence of God. And
belief. And belief in the face of death and
disappointment. And prayer.

“I set out really to make an entertainment,”
Weinberger said. “To entertain — that’s
been my business. If you’re not doing that,
then everything else doesn’t mean anything,
at least in my little world. But when I wrote
the second play I just wanted to see what
would happen if I could write about two
Jews and just have them talk about
anything at all that occurred to them, and
then see how far to the edge they could go.”

“I wondered how far I could go and still
make it entertaining. As I wrote I didn’t know
where [the two men] were. And as I got
further in, I thought, this can’t just be about
them on a park bench on Central Park West
in the 70s, where I used to live. It had to be
something more. And I discovered where
they were — which we’re not going to talk
about, because I want that to be a reveal —
but I didn’t know that until I was toward the
end. I said to myself, I have to make this
more interesting. I have to give this a little
depth. I have to make this about something
rather than simply have them go from health
to sex to marriage to life — to give it a little
bit more meaning.”

From the comic to the dramatic

He took a Shakespeare course in college,
and he remembers seeing how the Bard
would switch effortlessly from comedy to
drama. “I always love the juxtaposition of
going from comedy to — I don’t want to call
it tragedy [in my play] because I don’t think
it’s tragedy, but going from the comic to the
dramatic,” and showing “that they can exist
together, that an audience will follow you if
it’s set up and done correctly.”

He ponders for a moment. “I don’t want to
say this is dramatic, but at least we reach
another tone altogether.”

The novelist Anthony Marra has said that
“comedy has always felt like the most
eloquent expression of absurdity, a natural
reaction to darkness.” Weinberger agrees.

“I don’t have that eloquence,” he said, “but I
certainly would nod yes. It’s a very articulate
way, a very literate way of putting it. That
would certainly be one definition. I think
comedy is always best if it’s about
something that’s important. It’s always easy
to get laughs about certain subjects, and
certain jokes will trigger laughs from an
audience. But if you can do something
besides that, it makes the work at least for
me more important.” It gives the work more
“resonance or  relevance.”

Tracing his love of comedy

Weinberger grew up in Philadelphia, and
traces his love of comedy to early
childhood. “It goes back to when I was 6 or
7 years old,” he said, “when I either got my
first laugh or I heard somebody laugh at

Get the latest at Forward.com Page 7

https://www.forward.com


something somebody said. And I said, I like
that feeling. You’re getting love. You’re
getting approval.”

“I remember always being attracted to
comedy. My parents would go to nightclubs
and take me — I was an only child —at 12
or 13 years old. And there were comedians
there. I was always interested in jokes and
comedians.”

But in college, he wanted to be a poet. “I
had other aspirations and pretensions. I
sent in poems to The New Yorker, and they
were quickly rejected or slowly rejected. I
wanted to be a professor at Columbia,
where I went to school. That wasn’t going to
likely happen.” So he left college and began
writing comedy.

Where religion fits in

As a child, he was religious. “At a certain
point, I became less observant. At one time,
around my bar mitzvah years, I was very
involved with Judaism. I went to synagogue
to pray, I was bar mitzvahed, I went to
Hebrew school and all that.”

His father “spent a lot of time at synagogue,
in terms of men’s activities, the men’s club.
That was a very important part of his life. It’s
not like he did tefillin.”

“As I grew older, as I went to college and
went to Hollywood, I was not observant.
When I had my family and my sons, I
wanted them to be bar mitzvahed, and I
returned to the synagogue, mostly for them.
I wanted them to have the same experience
that I had, the cultural experience, the

feeling, the awareness that they were Jews,
and what that meant.”

That period after the Ed.

And that punctuation in his given name?
“That’s an affectation I’m stuck with,” he
said. “My name is Edwin. And I grew up in
a neighborhood in Philadelphia where there
were no Edwins. So I was Ed or Eddie for a
while. And when I did my homework — this
goes back to the sixth grade — I put E D,
and since I was abbreviating, I put a dot
after it because that’s what I thought you did
with a name, the same way you abbreviated
Pennsylvania — P A and then a period. And
I kept doing it. I remember when I got my
first television credit on the Johnny Carson
show, which was my first TV job, and they
asked how did I want my name, and I said
E D period — all through college I was Ed
with a period. Now, if I took it off, people
would ask why I’m not ‘dot’ anymore. So I’m
stuck with it, and I’m going to have to live
with it forever.”

Something else he will live with forever is
his staunch defense of the art of comedy.

“Comedy has always been considered less
important” — a statement with which this
show-business veteran strongly disagrees.
“Anybody who writes comedy is always
going to say that when done right, comedy
is as important as anything.”
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News

ADL will take over a Jewish
investment fund to fight BDS

By Arno Rosenfeld

The Anti-Defamation League is acquiring
JLens Investor Network, a nonprofit that
offers socially conscious investment funds
for Jewish organizations, to prevent
concerns over Israeli human rights abuses
from curtailing investments in the country.

Jewish establishment organizations
including the ADL and JLens have recently
spoken out against companies like Ben &
Jerry’s and Morningstar, the financial
services giant, that they believe have held
Israel to an unfair standard.

“It’s time for the Jewish community to take a
seat at the table to use our power as
institutional investors to ensure corporations
are aligned with our values, and don’t fall for
antisemitic pressures,” Jonathan Greenblatt,
the ADL’s director, said in a statement.

Greenblatt said that “impact investing” —
which considers environmental and social
factors alongside financial returns — was
“the latest frontier in the fight against
antisemitism.”

Impact investing, also known as ESG, which
refers to environmental, social and
governance investing, is a growing sector
that encompasses more than $40 trillion in
investments. Activists, including Jewish
organizations like Dayenu, are increasingly

seeking to convince investors that they
should prioritize issues such as like climate
change.

While Julie Hammerman, JLens founding
director, said she created the organization
to promote socially conscious investing
within the Jewish community, the ADL press
release announcing its acquisition focused
primarily on JLens’ ability to fight any
investment decisions that would have a
detrimental impact on Israel.

Hammerman said JLens, which manages
nearly $200 million in assets for Jewish
foundations and philanthropists, would
continue to focus on its six priority areas:
coexistence, social issues, workers rights,
the environment, ethical business practices
and support for Israel.

“We very much try to share our work pretty
evenly across those six values,”
Hammerman said in an interview. “But
obviously the BDS, the Israel
delegitimization, the antisemitism, is a
concern.”

Protecting Israel

JLens takes an expansive view of BDS,
which refers to the boycott movement
targeting Israel. The official campaign calls
for targeted boycotts of Israel with a list of
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demands that would effectively end the
country’s status as a Jewish state. But
Hammerman has said her organization’s
priority is ensuring that companies invest in
Israel.

“Our biggest concern is actually not
divestment, but avoidance — companies
avoiding future ties to Israel because it’s too
controversial,” Hammerman told the
Forward in 2016.

Companies that are active in Israel also
often come under fire for seeking to make a
distinction between their operations within
the country’s pre-1967 borders and inside
the Israeli-occupied West Bank. JLens
helped lead the campaign against
Morningstar, a firm that rates companies for
investors, after it acquired a socially
responsible investment firm that had helped
a European pension fund divest from Israeli
banks that funded construction projects in
West Bank settlements. The company
protested that, on average, it rated Israeli
companies as a stronger investment than
non-Israeli companies.

The ADL cited its work with Unilever, Ben &
Jerry’s parent company, to stop the ice
cream company from ending sales in the
West Bank while continuing to operate in
Israel as an example of fighting
antisemitism. It also cited its success in
pressuring Airbnb, the lodging platform, to
continue offering listings in Jewish
settlements.

“What they’re saying is you can’t have ESG
at all – because it risks Israeli companies
being caught inside of it and that’s
intolerable – or you’re going to have to
reimagine ESG so it doesn’t catch Israeli
companies,” Lara Friedman, president of

the Foundation for Middle East Peace,
which tracks advocacy aimed at Palestinian
activism.

But Hammerman said companies and
investors could be critical of Israel so long
as they weren’t using a double standard.

“Israel should be run through the same
human rights lens as every other country
and that’s not the case right now,” she said.
“Israel is singled-out and isolated and
focused on more than any other country.”

A bigger platform

Scott Shay, a banker who has been active
in the campaign against Morningstar,
praised the incorporation of JLens into the
ADL and said it would help major investors
take Jewish concerns more seriously.

“It’s easier for the ADL to get the attention of
the Vanguards, Fidelities, State Streets of
the world,” said Shay, who is chairman of
Signature Bank, which has close ties to the
Trump family.

There has been mounting conservative
pushback against impact investing,
including a recent decision by Gov. Ron
DeSantis to ban Florida’s pension funds
from using the strategy. But Shay said that
the Jewish community should embrace
values-based investments so long as it
doesn’t hurt Israel.

“ESG is important and critical,” Shay said. “I
don’t think it should be infected or infiltrated
with political agendas though — and that’s
what BDS proponents were trying to do,” he
said.

Hammerman said that JLens, which was
founded in 2012, would continue to operate
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as a standalone entity under the ADL’s
umbrella. But she hopes that ADL will be
able to expand the impact of its work. For
example, Hammerman said that while
JLens currently only works with large
investors, it wants to create a fund that retail
investors could buy into for as little as
$1,000 and hopes that the ADL — which
has more than $200 million in assets — can
use its resources to launch such a product.

“There is no other values-based, or ESG,
fund that is outwardly opposed to BDS and
is combating antisemitism and investing
through a Jewish lens,” Hammerman said.
“And that’s a shame.”

Several major Jewish organizations,
including the American Jewish Committee
and Jewish Federations of North America,
submitted comments to the Securities and
Exchange Commission this summer calling
for regulations to prohibit anti-Israel bias in
ESG investing. But beyond raising concerns
over its potential to penalize Israel, they
have generally maintained a neutral position
on impact investing overall.

Hammerman, though, took pains to
emphasize that her organization did not just
exist to advocate for Israel.

“I definitely want to make sure you know
we’re very pro-ESG,” she said.
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Yiddish

A tale of Apple’s two Yiddish
keyboards

By Zach Golden

Apple’s September software update for the
iPhone, the operating system called ioS16,
comes with a boatload of new features,
including the ability to edit text messages
and giving its fitness app the capability to
track your steps using your phone’s motion
sensor.

But what might stand out to some
eagle-eyed Apple fans are the new
language keyboards included in the update:
Samoan, Western Apache, Dzongkha and
Yiddish. These were also released in
Apple’s computer operating system update,
macOS Ventura 13, at the end of October.

Of the languages that were released,
Yiddish has the most speakers, with an
estimated 600,000 speakers around the
world. Dzongkha, the national language of
the Asian kingdom of Bhutan, and Samoan,
the language of the Samoan Islands in the
Pacific, hover around half a million
speakers. Western Apache, an endangered
Native American language, has less than
15,000 speakers.

The timing of Yiddish’s release perhaps has
less to do with how many speak it than with
how many will write in it on their iPhones or
computers. That said, the Hasidic

Yiddish-speaking population’s relatively
recent embrace of the internet has resulted
in a huge expansion of Yiddish online.

QWERTY vs. Israeli Hebrew

Yiddish keyboards for the computer, up to
this point, have all been third-party
products, created by dedicated volunteer
designers. There are a variety of layouts,
but they are all based on either the standard
English layout (QWERTY, named after the
first six letters on the top row) or the Israeli
Hebrew layouts.

The leading keyboard for Yiddish in North
America was created by Isaac Bleaman, a
professor of linguistics at the University of
California, Berkeley.

His keyboard, called Yiddish Klal,
corresponds to the placement of letters on a
QWERTY keyboard, which means that the
sounds of the Yiddish letters largely map
onto the sounds of the English letters, with
some interesting exceptions. While the
“tsvey vovn” (װ) and “veys” ,(ֿב) which both
make the v sound, are attached to the “v,”
the “shin” (ש) and “sin” (ׂש) are connected to
the “w” because they look alike, despite
making an “sh” and “s” sound respectively.
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Apple’s keyboard for computers is almost
an exact copy of Bleaman’s, with a few
slight changes. He told the Forward in an
interview that he was not consulted by
Apple, nor was anyone he knows in the
Yiddish keyboard designer community
consulted by Apple. Apple did not respond
to the Forward’s requests for comment.

But he keeps a positive attitude about it.
“Nu, abi me shraybt af yidish!” he wrote in
an email. (“Well, as long as we can write in
Yiddish!”)

The Hasidic dialect

Mysteriously, the keyboard that Apple used
for its iPhone follows the Israeli Hebrew
layout, which is completely different from
the computer layout. In fact, it is almost the
same as Apple’s Hebrew keyboard, as the
Hebrew keyboard has the option to use
Yiddish-only letters by pressing on certain
letters and sliding your finger to them. It
presents a problem for a writer of Standard
Yiddish: It takes an inordinate amount of
time to type using the letters special to it.
For those looking to type Standard Yiddish
on their phone, a third-party app like
YiddishK is a better option.

However, it does follow the usage patterns
of Hasidic Yiddish writers, who generally
use a Hebrew keyboard and don’t always
use special letters.

“Hasidim don’t need a Yiddish keyboard,”
said Bleaman, who studied how Hasidim
have used Yiddish online.

That being said, a couple of special
Yiddish-specific letters are used on

occasion, especially for more sophisticated
writers. Yehoshua Kahane, a writer for the
Forverts who writes in Hasidic Yiddish, finds
it to be a good thing to have options.

But the main reason he downloaded the
Yiddish keyboard, he said, was simply
because it was cool that it was there.

The practical use for the phone keyboard
might be revealed in the future. Unlike the
computer, phones already do have an
option for a non-third-party Yiddish
keyboard: Google’s GBoard, which also
follows the Hasidic Yiddish Hebrew-based
keyboard layout, has autocorrect abilities.
Down the line, Apple could have autocorrect
and word prediction for its own keyboard.

Apple’s mysterious decision-making

Apple is known for taking great care with
their products, down to the most minute
details; and normally, Apple does make
distinctions between dialects and layouts in
their languages. It is a mystery how their
Yiddish keyboards turned out so different,
without any explanation. Did they find that
Hasidic Yiddish writers are more likely to
type on their phones, and Standard Yiddish
users on their computers? Or did their
teams not communicate? It’s hard to know.

While Apple’s Yiddish keyboards are a great
service to the language, questions remain
about how and why this happened.
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Culture

Five ways antisemites avoid
apologizing for their antisemitism

By Mira Fox

We’ve had a lovely few decades here where
antisemitism was actually unacceptable.
Historically, it’s the exception, not the rule,
that antisemitism is widely condemned. Still,
in my lifetime, I’ve enjoyed relative freedom
from Jew-hatred.

It’s not that no one said awful things about
Jews, or believed in conspiracy theories, or
made antisemitic jokes. But when they did,
the tide of condemnation, whether in the
public sphere or your own living room, was
strong enough that they’d quickly apologize.
Some people even learned and changed for
the better!

Until now, apparently — not only are public
figures across the board boldly making
antisemitic statements, they’re not even
bothering to pretend they’re sorry.

That’s not to say the public doesn’t still
pressure the likes of Mel Gibson or Kanye
West — who has legally changed his name
to Ye — to make statements about their
antisemitism. Figures including basketball
player Kyrie Irving, U.S. Rep. Marjorie
Taylor Greene of Georgia and defeated
Pennsylvania gubernatorial candidate Doug
Mastriano have been asked to account for
their antisemitic statements or associations.

And they have answered. Not with
apologies, though.

The non-apology for antisemitism takes
many forms; most of them are forms of
denial and none of them actually take
responsibility for spreading antisemitism.

So let’s break down the types of
non-apologies we’ve been seeing —
apparently, it’s time to get used to them.

The immediate resumption

What it is: This is the easiest, because it will
get rid of the uncomfortable public pressure,
for the most part. You make a lackluster
apology, do the bare minimum, then pick
right back up where you left off — after all,
you apologized! Now no one can be mad, at
least not for a little while.

You do have to say sorry though, which is
hard for unrepentant antisemites, even if it
doesn’t require changing your behavior at
all.

Who’s used it: This one has been deployed
by the likes of Gibson, Greene and Andrew
Torba, founder of right-wing antisemitic
social media site Gab, all of whom made
weak apologies — and denied that they
were antisemites, passing their statements

Get the latest at Forward.com Page 14

https://www.forward.com


off as a one-time slip of the tongue — then
carried on as though nothing had changed.

The ‘I love Israel’

What it is: This non-apology has been
particularly popular in recent years. The
basic strategy involves replying to any
accusation of antisemitism with an assertion
of support for Israel. There’s no denial of the
antisemitism, and no apology for it, simply a
repeated statement of love for Israel. That’s
basically the same thing as loving Jews,
right? (Wrong.)

This one is fun because it can even lead to
a fresh, new antisemitic statement when the
non-apologizer inevitably says Jews don’t
love Israel enough.

Who’s used it: In the course of the
Pennsylvania gubernatorial race, Mastriano
repeatedly attacked his Democratic
opponent Josh Shapiro for going to and
sending his children to Jewish day school
where they learn “disdain” for others.

Mastriano also paid Torba, the Gab founder,
a $5,000 consulting fee, and made
numerous statements comparing abortion
and vaccines to the Holocaust. A member of
his campaign also disparaged Shapiro as
“at best a secular Jew.”

When Nathan Guttman, a reporter for
Israel’s Kann News asked Mastriano to
respond to accusations of antisemitism,
however, his wife stepped in.

“We so much love Israel,” Rebbeca
Mastriano said. “In fact, we probably love
Israel more than a lot of Jews do. I have to
say that.”

Aside from the Mastrianos, Donald Trump is
also a big fan of this one. So is Todd Rokita,
Indiana’s attorney general. Wayne Christian,
a Republican who successfully ran for
re-election as Texas railroad commissioner,
used it recently.

The ‘It’s not antisemitic to say that’

What it is: This non-apology denies the
charge of antisemitism by explaining why
the statement everyone thinks is antisemitic
is, in fact, not. Everyone is simply mistaken.

Remember when Greene asserted that her
claim that Rothschild lasers started a
massive forest fire couldn’t be antisemitic
because she didn’t know the Rothschilds
were Jewish? Or when, just a couple of
weeks ago, she refused to apologize for
comparing Biden to Hitler because she
claimed that other people make
comparisons to Hitler all the time? These
are classic examples of the “it’s not actually
antisemitic” non-apology.

Who’s used it: Obviously, it’s a favorite of
Greene’s. But this tactic has also been
employed by West and Irving, as explained
in the next section.

The ‘I can’t be antisemitic because I’m
Jew’

What it is: This one has reached its zenith in
the past few weeks with the controversies
driven by West, who has been making
antisemitic statements about Jewish power
and social control for weeks, and Irving,
who tweeted a link to a conspiracy
theory-filled 2018 movie called “Hebrews to
Negroes: Wake Up Black America.”
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Both men have denied charges of
antisemitism due to the fact that they
believe all Black people are Jews. They
claim that, as Jews, they cannot be
antisemitic. Both also seem to subscribe to
the antisemitic belief that white Jews are
usurpers who have stolen Black people’s
identity. (Followers of this belief have
various names and leaders, and a diverse
set of theologies, but are sometimes
collectively dubbed the Radical Hebrew
Israelites, a term used by the Southern
Poverty Law Center.)

Who’s used it:

“I cannot be antisemitic if I know where I
come from,” Kyrie Irving told reporters,
when asked, point-blank, if he has any
antisemitic beliefs. (Irving has since posted
an apology that comes very close to actually
admitting responsibility and sounds almost
apologetic.)

West has repeatedly asserted that he is
“Jew” and thus cannot be antisemitic. (West
has stated that he believes “Jewish” means
similar to, but not actually, a Jew, and thus
does not use the “ish” part of the label.)

“You can’t be anti-Semite when you know
you are Semite,” West tweeted Thursday,
far from the first time he has employed this
logic.

The ‘It’s just the truth’

What it is: This is the newest, boldest and
apparently hippest non-apology, and a sign
that the days of even feigning shame over
antisemitism are gone. The antisemitic
public figure positions themselves as a bold
truth-teller, and dismisses accusations of

antisemitism as an attempt to deter them
from their noble mission of spreading truth.

Sometimes, this strategy is paired with
repeated proclamations of spreading love or
loving all people — after all, the antisemite
is simply trying to save the world from the
scourge of the Jews.

Who’s used it: West is the only public figure
— at least the only one whose fame does
not come from being a noted white
supremacist — who has fully gone this
route.

Hosts of TV shows and podcasts have
repeatedly interviewed West in the past few
weeks, after his initial tweet saying he
wanted to go “death con 3” on “THE
JEWISH PEOPLE,” asking him to respond
to accusations of antisemitism or explain his
tweet.

And explain he has to reporters and podcast
hosts, to Jews and fellow Black rappers.
What West has explained, over and over, is
that Jews control business, that Jews have
unbelievable power, that Jews have
screwed him over and manipulated him and
forced other celebrities to speak out against
him.

He has framed his antisemitic, conspiratorial
statements as truth-telling. And, after all, no
one should have to apologize for telling the
truth.

Really, even calling this a non-apology
seems wrong. This is just doubling down.
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Sports

Why Jews (and everyone else) should
boycott the World Cup this year

By Dan Friedman

The week before Thanksgiving, one of the
largest sporting events in the world will take
place in the unlikely location of Qatar. In one
tiny kingdom of less than 3 million people,
32 national teams will fight it out on the
soccer field to see who will be crowned
champion of the beautiful game. And there’s
drama and hope since anyone could win,
with neither South America nor Europe
having a dominant team at the moment.
After a decade of small boys around the
world wearing their shirts, the two venerable
greats, Lionel Messi and Cristiano Ronaldo,
will have their final chances for global glory
with Argentina and Portugal respectively.
And even the USMNT finally has some
players worth following.

But, if you care about human rights or
deadly disregard of construction workers, if
you worry about the normalization of
relations with Iran or international
recognition of Israel, if you care about
money perverting global institutions or about
a version of Sharia law that oppresses
women, outlaws Jewish symbols and denies
any LGBTQ+ rights, you should not watch
any games and you should not patronize
any corporation that sponsors FIFA’s
shameful World Cup.

Many large sporting events and construction
projects involve a certain amount of
compromise, some potentially shady

practices and a willingness to deal with
unsavory characters. A whole slew of
Olympic scandals including Rio, Beijing and
Salt Lake City can testify to that. This World
Cup, though, is on an entirely different level.
Although direct bribery has never been
proven, no one has ever offered a
convincing reason why FIFA would hold the
World Cup in a tiny soccer desert (in both
senses) except for its vast oil wealth. And,
for circumstantial proof, since 2010, almost
the entire FIFA executive committee that, in
one vote, approved World Cups in Russia
(between its invasions of Crimea and
Ukraine) and the oil-rich theocratic kingdom
of Qatar has left in disgrace.

The reason we know a lot about the corrupt
state of FIFA throughout the decade
between the 2010 vote to give Russia 2018
and Qatar 2022, is the late Chuck Blazer.
Blazer, with his distinctive bushy white
beard, was in the room for the 2010 vote on
Qatar and Russia. A Jewish boy from Forest
Hills, Queens, he brought pride, then
shame, then a degree of satisfaction to
other American Jews who love soccer.
America’s FIFA Executive Committee
member from 1996-2013, he admitted to
conspiring with other committee members to
accept bribes related to the World Cup bids
of Morocco and South Africa. He then
became a vital informant in FBI, IRS and
other investigations into soccer malpractice.
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Shortly after the vote, Amnesty International
predicted that the abusive kafala system of
modern slavery that Qatar uses for building
large projects would kill up to 4,000 workers
constructing World Cup infrastructure. Due
to massive international pressure, kafala
was legally abolished, but only in 2020.
Although the kingdom of Qatar — for
obvious reasons — has failed to institute
any official investigations, the total number
of deaths has been much larger than
Amnesty predicted. Approximately 17,000
migrant workers died; though it is hard to tell
exactly how many deaths were directly
related to the World Cup, that has been the
major Qatari infrastructure project of the
past decade.

And, for every death, there are countless
workers from Nepal, India, Bangladesh,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka who have survived
despite being exposed to extreme heat,
stuck in substandard and unsanitary
housing, overworked and deprived of proper
medical treatment. So, though this is not
quite a 1936 Berlin Olympics, if you would
be comfortable time-traveling to visit a
celebration of the Pharaohs at the opening
of the pyramids, you will be fine with this
World Cup.

When Israel failed to qualify from their
group, that solved a headache for FIFA and
the Qataris who are bankrolling this
sportswashing competition. Although the
organizers had explicitly stated they would
welcome an Israeli team, an entire
contingent of Israeli fans waving flags of the
Jewish state would be a constant
provocation for a state that bans Jewish and
Christian symbols in a way that, say, Swiss
fans flying their white-crossed flag would
not. So while Israelis have taken part in
recent competitions in Qatar — Alexander
Shatilov even won a gymnastics gold medal

in Doha in 2019 — governing attitudes are
such that local television stations cut away
from the event when the Israeli national
anthem is played.

Qatar’s alleged funding of Hamas and links
to Iran may give pause even to those
people who are fine with Qatar’s male
guardianship laws for women that mean
men need to grant women permission to,
among other things, marry, travel abroad,
work for the government and get certain
types of reproductive health care. One
reason why Israel is unlikely to normalize
relations with Qatar (as it has with
neighboring Bahrain) is that Qatar and Iran
are deeply economically linked. Both
countries are deeply dependent on sales of
fossil fuels whose exploitation is causing
climate change.

Much of Qatar’s oil comes from fields that
are under Iran’s influence and the two
countries jointly own and operate the South
Pars (Persian)/North Dome field — by far
the world’s largest natural gas field. Since
Iran has a population 30 times that of Qatar,
with a vastly bigger and more experienced
standing army, there’s no chance that
Qatar’s ruling family will jeopardize their
phenomenal wealth by angering Iran
through criticism of its policies or deeply
antisemitic leaders.

Yes, the U.S. team could be quite good.
Yes, there will be intriguing sporting
matchups along with skill and drama —
including the last hurrahs of some sporting
greats. But though this is a tournament I’ve
watched every four years since the 1978
tournament in Argentina, and though this is
a sport I watch religiously every week, I will
not be watching it this year and you should
not watch it either.
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