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What does the Torah say about refusing to concede? A lot. 2

As of this writing, President Donald Trump has yet to 
concede the Presidential election, despite having 
decisively lost the Electoral College as well as the 
popular vote. Instead of conceding, the president has 
filed numerous lawsuits in battleground states while 
vociferously alleging widespread voter fraud on Twitter, 
claims that, with a tiny number of exceptions, have no 
merit.

What does the Torah have to say about President 
Trump’s refusal to concede? A lot, it turns out. In a 
section of Deuteronomy called Shoftim (literally 
“Judges”), the Torah deals with systems of political 
leadership, law, and authority, and it tackles the same 
kind of situation we are living through now.

The Torah describes a time in the future when people 
would choose their political leader, something the 
Torah is actually quite ambivalent about in its 
discussions about what a king will mean for society. 
Power corrupts, the Torah tells us amidst worries that 
the king could become the power that guides people’s 
lives instead of the words of God and the Torah.

The Torah’s solution to these potential pitfalls is to 
mandate that the king write a Torah scroll for himself 
and keep this scroll beside him while reading from it 
constantly. The message from these instructions is 
clear: Although the King has enormous power, he, too, 
is subject to the law.

Through daily intimate contact with the words of Torah, 
the king is meant to internalize that he exists within the 
system, not outside of it.

Of course, this idea, that no man is above the law, 
that the law is king and not that the king is the law, 
is foundational to American society and its legal 
systems. And like the American legal system, the 
Torah, too, leaves room for legal contentions and 
challenges in society.

The Torah speaks about the case of the “rebellious 
elder,” a member of the high court who ruled against 
the majority opinion in a legal decision of the court. 
Such a person is entitled to his opinion and to teach it 
and share it with others. What he may not do, however, 
is instruct others to follow his ruling. The law is the law. 
Even someone of great brilliance and stature who 
deeply believes that he or she or they are right, has a 
primary duty to preserve and protect the law. To 
promote one’s opinion is to attack the system at the 
expense of the system, even when their opinion is 
based in fact and reason.

The Torah is entirely unforgiving about such acts, and 
we should be as well.

But what we are seeing unfold now in Trump’s camp 
also speaks to another issue spotlighted in the Torah: 
bearing false witness. One of the Ten Commandments, 
the prohibition against bearing false witness is 
particularly poisonous in the Torah’s view because lying 
corrupts not just the outcomes but the processes 
themselves.

The 13th-century halakhist, Rashba (Rabbi Shlomo ben 
Aderet), had the following question posed to him: Was 
it permissible for a person who is owed money but who 
has lost the supporting documentation to forge a 
document and present it in court, in order to retrieve 
the money rightfully owed to him? Not surprisingly, 
Rashba was horrified by this suggestion.

Regardless of the outcome, to introduce any falsehood 
into the system — even a forged document that 
represents a legitimate claim — fundamentally corrupts 
the court and undermines its integrity, and must be 
opposed with full force.

Well before the world introduced the concept of 
democracy and its institutions, the Torah already 
recognized the need for the Law to govern our lives,

What does the Torah say about refusing to 
concede? A lot.
By Dov Linzer
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and the responsibility of all people, from commoner to 
king, to do everything in their power to protect and 
preserve its integrity and its systems. This is a lesson 
well worth remembering and relearning today.

-

Rabbi Dov Linzer is the president and Rosh HaYeshiva
at Yeshivat Chovevei Torah Rabbinical School, in 
Riverdale, New York.

The views and opinions expressed in this article are 
the author’s own and do not necessarily reflect 
those of the Forward.

An FBI report revealing a continued increase in 
antisemitic hate crimes in 2019 undercounts the 
problem, groups that track those crimes said on 
Monday.

According to the report, antisemitic hate crimes 
jumped 14% in 2019, a year that saw a shooting in a 
synagogue in Poway, Calif., and another in a kosher 
supermarket in Jersey City, N.J.

Over the winter festival of Hanukkah in New York 
State, about a year ago, a man was stabbed and 
several were harassed or assaulted. Those events 
inspired 25,000 people to march across the Brooklyn 
Bridge in protest in early 2020.

Yet chronic underreporting means the actual number 
of incidents in 2019 is higher than the 953 counted by 
the FBI.

“This is a big problem,” said the head of the Anti-
Defamation League Jonathan Greenblatt in an 
interview. “We will continue to press not just law 
enforcement agencies themselves directly, but state 
and federal authorities” for better reporting.

To create its report, the FBI relies on local law 
enforcement agencies to voluntarily report their hate 
crimes. In 2019, 86% of participating agencies either 
reported zero hate crimes to the FBI or did not report 
any data, including more than 70 cities with 
populations over 100,000 people.

Last year was the second in a row that the number of 
reporting agencies declined.

The FBI says hate 
crime rose again in 
2019. But the reality is 
even worse than 
their report.
By Molly Boigon
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Trump united Muslims and Jews. We must build on that to prevent another Trump. 4

Local law enforcement agencies including those 
serving Hartford, Conn., Duluth, Minn., Kansas City, 
Mo., Savannah, Ga., Des Moines, Iowa and other areas 
either reported no hate crimes or did not report their 
data to the FBI.

The Southern Poverty Law Center is pushing for the 
Biden-Harris administration to mandate that agencies 
report hate crime data to the federal government.

The 953 hate crimes against Jews and Jewish 
institutions identified by the FBI was the highest it’s 
been since 2008. Jews and Jewish institutions also 
faced the majority — 63% — of religion-based crimes.

Race-based hate crimes remained the most common 
type of hate crime, as they have been each year since 
the FBI started recording hate crime data, and anti-
Hispanic hate crimes and those targeting people 
based on their gender identities also rose this year.

Greenblatt of the ADL said during a speech last week 
that antisemitism is not a function of political party, 
and that the rise in incidents is not attributable solely 
to President Donald Trump.

However, the Southern Poverty Law Center reports 
that the number of white nationalist hate groups grew 
by 55% between 2017 and 2019.

The Department of Homeland Security’s Homeland 
Threat Assessment last month acknowledged that 
white supremacist terrorists pose the largest 
domestic terror threat in the United States.

“Domestic terrorism” is not a federal crime, which 
means that government lawyers trying to prosecute 
those charged with hate crimes — even violent ones, 
like the 2018 Pittsburgh synagogue massacre — have 
fewer charges to apply to the case.

-

JTA contributed reporting.

Donald Trump is truly a uniter — unintentionally, that 
is. During his presidency, he brought Jews and 
Muslims together to stand up to bigotry directed 
against both communities and to vote against him by 
bigger margins than any other American faith groups. 
With Trump leaving office in January, these alliances 
must continue to strengthen, so they can serve as 
both a celebration of who we are as members of 
minority faith groups and work as a bulwark, to 
prevent another Trump-like figure from ever winning 
the White House again.

We saw another example this week of Jews and 
Muslims sharing an unwanted, common experience 
when the FBI released its annual report on hate 
crimes that found first Jews and then Muslims as the 
two religious groups most targeted for hate crimes in 
2019. Overall, hate crimes in 2019 were the highest in 
more than decade, and hate-motivated murders were 
the highest since the FBI began gathering such data 
in the early 1990s.

In response to the FBI’s report, the Muslim-Jewish 
Advisory Council, of which I’m a member, called for 
passage of the Jabara-Heyer National Opposition to 
Hate, Assaults, and Threats to Equality (NO HATE) Act 
that would “incentivize state and local law 
enforcement authorities to improve hate crime 
reporting by making grants available.” The reality is 
while the 2019 hate crime numbers are chilling, the 
true number is likely much higher given that last year 
the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights identified 
“massive underreporting” of hate crimes.

Trump united 
Muslims and Jews. 
We must build on that 
to prevent another 
Trump.
By Dean Obeidallah
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But the real story is that groups like MJAC formed in 
response to the uptick in hate under Trump, along with 
other interfaith Muslim-Jewish organizations that have 
grown in numbers over the past four years, such as the 
“Sisterhood of Salaam Shalom.” There were of course 
interfaith groups pre-Trump, but the spike in bigotry 
directed against the Jewish and Muslim communities 
has brought an increasing number of Muslims and Jews 
together. As Sheryl Olitzky, the co-founder and current 
executive director of the “Sisterhood of Salaam 
Shalom” explained to me, “While the organization was 
formed prior to the Trump election, we grew and 
became more active in response to the increase in hate 
targeting our faith groups.”

I can’t tell you how many Jewish friends told me over 
the past four years that they had believed they were 
“white” pre-Trump, but learned firsthand they were 
actually a minority given the surge in hate directed at 
their community. It’s akin to what I went through after 
9/11 when it became clear that I was no longer “white” 
but a minority due to my Arab heritage and the fact 
that I am a Muslim — despite being born in the United 
States and outwardly looking very much like a typical 
white guy.

During the Trump era, both Muslims and Jews saw a 
bone-chilling spike in hate crimes directed against our 
communities. For Muslims, we saw hate crimes 
perpetrated against our community during Trump’s 
2016 campaign and after he won, shocking crimes in 
even higher numbers than in the months after 9/11. 
There was a straight line from Trump’s call for a “total 
and complete shutdown” on Muslims entering the 
country and his inflammatory comments that “Islam 
hates us” to the terrorist plots by self-professed Trump 
supporters to kill Muslims. I was even targeted with 
death threats in 2017 by Trump-supporting Neo-Nazis 
for my articles criticizing Trump.

For the Jewish community, the hate crimes were even 
more numerous. Incidents ranged from physical 
assaults to the horrific 2018 murder of 11 Jewish 
Americans at the Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh 
by a white supremacist terrorist who was motivated by 
his hatred of immigrants, who, like Trump, he dubbed 
as “invaders.”

There’s little doubt that the toxic climate Trump 
intentionally fostered and inflamed contributed to Jews 
and Muslims voting to defeat Trump in similarly large 

numbers. Exit polls found that 77% of Jewish Americans 
voted for Joe Biden, vs. just 21% supporting Trump. 
Similarly, according to some exit polls, while nearly 
70% of Muslims cast a ballot for Biden, just 17% went 
for Trump (Who are these 17 percent?!). No other 
religious groups were close in terms of opposing 
Trump, with 60% of Protestants and 47% of Catholics 
going for Trump.

The question is, with Trump leaving the White House on 
January 20, what comes of these alliances? Will they 
wither away now that the threat has passed?

Hopefully, that’s resounding no, for two reasons. One is 
we need to remain united to prevent another Trump 
ever winning the White House. Alarmingly, over 73 
million Americans saw Trump pit Americans against 
each other, lie daily, coddle white supremacists and 
spew bigotry, yet they voted for four more years of 
that. Another Trump — or even Trump himself — could 
be on the presidential ballot in four years.

Secondly, with Trump gone, Muslims and Jews can 
actually plan fun events (remember “fun”?!) to 
celebrate who we are. As fellow members of a minority 
faith, we have a great deal in common. And no, I’m not 
being naive; there are obviously people on the far right 
in both communities who would likely refuse to engage 
in interfaith activities and even criticize them.

But as I’ve found, the differences I’ve encountered with 
people in the Jewish community come from the same 
source that has caused the disagreements I’ve had with 
some right wing Christians and even fellow Muslims, 
namely, if you are politically very conservative, we are 
not likely to get along well. It’s about not sharing the 
same values.

The good news is, with 70% of Jews and Muslims 
opposing Trump, there’s much common ground to be 
found.

As Olitzky put it, with Trump leaving, this is the ideal 
time for our two communities “to join together in 
respect, trust and love.”

Amen and Inshallah!

-

The views and opinions expressed in this article are 
the author’s own and do not necessarily reflect those 
of the Forward.

Trump united Muslims and Jews. We must build on that to prevent another Trump.
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Ossoff: GOP attacks on Warnock over Israel ‘make me sick’ 6

With questions over Israel policy continuing to play 
an outsize role in the runoff election for Georgia’s 
two U.S. Senate seats, Jon Ossoff came to the 
defense of his fellow Democratic candidate Raphael 
Warnock on Wednesday.

“Reverend Warnock is a beloved friend and ally of 
Georgia’s’s Jewish community and a friend of Israel,” 
Ossoff said in a statement to the Forward. “Kelly 
Loeffler’s baseless attacks on the Reverend make 
me sick.”

Loeffler, the incumbent Republican, has made an 
issue of Warnock’s past comments about the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict in his role as a pastor at 
Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta. Warnock has 
since affirmed his support of Israel and has close ties 
to the local Jewish community.

“His spiritual leadership and his interfaith outreach 
are deeply appreciated across our state,” Ossoff, a 
Jewish media executive, said. “Maybe Senator 
Loeffler should focus her attention on David Perdue 
who lengthened my nose in his attack ads.”

Ossoff is running against Perdue, another 
incumbent, and was referring to an incident over the 
summer in which the Perdue campaign ran a digital 
ad in which Ossoff’s nose had been artificially 
enlarged. The campaign removed the ad after 
complaints.

Loeffler and other Republicans have highlighted 
comments Warnock made that were critical of the 
Israeli military occupation in the West Bank and 
sympathetic to Palestinian protesters.

“We saw the government of Israel shoot down 
unarmed Palestinian sisters and brothers like birds 
of prey,” Warnock said in a 2018 sermon in which he 
also called for a two-state solution. He also accused 

the Israeli military of shooting unarmed Palestinians 
“like birds of prey.”

Warnock has since come out strongly in favor of a 
close U.S.-Israel relationship and in opposition to 
conditioning military aid to the Jewish state.

Ossoff: GOP attacks on Warnock over Israel 
‘make me sick’
By Arno Rosenfeld
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Does Eric Garcetti deserve a Biden administration job? Depends whom you ask. 7

In late September, six months into a global pandemic 
that had devastated his city, Los Angeles Mayor Eric 
Garcetti prayed.

It was Yom Kippur, the Jewish Day of Atonement, and 
things were a mess. On his watch, more than 250,000 
people in L.A. County had tested positive for the Covid-
19 virus. More than 6,000 had died. Things were just as 
gloomy for the economy, with nearly 750,000 people 
out of work in L.A. county, bringing the region’s rate to 
a staggering 15-percent.

To find solace, L.A.’s top government official Zoomed in 
from his living room to services with IKAR, the non-
denominational, politically progressive congregation 
where he’s been a longtime member. Wrapped in a 
tallit, Garcetti danced ecstatically to a central prayer in 
the musaf service, which had become a kind of anthem 
at the congregation.

As the music intensified, Garcetti jumped back and 
forth, up and down, oscillating between the prayer’s 
poles of strength and surrender— in an apt metaphor 
for his mayoralty. Over two terms, the Los Angeles 
mayor has faced a litany of challenges — a daunting 
homeless problem, relentless traffic issues, the 
pandemic, and a sex scandal — that have all laid bare 
his gifts and his shortcomings.

Now, with the election of former Vice President Joe 
Biden to the presidency, Garcetti’s record is under the 
microscope like never before, as rumors swirl that he’s 
on a shortlist of potential cabinet nominees in the new 
administration.

The appointment would be a coup for Garcetti, who has 
made no secret of his upwardly mobile political 
ambitions (he spent several years exploring a run for 
President but ultimately abandoned his plans). It would 
also be a coup for the city he serves, which stands to 
benefit from having an advocate in Washington.

Yet local enthusiasm about Garcetti’s record is 
lukewarm. Though he’s admired for his genial 
personality and obvious intelligence, many describe his 
style of governance as too conciliatory, and say his 
approach to policy seesaws between visionary and 
spineless.

So even as Angelenos feel pride at the prospect of the 
first L.A. mayor to have a real shot at a national 
position, many are questioning whether Garcetti 
deserves it.

“It’s easy to be a good mayor during boom times,” said 
Jack Humphreville, who writes the LA Watchdog blog 
for CityWatchLA and belongs to the Neighborhood 
Council Budget Advocates. “Until the virus hit, revenues 
were up a couple billion dollars, the economy was on a 
roll. It’s hard to screw that up. But I think he did screw 
up.”

Garcetti’s press office did not answer written questions.

In 2013, Garcetti, the son of a Jewish mother and a 
father with Mexican and Italian Catholic roots, became 
the city’s first elected Jewish mayor and the second 
Mexican-American. At age 42, he was the youngest 
person to lead the city in over 100 years. He enjoyed 
broad popularity and was seen as a promising and 
charismatic newcomer.

Garcetti’s early agenda was audacious. His first 
significant achievement came in 2015, when he signed 
a law mandating a $15 minimum wage at a time the 
move had not yet caught on elsewhere in the country 
(it took until 2016 for California Governor Jerry Brown to 
follow suit). That same year, Garcetti was also 
instrumental in a successful bid to bring the Summer 
Olympic Games to Los Angeles in 2028.

But it was the successful passage of Measure M, a 2016 
ballot proposition that will generate $120 billion  to

Does Eric Garcetti deserve a Biden 
administration job? Depends whom you ask.
By Danielle Berrin

News
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expand L.A.’s public transit and bike networks that 
became Garcetti’s major achievement. Supporters and 
critics alike agree that his ability to compel his 
electorate to vote for a sales tax increase was a 
surprising feat. Plus, this one had no “sunset clause,” 
meaning, it never expires; it also eliminated a previous 
sunset clause from a 2008 transit measure, which 
many saw as an even harder sell. But Garcetti did it, 
and Measure M passed with 71% of the vote.

“If it had failed, he would have been blamed for it,” said 
longtime city leader Zev Yaroslavsky, who served Los 
Angeles for more than 40 years on both the Los 
Angeles City Council and the County Board of 
Supervisors.

“Garcetti made the decision to go for broke and he 
succeeded. Today, no county in America has so much 
local money invested in building transportation 
infrastructure as LA County has.”

Measure M cemented Garcetti’s status as a mayor who 
could get things done. Later that spring, he was handily 
re-elected to a second term with more than 80% of the 
vote. But he squandered some of that goodwill when 
he spent one-third of that year outside of California, 
generating speculation he was considering a 
Presidential run. In 2018, he made numerous visits to 
primary states, including at least two to [New 
Hampshire] (https://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-
me-ln-garcetti-new-hampshire-20180513-story.html). 
before ultimately abandoning his plans.

His lasting achievement with measure M, however, 
reportedly has the Biden transition team considering 
Garcetti for Secretary of Transportation.

“He has a considerable record under his belt in that 
regard,” Yaroslavsky said. “Lots of transit lines are 
under construction, the subway, the people mover to 
the airport. One of the biggest public works projects in 
the country right now is the LAX master plan. That is by 
far the biggest transit project in the country.”

But other observers of Garcetti’s transit policy give him 
mixed reviews. They point to choking traffic issues, 
which persist even with increased public transit. And 
they say the mayor shies away from taking the side of 

pedestrians and cyclists over the city’s dominant 
motorists.

“This is not a risk-taking mayor,” said one activist 
engaged in a range of municipal issues who demanded 
anonymity to protect their involvement. “This is a risk-
averse mayor.”

Early in his administration, Garcetti appointed Seleta
Reynolds General Manager of the Los Angeles 
Department of Transportation (LADOT), a move seen as 
imaginative and progressive given Reynolds’s 
reputation as an advocate for transit alternatives to 
automobiles.

With Reynolds at the helm, the city signed on to Vision 
Zero, an international plan to reduce traffic-related 
injuries and deaths by 2035 (in L.A., traffic-related 
deaths outnumber deaths from gun violence). To that 
end, the city added bike lanes, implemented “slow 
streets,” widened sidewalks and added pedestrian 
plazas and “parklets” (the expansion of a sidewalk into 
on-street parking).

But reducing traffic lanes and adding bike lanes met 
with stiff resistance, and critics say that’s when Garcetti 
backed down.

“That’s the kind of political calculus that the mayor 
makes over and over again,” said the activist. “When it 
looks like it’s possible to score a win, the mayor will 
exert his political authority. But if he feels like it’s a 
political risk, he doesn’t stick his neck out.”

Few political issues in L.A. are considered riskier than 
tackling homelessness, another area in which 
Angelenos are divided on the mayor’s track record. 
Some say Garcetti has failed to marshall the political 
capital necessary to bring the problem under control. 
Others give him credit for trying.

During his second term, Garcetti went to great lengths 
to put the homelessness issue out front, calling it “the 
greatest moral and humanitarian crisis of our time.” But 
despite his best efforts — which have included 
ambitious housing plans and a commitment of 
resources — the problem is only getting worse.

At present, L.A. has the largest unsheltered homeless

Does Eric Garcetti deserve a Biden administration job? Depends whom you ask.
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population in the country. Contributing factors include 
high housing costs, inadequate treatment for mental 
illness and drug abuse, low wages and a shortage of 
affordable housing. In June 2020, the Los Angeles 
Homeless Services Authority (LAHSA) counted more 
than 66,000 people living on the streets of L.A. County, 
a 13% increase over the previous year. Add in the 
economic devastation wrought by the pandemic, and 
the problem now seems to replicate as quickly as the 
coronavirus.

The failure to contain homelessness is even more 
puzzling in light of the considerable sums being thrown 
at the problem. Los Angeles voters have twice 
supported measures to fund homelessness and 
housing initiatives. Proposition HHH, passed in 2016, 
provides $1.2 billion to build thousands of units of 
supportive housing over a decade. Measure H, passed 
in 2017, provides $355 million per year for 
homelessness support services and short term housing.

But the ever-increasing problem still requires additional 
support. In 2018, Garcetti partnered with the Los 
Angeles City Council to declare an emergency shelter 
crisis and launched his “Bridge Home” program, which 
set aside $20 million from the city budget to establish 
1,500 emergency shelter beds for up to 6,000 people. 
But the pace of building proved slow; a year later, only 
one 45-bed shelter had been built.

While the mayor may be faulted for his lack of success, 
it’s not for lack of effort. Last year, LAHSA housed more 
than 22,000 people, more than double the number of 
housing placements since 2014. And yet, genuine 
efforts to place the homeless in permanent supportive 
housing cannot keep pace with the amount of newly 
homeless spilling onto the sidewalks each month.

“He’s trying to change the paradigm and I give him 
credit for that,” Yaroslavsky said. “But it’s a big 
problem. It’s a tidal wave.”

“I don’t think homelessness is his fault,” said Jim 
Newton, a veteran local journalist and lecturer in public 
policy at UCLA’s Luskin School of Public Affairs. “I’m 
one of the people who wanted to see him be more 
ambitious and swing higher. It’s just one of these 
infinitely complicated problems. So I give him credit, 

but I also don’t believe he can point to much evidence 
that he’s succeeded.”

And that was before the pandemic hit.

Now, Garcetti is grappling with a city in crisis on almost 
every front. COVID-19 cases are again skyrocketing. The 
safer-at-home order the mayor implemented last 
March may have saved lives, but it also compounded 
homelessness, plunged the city into an economic crisis 
and led to a massive budget shortfall.

“From my perspective, he’s been fiscally irresponsible,” 
Humphreville said. “During the good years he could 
have put all sorts of money into reserves. Instead, we 
went from having a surplus of $200 million to a deficit 
of $1.2 billion. So he really screwed the pooch on 
that one.”

While some of the city’s deficit is related to losses 
incurred during the pandemic, it also stems from labor 
contracts the mayor granted to police and firefighter 
unions prior to the pandemic, when the city’s financial 
outlook was rosier. When Garcetti’s presumptuous 
budget met with the economic havoc wreaked by 
COVID19, the city fell deep into the red.

In September, the Los Angeles City Council was forced 
to declare a fiscal emergency in order to furlough the 
city’s 16,000 civilian employees. The budget shortfall 
ahead of the next fiscal year is estimated to land 
anywhere between $400 and $700 million.

What better time, then, for a personnel scandal?

The latest drama to consume City Hall involves one of 
Garcetti’s top aides, Rick Jacobs, who has been accused 
of sexual misconduct. Over the summer, LAPD officer 
Matthew Garza filed a suit accusing Jacobs of unwanted 
kissing and touching. Though Jacobs stepped down, 
Garza’s attorneys have stepped up, and last month filed 
a motion demanding Garcetti’s testimony. Observers 
say any implication the mayor was aware of Jacobs’s 
behavior could hurt Garcetti’s chances for a cabinet 
appointment. Imagine if a Republican-led Senate 
decided to make an example of him during a 
confirmation hearing.

“The difficulty in leaving now is that L.A. is in such a

Does Eric Garcetti deserve a Biden administration job? Depends whom you ask.
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difficult situation,” Newton said of the potential 
appointment. If accepted, Garcetti would have to end 
his second term early.

And that’s just fine, said Raphael J. Sonenshein, 
executive director of the Pat Brown Institute for 
Public Affairs at California State University Los 
Angeles. “No mayor who gets picked up to go to 
Washington can say ‘Everything is taken care of, I’m 
free to go.’ The city’s got tons of problems and it’s 
gonna take years to solve them. But it’s not like 
Garcetti got elected and then ran off.”

Some say an appointed position where Garcetti would 
not be accountable to an electorate might better suit 
his disposition.

“It’s a very different thing to be cabinet secretary and 
implement policies than it is to be a politician who has 
to court the will of the people,” the source involved in 
city issues said.

“Maybe Los Angeles will fare even better with Garcetti 
as cabinet secretary, which opens up the possibility 
for new city leadership, than for things to continue as 
they are.”

This article contains spoilers for “The Queen’s 
Gambit.”

When it comes to the real queen of chess — not the 
orphaned, sedative-addicted, fashionista variety now 
in vogue courtesy of Netflix’s “The Queen’s Gambit” —
Susan Polgar is a model grandmaster.

Two decades after Beth Harmon took on the fictional 
Russian champion Vasily Borgov in Moscow, Polgar 
became the first woman to qualify for the Men’s Zonal 
World Chess Championship in 1986, when she was 
just 17. But the Hungarian-born Polgar’s ascent wasn’t 
nearly as easy or as cordial as the one depicted in 
miniseries.

“The sexism that she faced seems like it was a picnic 
compared to what I had to deal with in real life,” said 
Polgar, who, from the time she started competing as a 
toddler, perching on pillows to reach the board, had 
men and boys questioning her presence at 
tournaments.

When she was a teenager, a six-time U.S. Champion 
some 20 years her senior threw the chess pieces in 
her direction when he lost. Her life as a chess prodigy 
was rife with physical intimidation, emotional and 
mental abuse and, as she grew older, unwanted 
sexual advances. One constant of her career were the 
doubts, even from supporters, that a woman could 
ever compete with men on the highest level.

“I was stunned,” Polgar, 51, said from her home in St. 
Louis, Mo., where she coaches Webster University’s 
chess team. “Why? It’s not like a race where physical
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strength or speed would play the decisive role. This is 
just about thinking and about strategy and outsmarting 
your opponent. I promptly became determined to prove 
them wrong and actually used it as fuel to motivate 
myself to prove myself on the chess board.”

She did so by playing men — some decades older —
when few other female players were doing so.

There was no Beth Harmon to pave the way for Polgar, 
who was barred by the Hungarian chess authorities 
from competing in the Men’s Championship on account 
of her gender and, quite possibly, because she is 
Jewish. Two women, the Soviet Union’s Nona 
Gaprindashvili and Maia Chiburdanidze, earned 
grandmaster titles by virtue of being women’s world 
champions, but their accomplishments weren’t on the 
level of Harmon’s obliteration of gender norms.

Polgar believes that the character of Harmon, first 
dreamed up for Walter Tevis’ 1983 novel, is a composite 
of Bobby Fischer, the eccentric American who beat the 
Soviet champion Boris Spassky, and Lisa Lane, the U.S. 
Women’s Champion who graced the cover of Sports 
Illustrated as part of a 1961 cover story.

“Lisa Lane never achieved anywhere near that kind of 
success, but she was glamorous and lived a, let’s say, 
active life like Beth Harmon did,” Polgar said.

Polgar was born Zsuzsanna Polgár in Budapest in 1969. 
As a 4-year-old, she discovered chess, gravitating to it 
as if it were a piece of art or music, before she learned 
to appreciate it as a competitive sport.

Her father, László, a psychologist, used her interest in 
the game to test his hypothesis that genius could be 
taught, using chess as a core component of Susan and 
her younger sisters’ home school education. Polgar 
thinks her father proved his point in the question of 
nature versus nurture.

While László only ever played chess casually in high 
school — and his wife, Klara, learned how the pieces 
moved after Susan did — all three of their daughters 
went on to win gold medals in the Chess Olympiad, 
shattering the Soviet Union’s dominance in the sport in 
1988 and again in 1990. Three years after their first 
Olympiad victory, Susan and her youngest sister, Judit, 

regarded as the greatest female chess player of all 
time, became the first female grandmasters awarded 
the title under the standards set for men. (The middle 
Polgar sister, Sofia, is an international master.) Susan’s 
accomplishments cleared the way for her and her 
sisters, forcing The Men’s World Championship to drop 
the “Men’s” from its official title and begin admitting 
women.

Unlike Harmon, Polgar is quick to point out, she did all 
this by staying disciplined and sober.

“When I was watching as a female chess player, I was 
rooting for her to win of course as well as rooting for 
her to kick her addictions,” Polgar said, telling me how 
she never smoked, drank or used drugs and even 
avoided over-the-counter medication so that she could 
keep her mind sharp. “People who live a different 
lifestyle, I don’t think those other ones can really 
succeed actually.”

Setting aside the notable dramatic license of substance 
abuse, Polgar says she was impressed with the show’s 
depiction of the chess community. While she mostly 
played in dreary gyms and boring ballrooms — not the 
luxe hotel hallways of Harmon’s early international 
victories — Polgar applauded the series’ depiction of the 
rigors of practice, economically-considered travel 
coordinations, obsessive characters, and, courtesy of 
chess consultants Bruce Pandolfini and former World 
Champion Garry Kasparov, accurate gameplay.

“The screen obviously has limitations,” Polgar said, 
“you can’t wait for them to think for five minutes in 
pure silence, which it normally would be, the same way 
that in a normal chess tournament that the two 
opponents would have a conversation and discuss 
various things — in fact it’s not even allowed by the 
rules to talk during the game.”

Series creators Scott and Alan Frank found a way —
using spectral chess pieces that appear on the ceiling 
and a compelling performance by Anya-Taylor Joy in 
the role of Harmon — to visualize the game’s 
excitement, a feature that Polgar says has been quite 
hard for most filmmakers to dramatize. She believes 
the show’s success will be the sport’s, ratcheting up 
chess fever to a level not seen since the days when 
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Fischer battled Spassky in 1972. (“Chess” the musical 
was fun, she says, and she loves the music, but it didn’t 
quite command this much attention.)

While “The Queen’s Gambit” gets a lot right, it’s hard to 
gauge just how different the world of chess would be if 
an icon like Harmon bested the Soviets at their own 
game at the tail end of the ‘60s. Such a coup would 
likely have galvanized girls and young women to take 
up the sport, particularly in America, leading to greater 
equality in the game. Polgar, who moved to the U.S. in 
the 1990s, lived through a different reality.

In her late career, Polgar had to contend with red tape 
from the International Chess Federation. In 1999 she 
sought a six-month extension of a match scheduled for 
the month after the due date of her first child. The 
Federation denied her request and, when she refused 
to play the matches in China, an illegal home-court 
advantage for her Chinese rival, her title was taken 
away. She sued and won damages, but not her 
grandmaster status. She retired from competition, but
developed a new calling.

In 2002, the executive director of the U.S. Chess 
Federation met with Polgar and presented her with 
some troubling statistics. Of the Federation’s then 
nearly 100,000 person membership, less than 1 percent 
were women. So Polgar established the Susan Polgar 
Foundation, a nonprofit hosting girls’ and unisex 
tournaments and promoting chess education. A decade 
later, the Federation’s female membership was 14 
percent.

“We’re still a minority in the chess community, but 
that’s a huge improvement,” Polgar said. “While I was 
the first woman to break the gender barrier and be a 
grandmaster based on the regular requirements, today 
there are a few dozen other women that have followed 
suit. We’re making great progress.”

Polgar continues to break barriers, and while she sees 
an encouraging normalization of women in the sport, 
and less abuse from male competitors as the gender 
gap narrows, she says she continues to face hostility as 
a female coach.

In 2007, she brought the Susan Polgar Institute for 

Chess Education (SPICE) to Texas Tech University, 
leading the top-ranked men’s collegiate team in the 
country and becoming the first woman to coach a 
Men’s Division 1 team to a national championship. 
Though she continued her record of success after 
moving with members of her team to Webster 
University, where her players spent an additional seven 
years on the top, she says she has not yet earned the 
civility of male colleagues.

“Still some male coaches and program directors refuse 
to shake my hand and congratulate me when we win,” 
Polgar said. “My teams have won more than all other 
university teams combined. And yet they still have a 
hard time recognizing a woman winning.”

This treatment, while upsetting, is nothing new for her. 
Having faced derision as a girl, a Jew, a young person 
and, now, a top-ranked woman coach, has motivated 
Polgar to perform at her best — even if no wizened 
Russian grandmaster ever held her hand aloft as a 
victor.

“I was very fortunate that my parents believed that the 
best answer for everything was results. The results will 
speak for themselves, and to a large degree they were 
right in that,” Polgar said. “They can try to push me 
down, they can try to silence me, but at the end of the 
day if I’m a perseverant enough, if I’m patient enough, if 
I work hard and the results come, at the end of the day 
the results speak louder than anything else.”

-

PJ Grisar is the Forward’s culture reporter. He can be 
reached at Grisar@Forward.com.
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If you have bought or used a condom in the United 
States or Britain, you most likely have a Jewish person 
to thank. While Jews didn’t invent them – penis sheaths 
have a long history stretching back to ancient times –
Jews certainly played a huge role in the development of 
the modern rubber prophylactic. Indeed, if it wasn’t for 
a British Jew, we wouldn’t have the ubiquitous – in the 
UK at least – brand of Durex. Its figurehead was named 
Lionel Alfred Jackson who, while he didn’t innovate the 
modern latex condom, was the business brain behind 
its success.

This is the story of Jessica Borge’s new book, 
“Protective Practices: A History of the London Rubber 
Company and the Condom Business.” In this book, 
Borge traces the rise of the secretive London Rubber 
Company from its humble origins as a small 
tobacconist and hairdresser shop to the largest 
producer and exporter of disposable rubber condoms in 
the postwar era.

We can date the modern condom to 1883, when a poor 
German-Jewish immigrant named Julius Schmid (he had 
changed his name from Schmidt) bought a sausage 
casing factory in New York. From these humble origins, 
the modern condom emerged when Schmid began 
fabricating them from those very same sausage 
casings. Regardless of halacha’s position on birth 
control, these condoms were literally treyf..

Despite his Hebrew origins, or perhaps in an attempt to
hide them, Schmid marketed his products using Middle 
Eastern and north African names, namely Ramses and 
Sheik. Schmid held a monopoly on the American 
condom market until 1916 when Trojans (as I write this, I 
can see what a genius name this really is) began to 
appear. Meanwhile, on the continent, another German 
Jew, Julius Fromm, started producing industrial-scale 
dipped condoms in 1914, launching the Fromm’s Act 
Brand in Berlin in 1916.

One year earlier, in 1915, Lionel Alfred Jackson had 

founded the London Rubber Company, a wholesaler of 
rubber goods. He imported condoms from Germany and 
the United States which he then sold in his father 
Daniel Jacoby’s hairdresser and tobacconist shop, 
forever cementing the link between the barber and the 
phrase, “Something for the weekend, sir?” As Borge
writes, “If London Rubber was a religion, then Lionel 
Alfred Jackson was its god, and his brother, Maurice 
Elkan, was a devoted disciple.”

Lionel and Elkan came from a line of Russian-Jewish 
immigrants. The family had arrived in London in the 
1860s and lived in St. Pancras Ward where Lionel was 
born in 1894. His father was convicted along with four 
others of the violent robbery of the elderly Jewish 
diamond merchant Julius Tabak. Possibly because of his 
father’s infamy, in 1915, Lionel changed his name, 
anglicising Jacoby to Jackson.

London Rubber Company benefited hugely by a change 
in the law in 1930 that allowed married couples to use 
birth control. This was also the age of eugenics, and 
condoms were marketed by eugenicists like Marie 
Stopes under the brand names “Pro Race” and the 
“Racial Brand.”

In 1932, London Rubber became the first company in 
Europe to use latex dipping technology for their 
prophylactics. They took the first two letters of the 
words Durability, Reliability and Excellence to form the 
brand name Durex. When Lionel Jackson died at the age 
of 40 in 1934, he had established the foundations of an 
empire which his brother Elkan took over as managing 
director.

Julius Fromm and his family fled Berlin for London. 
Given the wartime conditions, Julius was unable to set 
up a factory. Although he harbored plans to do so after 
the war, he died just four days after VE Day, and it fell 
to his sons, Herbert and Edgar to start a condom 
factory in Pimlico, London in the early post-war years. 
However, this undertaking could not compete with
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London Rubber, as a result of which the two brothers 
were able to secure condom production on a license 
basis in Germany

After the war, the London Rubber Company kept 
expanding to engorge other companies. One of those 
was Schmid’s Sheik and Ramses brand, which was still 
managed by members of his family. Durex, feeling the 
pressure from the introduction of the pill, needed to 

keep growing to maintain its market position. The 
company dominated condom manufacture and 
distribution, monopolizing almost 100 percent of the 
market for most of its existence. Through diligent 
research, Borge’s illuminating book sheds light on a 
company which, though hidden in plain sight, came to 
dominate British private lives after the Second World 
War through the business acumen of its Jewish founder.
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